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Facing Our World Today* 


HERE is one feature of this convention which 

makes it unique among the many student con- 

ventions which I have attended. It is the fact 
that this convention has come together under the 
auspices of the church. When I say that, I am not 
speaking as a person who has not the slightest strain 
of sectarianism in his spirit, but I am speaking as one 
who believes that the relevance of Christian men and 
women to the life of our times will depend to a large 
extent upon the manner in which they are affiliated 
to and militate under the banner of the church. That 
gives me my starting point. 

It is true that I am going to try to speak to you 
about the world and open up before you in a 
descriptive way, in as vivid a way as I can, what the 
world situation is today. But I am not going to do so 
in the form of pure analysis. Merely to describe the 
world situation and analyze it into its diverse facets 
might drive us to despair. “You shall know the 
truth,” said Huxley, paraphrasing the famous words 
of our Lord, “And it shall make you mad.” I venture 
to say that to know the full truth, the naked and 
unvarnished truth about the world, unless we set it 
in the background of God and His revelation and 
His church, would literally drive us to despair across 
the edge of the abyss where many of our contem- 
poraries are going. But I prefer to describe the world 
with utmost realism, and set in the center of that 
world picture the reality of the church. And so my 
subject is the new relevance of the Christian church 
in the world today. 

So let us look at the world, our world. We cannot 
be Christian in such a time as this unless we are 
world-minded. World-mindedness is in fact an in- 
separable characteristic of true Christianity. It has 
always been so. It was so in the greatest period of 
Israel’s history, before our Lord. The great prophets 
were world-minded as they thought of the extension 
of Jehovah’s Kingdom, of the Kingdom of the com- 
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ing of the Anointed One, from the river unto the 
ends of the earth; and our Lord would have His 
disciples world-minded. “Ye can discern the face of 
the sky,” said He, “ye cannot discern the signs of 
the times.” That is what we are going to try to do, to 
decipher the meaning of this era. I hope to do so by 
centering what I have to say around three affirma- 
tions. 

The first is: The Christian church is more relevant 
to the world today than is any other institution, be- 
cause of the new situation created by the physical 
unity and the spiritual dividedness of our world. 
That is to say, our world is a world physically united 
and spiritually divided as this world has never been 
before in human history. Consider how much of a 
unit, how much of a unity our world is in a physical 
sense. Count Keyserling, shortly after the Great 
War, called our world an ecumenical organism. That 
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is to say, a world organism of such a type that what- 
ever representation of Christianity affected men any- 
where, affected them everywhere. And he added, 
“The characteristic personage of our time is the 
chauffeur,” the man on wheels who goes careening 
along the highways, through the clouds, or it may 
be over the ocean waves, driving, steering a piece of 
mechanism. That is to say, the representative per- 
sonality of our age is a chauffeur, a motorman of 
some kind or another. It is this individual expression 
of man’s inventive genius which has made our world 
one to all intents and purposes, eliminating space, 
eliminating time, and overcoming the traditional 
inertia of nature. Let me illustrate. I have a friend in 
New York, one of the greatest journalists, if not the 
greatest journalist, in this country. Among other in- 
teresting things about him is the fact that he is a 
great Presbyterian layman, Dr. John Finley of the 
New York Times, who is over seventy years of age 
and celebrates each birthday by walking around 
Manhattan Island, 37 miles. This may be from before 
dawn till after dusk. He carries with him on these 
hikes an enormous watch in his vest pocket. He 
showed it to me one evening in his home. He said, 
“You know this is the only piece of material that 
has literally soared over both the North Pole and the 
South Pole, because it has been made especially to 
tell the time in low temperatures, and was carried by 
the first two aviators to cross the Poles.” That watch 
which John Finley carries on his hikes around Man- 
hattan Island is a symbol of the fact that man has 
conquered space. North and South Poles have come 
together in that piece of mechanism. Thus it is true 
that to all intents and purposes man has blotted out 
space because he can alight where he desires, enter 
any region he may desire. 

Take another piece of mechanism, the radio. You 
tune in and listen to a ceremony celebrated in the 
historic chapel at which crowns were placed upon 
the heads of the new British monarchs; or you listen 
to American folk songs from Little America; or you 
listen to the roar of lions in the African jungle, 
simply because pieces of mechanism send out waves 
which are caught and interpreted for us. Or, take 
that piece of mechanism which projects scenes—the 
very latest novelties of Hollywood can now be pro- 
duced in the Brazilian jungle or the Chinese hinter- 
land, making those people our contemporaries. They 
can see things that we see. Time has been eliminated. 
All men are contemporaries. Or, think of what 
happens when a waterfall is harnessed in the African 
jungle—you can have refrigeration to save your food 
from the heat, or you can have factories to produce 
the same kind of foods that are turned out here or 
anywhere in the world. This means that man’s 
mechanical invention has made the world one, so far 
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as blotting out space, eliminating time, and over- 
coming the inertia of nature. 

But these pieces of mechanism, as they are symbols 
of unity, are at the same time the symbols and the 
instruments of disunion, and even of chaos, of the 
utmost disintegration in the world. The airplane that 
can soar over the North and South Poles may be con- 
verted into a bomber and shatter the art treasures of 
great cities, or sink a vessel, or bring the most har- 
rowing experiences into a community. The radio, 
which is blotting out time, is a menace to inter- 
national order and peace in our day. You may not see 
the terrific struggle going on between Great Britain 
and Italy, but it is fraught with the possibility of 
clashing and breaking at any time, because the Italian 
government seems to be sponsoring anti-British 
propaganda over the radio throughout the Moslem 
world; and so other countries are doing. In other 
words, the radio is a source of disintegration and 
disunion. 

What can we say about the cinematograph? When 
Hollywood’s latest novelties are shown in the 
Chinese hinterland or the Brazilian country, what 
have you? Demoralization, customs shattered, chaos, 
disintegration. You see what they have done to this 
country. I dread what may happen when those films 
of the sinking of the Panay are shown in American 
cities. We here are being made contemporaries with 
those people, seeing what they saw, but seeing things 
which may stir us into incandescent heat, or lead us 
into an atmosphere of bitter hate toward people 
whom we should not hate. 

What shall we say of the power which can give 
refrigeration? The factories which have opened in 
Africa break up the old unity of tribal life, because 
when projected into those areas they disrupt the old 
customs of primitive people and provide nothing in 
return. You see how it happens that those things 
which unite us physically may disrupt and demor- 
alize and disintegrate spiritually. We thought by 
bringing the world so close together, by airplane, by 
the radio, that we were headed for universal brother- 
hood, and we discovered that, while mechanical 
appliances made us one, we were not prepared spir- 
itually to live so close together. In other words, the 
proximity today in which people align themselves 
increases the tension. 

But there is something more tragic. You will see it 
in that country which some of us love so dearly, one 
I believe with a great future. There you have on 


Spanish soil an international quarrel being staged, a 
quarrel which is the symbol of the fact that the crust 
of society today has gullies where torrents of hate 
are surging. The world of our time represents a 
conflict between those three forces of democracy. 
fascism, and communism, and a conflict which 1s 
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alien to tradition and Spanish history is being staged 
there in such a way that whichever side wins in Spain 
will determine to a large extent the future of civiliza- 
tion. Because that is a symbolical conflict. 

If we desire another illustration that we live in a 
disorganized, demoralized, and disintegrated world, 
there is this fact, that international law is in shreds, 
and we thought that international law was one of 
the great achievements of the twentieth century. 
The situation today is that no major power will 
validate its signature to an international agreement, 
if by so doing the international interests of that 
power are placed in jeopardy. The world democra- 
cies let democracy die in Spain because they feared 
an international conflagration. We cannot but recog- 
nize this terrible fact, that international law is dead, 
dead today. In other words disintegration is literally 
complete on all major issues around the world. 

It is in that setting that I place the Christian church. 
We as Christians need not despair. There is much, I 
know, to cause us to despair. But in spite of the 
grim reality of a disintegrated world, the church of 
Christ exists across all representative areas of the 
world, because for the first time in human history 
the church of the Living God is coexistent with the 
inhabited globe. Little groups of believers are found 
today in all representative areas of the world, and 
the hope of humanity is precisely in that fact that 
the body of Christ is a reality despite dividedness. 

How much more successful is the ecumenical 
church than any form of international law. What 
we have in the Christian church is something more 
than mere internationalism. Internationalism repre- 
sents the aspirations on the part of a multitude of 
diverse units, so-called nations or countries, which 
are seeking a basis of understanding and agreement, 
and that agreement, when entered into, must result 
from the consent of all parties concerned. We have 
no true internationalism today. There is no basis of 
agreement to unite people today—no sanctions to be 
imposed on wrongdoers. The Christian church is 
not simply international, but ecumenical. The Chris- 
tian church is an ecumenical unity starting from the 
center, a loyalty to Christ born of a redemptive ex- 
perience. At Pentecost people were born into the 
church upon experience. The church became, the 
church was an act of God, and the Christian church, 
in spite of all its diversities today, is one in Christ, 
the creation of the spirit. The basic unity and 
understanding exists in Christ, and the task of the 
church is to perfect that understanding throughout 
the whole sphere from the center to the circum- 
ference. We are confronted with the element of 
ecumenicity in Christ, a oneness in Christ. Those 
who believe in Jesus Christ are utterly loyal to Him. 
Those who believe in Jesus Christ, who have passed 
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through an experience of redemption, shall stand to- 
gether whatever happens to the nations in which 
they belong. The Japanese and Chinese Christians 
resolved that whatever happened they would con- 
serve the unity of the body of Christ. 

In the Oxford report we wrote that, when the 
grim reality of war comes, Christians in warring na- 
tions would pray for one another, pray only for the 
victory of the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom with- 
out frontiers. There vou see what I mean. There is 
an ecumenical hope, and what we have to do is to 
perfect the body of Christ and see to it that those 
groups of believers are not let down by us, because 
we cannot be Christians unless we think in terms of 
them and express our Christian brotherhood. The 
hope of the world is in this group of the Christian 
church. Never will there be international brother- 
hood until the Christian church, through her in- 
fluence in society, is able to rehabilitate into the life 
of men and nations certain principles which God 
Almighty has written into the constitution of the 
universe, which were validated by the death of Jesus 
Christ. There is a moral law which God has written 
into the world, and men cannot live together and 
ignore it. Christians must set forth those principles, 
making them real and loved by men and women who 
are our contemporaries, to have true internationalism. 

The second thing I wish to say is, the Christian 
church is supremely relevant to the world today 
because of the new yearning for fellowship on the 
part of modern men and women. One of the most 
astounding and significant facts in the life of our 
time is that the old individualism is dead. Nobody 
glories now in being alone, in doing things alone. 
The whole trend of the human spirit is toward some 
form of group expression, some form of collectivism. 
Someone has said we are slowly moving from an “I” 
age to a “We” age in which the unit is not the indi- 
vidual but the group. You have seen it in your own 
experience. In college and university life today 
students are grouping together more than they once 
did. Here and there and everywhere you will find 
groups inside and outside the church in which peo- 
ple with the same kind of longing and loneliness 
come together. Due to the startling things that have 
happened, the resulting confusion, disillusion, and 
disruption of life have begun to throw people to- 
gether in groups of men and women who understand 
one another or who want to do so. Now the most 
striking example of this new trend is found in the 
great political parties which have appeared through- 
out the world, communism, fascism in its various 
forms, expressive of the longing of fellowship. Take 
for instance the National Socialist Party in Ger- 
many. We had in Princeton Seminary a professor, 
the first year Hitler came into power he was deposed 
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from his Chair of Theology in one of the German 
Universities. He said the real menace to the church 
in Germany lies in the fact that the National Socialist 
Party has provided millions of German men and 
women with a kind of spiritual and religious fellow- 
ship which they have never experienced before in 
the Christian church. The life of the church in 
Germany has become cold and conventional. There 
were a host of despairing men and women. Their 
lives had no meaning whatever, nothing but grim 
despair faced them. Then Hitler united under his 
banner millions of men and women, and each of 
them felt that life began to take on a new reality. 
They were going somewhere, they had a tremen- 
dous thrill. That is it. They wanted fellowship, and 
that is the reason why you have in the National 
Socialist Party the equivalent of religious joy in 
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fellowship which gives life meaning and purpose, 
It is perfectly obvious that if the Christian church 
cannot provide people with that fellowship which 
those other great parties have provided, there may 
come a crisis in the life of the people when the 
Christian church will be disrupted. All will go well 
until the moment of supreme crisis comes. If the 
Christian church has been able to provide a fellow- 
ship superior to fascism and communism, then the 
church will stand. If not, anything might happen to 
the church in this country. 

The church in Germany today can do nothing 
more than offer a spiritual sense of resistance to the 
new order. We can see to it that the fellowship of 
the church is so perfect that she shall offer to men 
and women in this country the fellowship of the 

(Continued on page 165) 





An Open Letter 
To the Southern Presbyterian Church 


Atlanta, Georgia. 
January 6, 1938. 


HERE has just closed in our city one of the 

most wonderful meetings ever held under the 

auspices of our Church—The Presbyterian 
Youth Convention on World Missions. 

Early on Tuesday morning the young people 
began to arrive, and all through the day and on into 
the night they came. From the east and the west; 
from the north and the south; from hamlet and 
village and countryside; from town and city; from 
hill and valley; from mountain and plain—more than 
thirteen hundred strong—they came. 

Clear-eyed in their vision; confident in their faith; 
magnificent in their courage; vibrant with life and 
radiant with all the splendor, beauty, and enthusiasm 
of their youth—they came. 

We took them into our homes, our hotels, our 
schools, and our churches, and they won their way 
into our hearts. We fed them at our tables and in our 
cafés and restaurants. We transported them in our 
street cars and buses and in our automobiles. We 
guarded their safety with our police and fire depart- 
ments. 

We watched them pack every available bit of 
space in the main and auxiliary auditoriums at the 
First Presbyterian Church for every session of the 
convention. They overflowed the discussion groups, 
and in their spare moments they crowded the Mis- 


sion Exhibits. From nine o’clock in the morning until 
nine-thirty and later at night they moved in and out 
of the convention church. They came to a conven- 
tion and they gave their time and attention to its 
program with a faithfulness which could not have 
been excelled; and with rapt attention and reverent 
hearts they closed the convention in fellowship with 
each other and with their Lord as more than thirteen 
hundred of them partook of the bread and the wine 
of the Sacramental Feast. 

At the end of three crowded and strenuous days 
we sent them back to you, and we are sending this 
message after them that you may know how we feel 
about them and that you may appreciate them as we 
do and rightly evaluate what we are going on to say. 

Due to the tremendous enrollment and the many 
difficulties incident to their entertainment during an 
already crowded season of the year, there were many 
phases of the situation out of which problems and 
criticisms could have risen, both from the young 
people and about them. 

We have listened for one whisper of criticism or 
a word of complaint either from or about them and 
have heard none. They were the finest group of 
young people we have ever seen and we want you 
to know that is our deliberate and confirmed judg- 
ment of them. 

Since having fellowshipped with them for these 
days we have more hope for the future, more cour- 
age for the present, and a deeper passion to lose 
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ourselves with Him in sacrificial service in working 
out the solution of the staggering problems which 
face us. 

May God give to those responsible for planning 
the programs and projecting the work of our be- 
loved Church the wisdom to make a large place in 
both programs and work for the consecrated zeal and 
enthusiasm of these young people and the thousands 
of their fellows who did not come. 

And to you, who came into our homes and into 
our hearts, whose coming has enriched our lives, and 
whose going has left the sweet fragrance of a mem- 
ory which will long abide, we would say this word: 

" May the vision of the Christ, which filled your 

souls during those days, grow ever brighter as you 

follow the gleam of His glorious banner, and may 
you transmit and translate that vision, undimmed 
and unsullied, to your companions back home. 


135 


And may the beat of your footsteps, hurrying 
to catch step with the Captain of our salvation, 
bring a new thrill of hope, a fresh surge of cour- 
age, and a deepened spirit of consecration to the 
hearts of our people over the length and breadth 
of our great Church, till with one voice we shall 
answer to His challenge with the shout— 

“Lead on, O King Eternal, 
The day of march has come. 
Henceforth in fields of conquest 
Thy tents shall be our home.” 
Sincerely and gratefully yours, 
(Signed) Lawrence A. Davis, Chairman 
WILLIAM V. GARDNER 
James R. McCain 
Stuart R. OGLEsBy 
Harotp McQ. Sutetps 
Committee on Local Arrangements. 





Being a Christian Today 


Part of Lord Tweedsmuir’s* Address at the 1937 General Council of the Reformed Churches 
Holding the Presbyterian System, held in Montreal, Canada 


I 


I AM very glad to be with you tonight. I am here 
not in my official capacity as Governor-General 

of Canada, but as a fellow Presbyterian, the son 
of a Presbyterian minister, one who has been for a 
quarter of a century an elder of the Church of Scot- 
land, and who on two occasions has had the honour 
of representing the King at the Scottish General 
Assembly. I am speaking, therefore, as a Presby- 
terian to fellow Presbyterians, who, with the audac- 
ity which has always characterized our communion, 
seem to have arrogated to themselves the exclusive 
title of a Reformed Church. 


* * * 


May I offer you one or two reflections on the 
problems which seem to me, as a loyal Presbyterian, 
to concern our Reformed Churches. They are the 
problems which concern every Christian Church, 
but to us, with our particular antecedents, they may 
have a special meaning. 


Il 


In the first place there is the question of creed. 
Religion is not a thing the forms of which have been 


ee 


” J . . 
™ Lord Tweedsmuir is the Governor-General of Canada, better 
wg to many as John Buchan, author of many novels as well as 
many serious historical works and biographies. 


established once for all by a divine decree, and which 
admits of no fresh interpretation. It is a spiritual 
conception of life, and therefore of the universe in 
which life is lived. That universe today has become 
stranger than any poet’s dream. In the deserts of 
hyperspace the human mind is still groping blindly, 
and physical science, which a few generations ago 
was confident about all things in heaven and earth, 
now tends to uncover its head in the presence of 
mysteries which it cannot fathom and can scarcely 
define. 

Let me quote to you some words from Professor 
Whitehead of Harvard, who is beyond question one 
of the foremost thinkers of our day: 


“Religion,” he has written, “will not regain its old power 
until it can face change in the same spirit as does science. Its 
principles may be eternal, but the expression of those prin- 
ciples requires continual development. This evolution of 
religion is, in the main, a disengagement of its own proper 
ideas from the adventitious notions which have crept into it 
by reason of the expression of its own ideas in terms of the 
imaginative picture of the world entertained in previous ages. 
Such a release of religion from the bonds of imperfect science 
is all to the good. .. . The progress of science must result in 
the unceasing modification of religious thought to the great 
advantage oF religion.” 


I believe that to be true. Theology is not a static 
thing, and antiquarian accretions are no part of its 
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essence. It is an attempt to systematize the divine 
revelation and to bring it into accord with every 
aspect of life. But life is always changing and en- 
larging its content, and the divine effluence which 
illuminates it must pass through new lenses. The 
essentials of religion can never change. There is still 
for every man the choice of two paths, and “con- 
version” in its plain evangelical sense is still the great- 
est fact in any life. Bunyan’s mountain gate has still 
to be passed, which “has room for body and soul, but 
not for body and soul and sin.” The duty of re- 
statement is always with us, and we may be very 
certain that our own interpretation will be revised 
by our grandchildren. Our purpose should be not 
innovation but renovation. 

At the same time no Presbyterian will forget the 
necessity of dogma. There are certain fundamentals 
in our Christian faith which are beyond time and 
change. We base ourselves upon a great historical 
fact. Today there is a tendency to smooth away all 
concrete Christian dogmas into a vague theism or a 
vaguer pantheism, and to flatten out the firm lines of 
Christian ethics into a pious sentiment. It is a tend- 
ency which must be strongly combated. The founda- 
tion of our faith is not only “God is love.” It is still 
more the tremendous historical fact that “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 


* * * 


Next comes the problem of conduct. We cannot 
deny that there is today a general loosening of moral 
sanctions, as an earlier generation understood them. 
Our fathers had certain props to conventional ethics, 
such as the tradition of Church attendance, of Sab- 
bath observance, and of Bible reading. Today these 
are weakened, though I am glad to think that in 
Canada they still exist, more perhaps than at home. 
Canada reminds me more of the Scotland of my boy- 
hood than of the Scotland of today. But we cannot 
shut our eyes to the fact that there is a good deal of 
moral anarchy abroad, and that the social discipline, 
which insisted upon a certain standard of conduct, 
has been gravely weakened. No one can study mod- 
ern literature and modern art without being con- 
scious of this disintegration. The tendency is one 
with which we can have no parley. In Mr. Baldwin’s 
words, “To elevate every desire, however obscene, 
into a good, because it is desired, may be the way of 
all flesh, but it is not the way of the Cross.” It is 
partly due, I think, to the importance acquired by 
the mere mechanism of life through our scientific 
developments. And it is partly due to the populariz- 
ing of half-understood philosophic ideas about the 
right of each man to self-realization and the develop- 
ment of his personality. 
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Moral codes need revision and adjustment just as 
much as intellectual codes. If we look back on history 
we will find them constantly changing. Three hun- 
dred years ago witch-hunting and intolerance were 
considered to be outward proofs of devotion. One 
hundred and fifty years ago slave-owning was not 
held to be inconsistent with godliness. The Church 
has a duty, in such questions, of frankly facing new 
conditions and bringing the light of its revelation to 
bear on new perplexities. That is to say, we have to 
examine problems honestly and reject embargoes and 
prohibitions which have become meaningless. But at 
the same time we have a solemn duty to insist upon 
the need for moral discipline—that broad, rational, 
humane discipline which is the teaching of Christ. 
Anarchy is a mood in which human nature cannot 
long continue, and the revolt of our young anarchists 
today is less, I think, against Christ’s mandates than 
against what they regard as the perversion of them 
by official interpreters. 


What we need is a new and wiser puritanism. We 
are offered today many other versions of the pil- 
grims’ progress, promises of Utopias in the future 
where life shall be rationalized, scientific, and padded 
with every material comfort. I cannot find in them 
much satisfaction for the immortal part of man. 
Those glossy millenniums are infinitely remote from 
the realities of life. They offer no comfort, no way 
of escape, to struggling humanity, with its load of 
sickness and sorrow and sin. They seem to me to be 
sadly like a new Vanity Fair, with Mr. Talkative as 
the chief figure on the town council. 

We need a quickened sense of sin; we need a 
profounder realization of the majesty and purity of 
God, that realization which was the support of 
Oliver Cromwell in his difficult life. I cannot but feel 
that the chaos of the world in recent years is bring- 
ing about this revival. We find it in the teaching of 
Karl Barth, which, though we may differ from many 
of its details, is firm in the fundamentals. We see it 
in certain popular religious movements, which may 
be fantastic in many ways, but which sincerely 
emphasize the meaning of sin. We are less inclined 
perhaps to be at ease in Zion. Our watchword should 
be those words of Cotton Mather about a famous 
New England Puritan, “The character of his daily 
conversation was a trembling walk with God.” 


* * * 


Lastly, there is the problem of the society in which 
we live. With the growth of population and the 
interweaving of economic interests we have devel- 
oped today problems of great complexity and 
urgency, problems which reveal, along with many 
potentialities of hope, many dark certainties of evil. 
Our view of the State has moved far today from the 
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old Victorian detachment. We realize that the nation 
in its corporate character must do more than keep 
the lists clear for individual effort; that it has in 
certain matters a direct duty, which it alone can 
fulfil, to supplement, and in some cases override, the 
private activities of its citizens. Whatever our 
political affiliations may be, this is a fact to which 
we cannot be blind. We have today a richer and 
broader conception of the State. This conception, | 
think, is accompanied by a quickened conscience in 
the individual. We no longer believe that human 
misery is the result of some mysterious decree of the 
Almighty; we realize that it is mainly the conse- 
quence of human bungling. Nor do we consider that 
we can shoulder off the whole burden of this realm 
upon any government; we recognize a personal obli- 
gation. This seems to me, among so many losses, a 
solid and indubitable gain. 

Now in this duty the Church must be the inspirer 
and the interpreter. Our business is not only with 
eternity but with time, to build up on earth the 
Kingdom of God, to enable men to live worthily and 
not merely to die in hope. There have been periods 
in our history when what is called “‘otherworldliness” 
was carried too far in the Church’s life. That was not 
the fault of our greatest men. Thomas Chalmers, for 
example, in Scotland in the last century, desired to 
apply the spirit of the Evangel to the whole economy 
of the land. But unhappily his breadth of view was 
not common. In the early days of Victoria, in Scot- 
land, there was much reality in religious life, as is 
shown by a great episode of self-sacrifice like the 
Disruption, which led to the foundation of the Free 
Church. Yet it is a significant fact that at that very 
time Scotland was suffering from what we call the 
“industrial revolution” in its worst form. The balance 
of town and country was wholly upset, and one half 
of the population was crowded into the valley of a 
single river. The Scottish Midlands became a hive of 
industry, villages grew into towns, towns into cities, 
and cities into sprawling wens. There was no fore- 
sight, no conscience; and men, who on the Sabbath 
day were props of their kirks, were blindly busy all 
the week in activities which took hope and sunlight 
out of human life. The housing conditions thus 
created were among the most hideous in the world. 
Men and women were herded into insanitary new 
barracks, or into the old overcrowded tenements of 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, and today a Scottish slum 
is one of the grimmest sights in Europe. The result 
was sickly children and stunted men and women. 
That is an example of what happens when the 
Church is too concerned with its own affairs and 
forgets its duty to the world around it. 

We dare not give our Christian faith any narrow 
political or economic interpretation. The gospel is 


concerned primarily with spiritual redemption, not 
with social reform, and those who draw from it any 
special political creed do violence to its majesty. We 
have a right to demand the Christian spirit in politics, 
but we have no right to call this or that creed specif- 
ically Christian. Christ, as Dean Inge has truly said, 
did not teach that wealth was badly distributed, but 
that it was over-valued. He called the rich man not 
a knave, but a fool. To paint the Founder of our faith 
in colors drawn from our own personal preferences 
is a danger to which we are all prone, and one against 
which we must jealously guard. 

At the same time, while it is wrong to pin Chris- 
tianity down to any social formula, it is most neces- 
sary that the Christian spirit should interpenetrate 
our public life. We have a responsibility to our fel- 
lows as members of society, and that responsibility is 
quickened and enlarged by our Christian duty. In the 
past there has been a tendency among many of the 
best men to withdraw themselves from the turmoil 
of common life into a world of their own, a world of 
mystic contemplation. Today there is, perhaps, less 
danger of that fault. It is fair to say that it has been 
the greatest religious leaders, men like John Wesley 
and Thomas Chalmers, who have been most insistent 
upon the practical duty to society of the spiritually 
minded. They never held that a belief in the King- 
dom of God permitted them to shirk any of the 
prosaic duties of the natural man, and the greatest 
found the true realization of the Divine Will not in 
mystic contemplation, but in the effort to see that 
that Will was done upon earth as it is in Heaven. 

There is a famous passage in Plato’s Republic 
which is well worth recalling today. In Book VII, 
Socrates discusses the relation between the life of 
contemplation and that practical business of politics 
which he calls the Cave. Philosophers, he says, must 
return to the task of governing. They must realize 
that it is a duty which they owe to their city for the 
opportunity which it has given to them to become 
philosophers. No doubt it will be hard to leave the 
clear air of ideas for the darkness of the Cave; but 
they must, if they are right-thinking men. It is an 
interesting passage, for in it the philosopher is en- 
joined to surrender a better life for a worse life. 
Socrates says that the rulers must be philosophers 
returning consciously to the Cave. That is to say, 
they must be men who have already known a better 
life than the life of the world. Here you have a 
clear foreshadowing of the Christian doctrine. It is 
the duty of those who have visions of a higher life 
not to stand aloof from the workaday world, but to 
take an honest part in its affairs. They will, says 
Socrates, be all the more effective if to the dimness 
of the Cave they bring the memory of the luminous 
upper air. 
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There is one problem in public life in which it 
seems to me the Church of Christ has a clear mission. 
Today there is universal danger of a kind of state- 
idolatry establishing a tyranny over the human soul. 
It may be a mere blurring and crushing of the per- 
sonality by a ponderous mechanism, or it may be a 
definite policy aimed at killing free speech, free 
thought, and all the appurtenances of liberty. Here 
the duty of the Church is beyond doubt. The Gospel 
of Christ is, above all things, a gospel of freedom, and 
it is the Church’s duty to testify at all times against 
anything that will cramp and confine the human 
spirit. Once before in the world’s history it made this 
stand. The Roman Empire became in time a stiff 
bureaucracy—a mechanical thing, which was im- 
inensely efficient, and which gave, on the whole, 
peace and a reasonable prosperity, but which fatally 
blunted and sterilized the personality of the citizens. 
It was the Christian faith which broke this bondage, 
since as part of its gospel it taught the freedom of 
the individual, and the transcendent worth of every 
soul in the sight of God. 


* * * 


It seems to me that today our Presbyterian com- 
munion is called upon to play a greater part than 
ever before in its history. Let me take as a definition 
of Presbyterianism Dr. Rainy’s words: 


“It means organised life, regulated distribution of forces, 
graduated recognition of gifts, freedom to discuss, authority 
to control, agency to administer. It is a system by which the 
convictions and the conscience of the Church can constantly 
be applied, by appropriate organs, to current affairs. It means 
a system by which quickening influence, experienced any- 
where in the Church, can be turned into effective force and 
transmitted to fortify the whole society. It means a system 
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by which everyone, first of all the common man, has his 
recognised place, his defined position, his ascertained and 
guarded privileges, his responsibilities inculcated and en- 
forced, and feels himself a part of the great unity, with a 
right to care for its welfare and to guard its integrity. From 
the broad base of the believing people, the sap rises through 
Sessions, Presbyteries, Synods, to the Assembly, and, thence 
descending, diffuses knowledge, influence, unanimity through 
the whole system. Presbyterianism is a system for a free 
people that love a regulated, a self-regulating freedom.” 


These are wise words and they may be applied, 
with some slight difference in phrasing, to every 
Reformed Church. In the world today, if the Church 
is to carry its banners to victory, it must discard the 
irrelevant and concentrate upon realities. There is a 
movement towards unity, and in that movement I 
think Presbyterianism has a great part to play. For 
consider. Its confessions are firmly based upon the 
Evangel of Christ. It is long-descended, with a 
famous ancestry. Its polity is no casual, atomic thing, 
but an organism richly differentiated. May not Pres- 
byterianism play in the future the part of what the 
Germans call a “bridge Kirk” between Churches rich 
in historic accretions and Churches which lack them, 
since it has been resolute both to discard and to 
retain? There are many problems to be solved before 
we are in sight even of Protestant union, and many 
more before there is hope of a united Christendom; 
but the impulse is there, and I do not think that it 
will weaken, since it is in accord with a universal 
impulse in secular life. It dare not weaken, when the 
Church has to face so many foes. That ideal of 
Christian unity, and of the part which our Church 
can play in attaining it, may well give us a fresh 
inspiration. “I shall see it, but not now; I shall behold 
it, but not nigh.” 





The F oreign Missions Conference 
of North America 


HE Forty-fifth Annual Session of the Foreign 

Missions Conference of North America met 

during the first week of 1938, January 4-6, in 
Toronto, Canada. There were represented seventy 
boards and societies from the United States and 
Canada. From our own Church, there were present 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Mr. 
Edwin F. Willis, Miss Janie McGaughey, Dr. Ed- 
ward D. Grant, Dr. John L. Fairly, Mrs. Frank 
Smith, Mrs. D. A. McMillan and Mrs. H. J. Williams. 


The Chairman and presiding officer this year was 
Miss Mabel E. Emerson, Foreign Secretary of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions. 

The sessions of the conference were of unusual 
interest and significance. In the midst of a world 
tragically torn and disrupted politically and socially, 
there was a feeling of a growing solidarity and one- 
ness in the church. As one speaker said, “ “The 
church’ has suddenly become the significant word in 
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contemporary Christianity.” This was evident from 
the first session, when the specific bearings on mis- 
sions of the Oxford Conference were discussed by 
Dr. Fred F. Goodsell, and of the Edinburgh Con- 
ference by Dr. J. W. Beardslee, Jr., while Dr. A. L. 
Warnshuis, following, spoke of the projected World 
Council of Churches. 

In a most interesting discussion of the bearing of 
the missionary enterprise on the changing economic 
and social order, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert spoke 
of the fact that the Stockholm Conference on Life 
and Work, held in August, 1925, hoped in one 
generation to do away with war and social injustice. 
They felt that ethics and economics would play a 
large part in the task. At Oxford, in 1937, it was 
recognized that the strength of the Christian social 
movement is to be found not in ethics or economics 
but in theology. In a God who in Christ has provided 
more than human insight and power to meet the 
world’s needs. If we can really believe in God 
through Jesus Christ, we have a sure foundation on 
which to build. The one social service of trans- 
cendent importance is to convince the world of God 
as Jesus Christ has made him known. But Christianity 
is not purely spiritual, as witness the message of the 
Old Testament prophets, and the New Testament 
doctrine of the Incarnation—where God identifies 
himself with every human need. The Church should 
be a supranational organization. It should be supra- 
racial. It should be a supraclass fellowship. The 
Church is supranatural—founded not on our aspira- 
tions but on revelation. 

Dr. John R. Mott spoke of the importance of the 
world conference to be held in Madras, India, in 
December, 1938. This conference had been planned 
for Hangchow, China, prior to the outbreak of the 
Chinese-Japanese hostilities. One hundred twenty- 
eight national boards and agencies are enthusiastically 
cooperating. This conference, said Dr. Mott, has the 
greatest number of first-line problems ever to be 
faced. This is perhaps the most fateful time since 
Christ spoke among men. It is a time of visitation— 
God visiting upon us the sins of other times and of 
others, and also God visiting his people. Great studies 
are being made preparatory to this conference. Our 
Church will have two delegates—Dr. C. Darby Ful- 
ton and Dr. Edward D. Grant. j 

Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary of our 
Foreign Mission Committee, made a telling address 
which captured the attention of the group. He spoke 
on “Emphases We Need,” and stressed the imme- 
diacy of the task, the evangelistic content of the 
message, and the need for sacrifice. 

Notwithstanding that the conference was shad- 
owed by the thunder of guns and the dark clouds of 
war in the Orient and in Spain, there was no feeling 
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of bitterness, no desire for revenge, no pessimism as 
to the ultimate future of the missionary task. It was 
agreed that the implications were not for diminution 
but for intensification of effort, for more faith, more 
sacrifice, more giving at home to match the willing 
sacrifice on the field. 

The periods of discussion on many subjects were 
punctuated by impressive periods of meditation and 
prayer, worship and intercession. 

It was emphasized from time to time that especially 
is it the duty of the Church in the world to work 
toward the establishing of World Peace. The follow- 
ing resolutions were adopted: 


Reso.vep: That we believe the complete solution of the 
Far Eastern and all similar difficulties and conflicts can be 
achieved only by the creation of a world community, free 
from racial discrimination, based on economic justice and 
fair opportunity for all, animated by goodwill and governed 
by law. Such an ideal demands the coéperation of all the 
leading powers, and we express the view that our govern- 
ments should assume their full share of responsibility for the 
erection and maintenance of such a new world order. How- 
ever distant the realization of this ideal may be, it may at 
once give direction to our efforts and we may strive to move 
steadily forward toward its achievement. 

In particular, there are some things which can be done 
now by ourselves and other Christians desirous of alleviating 
misery, removing enmities and hastening world-wide peace 
and friendship. 


(a) By word and act, to discourage and oppose hatred 
of any nation or people, no matter what the provocation; 
and to promote respect and affection for all the children of 
God in every land; 

(b) To seek to make our love and understanding espe- 
cially felt by our fellow-Christians in other countries and by 
their representatives in our own countries; 

(c) To demonstrate in our own churches and countries 
the power of Christianity to overcome race prejudice and 
eliminate racial discrimination; 

(d) To uphold respect for international agreements and 
to oppose war, declared or undeclared, as an instrument of 
national policy; 

(e) To lead and share in well considered efforts to change 
the policies of impotent isolation into those of active par- 
ticipation in the organization of a world order based upon 
law and justice; 

(f) To advocate measures for peaceful change in inter- 
national relations, such as the removal of trade barriers, and 
other methods of economic appeasement; 

(g) To assist in developing a conscience which will refuse 
in spite of tempting profits to benefit by others’ sufferings 
and, in particular, to extend credits or loans to be used to 
finance aggression or resulting exploitation; 

(h) To give leadership and strong support in every 
humanitarian attempt to relieve the suffering and to meet 
the needs of those desolated by war; 

(i) To support with new vigor and sacrifice the mis- 
sionary work of the churches, recognizing that our Chris- 
tian representatives abroad are our most potent agents of 
international confidence, helpfulness and peace founded on 
permanent principles; 

(j) By direct evangelism in our own churches and com- 
munities to build up the Christian community which is 
essential to the achievement of all these steps. 
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IMPORTANT 
Every new book in the following list may be secured from the Presbyterian Book Stores, Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Texas. 
While, by General Assembly order we cannot assume the responsibility for any of these reviews, we gladly present them to you 
in the hope that the comments and impressions of these Presbyterian leaders may guide you in your future book purchases. 


The Art of Illustrating Sermons, by Dawson C, Bryan. 
Cokesbury. 272 pages. $2.00. 

David, by Elizabeth Orton Jones. Macmillan. $1.75. 

The Way of Adult Education, by Earl F. Zeigler. Presby- 
terian Board of Christian Education, 230 pages. $1.75. 

Adult Education, A Dynamic for Democracy, by Dorothy 
Hewitt and Kirtley F. Mather. Appleton Century. 192 
pages. $1.75. 

Home and Children, by Dwight Edwards Martin. Revell. 
88 pages. $1.00. 

A Year of Children’s Sermons, by Joseph A. Schofield. 
Cokesbury. 192 pages. $1.50. 

Little Studies on Great Themes, by Nancy A. Allen. Revell. 
124 pages. $1.00. 

The Christian Layman’s Handbook, by Robert M. Kurtz. 
American Tract Society. 72 pages. 5o¢. 

Greater Love Hath No Man, by David P. Allison. Erdman. 
220 pages. $1.00. 

The Pendulum Swings Back, by Marvin M. Black. Cokes- 
bury. 229 pages. $2.00. 

The Temple in the Heart, by James Reid. Cokesbury. 230 

ages. $2.00. 

Ask and It Shall Be Given You, by Ida Goepp Pierson. Erd- 
man. 140 pages. $1.50. 

Men of Power, by Fred Eastman. Cokesbury. 185 pages. 
$1.50. 

God the Creator, by George S. Hendrix. Cokesbury. 170 
pages. $1.00. 

Religion and Public Affairs. Edited by Harris Franklin Rall. 
Macmillan. 240 pages. $2.00. 

Outline Studies in Luke, by John L. Hill. Revell. 182 pages. 
$2.00. 

From Father to Son, by Julian Scott Bryan. Farrar & Rine- 
hart. 86 pages. $1.00. 

Boys and Girls Learning About Alcohol, by Marguerite 
Skidmore & Carolyn LaGrange. Abingdon. 166 pages. 


$1.00, 





THE CHURCH AND ITS TEACHING WORK. By Paul 

H. Vieth. Abingdon Press. 56 pages. 25¢. 

“This little book seeks to help you in seeing your whole 
church and its purpose and program.” This is the aim of 
the book as stated by the author in the foreword. He ac- 
complishes his aim by asking and answering sixty-eight ques- 
tions dealing with the educational program of the church. 
These questions are practical ones faced every day by 
Sunday-school leaders. The answers to them are simply 
worded and flavored by good common sense. They deal 
with the following phases of the work of the church: I. The 
Teaching Work of the Church; II. Organizing the Teaching 
Work; III. Teachings for the Church’s Teaching Work; 
IV. Providing Favorable Teaching Conditions; V. Improving 


the Teaching Work. It is a good book for every superin- 
tendent to read, especially those who are just beginning their 
work, 

—Joun L. Fairy, Richmond, Virginia. 





LITERATURE AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. By A. C. 

Bowen. Cokesbury Press. 128 pages. 35¢. 

The purpose of this little volume is to interpret to leaders, 
teachers, and parents in the church the church-school litera- 
ture, including story papers and elective courses. Some of 
the chapter headings are: The Christian Use of the Bible, 
Using Materials to Learn, When Writings Are Alive, What 
Is Written Must Live Today, Persons Are Graded, Pictures 
That Control Life. The main purpose of the church school 
is to “know Jesus Christ and to live as his true followers.” 
Lesson materials are not a “substitute for Christian living.” 
Occasionally the reader will find himself desiring to change a 
word or add a word, but he will find himself before the 
end of the book far better informed in regard to the ma- 
terials issued by his Church. 

—Joun L. Fairty, Richmond, Virginia. 





MAKE LIFE WORTH LIVING. By Joseph R. Sizoo. Mac- 
millan Publishing Company. 190 pages. $1.75. 
Refreshing and stimulating challenge to let God get hold 

of one. Written by an outstanding Presbyterian minister 

who for twelve years was a missionary up on the avenue in 
the nation’s capital. A book that grew out of pastoral con- 
ferences with people who were trying to play the game 
of life and did not know where the goal posts were. After 
setting forth what religion cannot do, such as pull rabbits 
out of a hat, the author forcefully sets forth how it can aid 
one to stand up to life unashamed and unafraid. Excellent 
for young people of college age. Abounds in illustrations 
that will enrich teaching and preaching. 

—Joun H. Grey, Jr., Raleigh, North Carolina. 





PROPHECY’S LIGHT ON TODAY. By Charles G. Trum- 
bull. Fleming H. Revell. 191 pages. $1.50. 

Most of the chapters in this book were printed in The 
Sunday School Times in 1937. The author is sure that “all 
the major signs of the end of the age are synchronizing,” and 
because of this synchronization we have strong evidence 
that the end must be at hand. The Jews are returning. He 
says that in our generation have occurred the greatest war, 
famine and plague, and unprecedented earthquakes. SAA 
historian might question these.) He points to modernism, 
lawlessness, spiritism, astrology, suicide, false messiahs, etc., 
as “signs of the times.” We agree that Christ will return, but 
we feel that only time will tell whether the present author 1s 
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any more correct in fixing the time than those who have 
stressed the signs of their times in generations past. 
—James E. Bear, Richmond, Virginia. 





GOD-CONTROLLED LIVES. By Sverre Norberg. Augs- 
burg Publishing House. 160 pages. $1.00. 

This delightful little book is by a member of the philos- 
ophy faculty of the University of Minnesota. It consists of 
nine chapters in which he delineates different people in the 
New Testament who came face to face with the Master. 
These chapters are not sermons but word pictures, in which 
the readers are given an opportunity to see the Universal 
Christ, with hope that the answer to all these nine lives may 
also give the answer to us. The “pictures” are of “The 
Fisherman” (Peter), “A Tax Collector” (Matthew), “A 
Father” (Jairus), etc. The treatment of “A Rich Man” (the 
Rich Young Ruler) and “A Robber” (the Thief on the 
Cross) grip you and thrill ~~u. One wishes that Dr. Nor- 
berg had not called “John bunyan” by the famous name of 
the Northwest—Paul. But after all, the little flaws one may 
pick in the book do not keep it from being very worth 
while. The very title challenges the reader. 

—James AppLeBy, Maxton, North Carolina. 





WHY DO I BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD? 
By William Dallmann. Concordia Publishing Company. 
138 pages. 75¢. . 

The author of this little book has gone to great trouble 
to gather interesting information in support of the truth of 
the Bible. He has collected a great number of striking quo- 
tations about the Bible from literature and from the state- 
ments of public men. He argues for the truth of the Bible 
because it keeps good company; because of its unity; be- 
cause of its fulfilled prophecies; because it has always been 
triumphant over its enemies; and because of its blessed in- 
fluence on human life. While not always up-to-date in his 
selection of his materials or scientific in his use of them, 
his book bears clear testimony to the truth and glory of the 
Bible and its perennial power in the lives of those who read 
and follow it. 

—J. J. Murray, Lexington, Virginia. 





FAMILY AND CHURCH. By Lewis J. Sherrill. Abingdon 

Press. 266 pages. $2.00. 

This new book of Dr. Sherrill’s on the Family and Church 
comes at a time when church people are seeking guidance on 
this subject. The author in a convincing way helps the 
reader to see that the family and church are two closely 
allied groups and that the church should learn how to fulfil 
its duty to the family. Dr. Sherrill has given practical sug- 
gestions for performing this duty. The book is divided into 
four parts. In Part I, the author discusses some problems of 
the modern family. In Part II, he presents religious re- 
sources which are available to aid in the solution of these 
problems which confront family life today. Part III gives a 
view of the two schools in which these Christian resources 
are—or may be—actually put to use, namely, the family as 
the first school of life, and the church as a school for the 
family. In connection with the first idea, Dr. Sherrill dis- 
Cusses at length formal and informal instruction in the home. 
The second idea presents the results which are desired in 
order that marriage and family might minister most fully 
to the development of Christian personality. Part IV is 
devoted to a consideration of the ways in which the church 
may go about achieving such results. This book is highly 
recommended for use with all church workers. Pastors, 
parents, and church-school leaders will find in Family and 


Church practical help and specific suggestions for learning 
the meaning of a Christian family life. 
—Artua S. Bowman, Richmond, Virginia. 





CUT FROM THE LOAF. By James M. Gray. Fleming H. 

Revell. 181 pages. $1.50. 

Here is a book which will appeal to the most exacting— 
one which is pronouncedly sound as is evidenced by its 
authorship, therefore pleasing particularly to that group of 
people who want to be sure of the fundamental soundness of 
their religious reading. In its pages one finds strength for 
the meeting of life’s problems from day to day, divine 
guidance “cut from the loaf of heavenly bread our loving 
Father passes to his children.” Here also is found excellent 
material for daily devotionals, particularly fine because of its 
well chosen Scriptural content. These daily portions of the 
bread of life provide cuttings which will enable the indi- 
vidual reader or family group to face life more boldly. 

—Joun J. Hayes, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 





THE PREACHER OF TODAY. By John A. Morrison. 

The Warner Press. 136 pages. 

The author of this book is a preacher and a teacher of 
preachers. Out of his rich experience, he writes for the 
preachers of today. His approach is fresh and challenging. 
His style is simple, direct, and effective. The book is in- 
spirational in character and should impress any minister 
who reads it with the dignity, worth, and glory of his call- 
ing. It should be especially helpful to a young man just 
undertaking the work of, or preparation for, the gospel 
ministry, or to one who aspires to do so. While the book 
is written primarily for the minister, the Christian layman 
will find it interesting. 

—Cnar.es E. Mount, Versailles, Kentucky. 





IN ALL HIS OFFICES. By Bishop William F. McDowell. 

Abingdon Press. 126 pages. $1.00. 

This little volume is composed of a series of intimate ad- 
dresses to the students of Boston University, the author’s 
Alma Mater. They are based upon Bishop McDowell’s 
years of rich experience in preaching the gospel of his Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, and were given just shortly before 
his death last year. He pleads with the preacher of today to 
preach Christ in all his offices, those of Son, Prophet, Priest, 
King, and Interpreter. The book will prove an inspiration 
to both the young ministerial students and the minister in 
his preaching. 

—WwM. T. Baker, Richmond, Virginia. 





HORACE BUSHNELL AND RELIGIOUS EDUCA- 
TION. By A. J. Wm. Myers. Manthorne and Burack. 
183 pages. $2.00. 

This interesting book by the distinguished professor of 
religious education in Hartford Seminary deals with the 
contribution of Horace Bushnell to religious education. Dr. 
Myers quotes copiously from Bushnell’s classic, views of 
Christian Nurture, which was largely instrumental in turn- 
ing American Christianity away from excessive revivalism 
to constructive Christian education (preéminently in the 
home). He shows how remarkably Bushnell foreshadowed 
our present ideals. The book is written in a scholarly, yet 
clear manner, with a bit too much repetition. It reminds us 
of the folly of “heresy-hunting” as it freely quotes Bush- 
nell’s critics. Its primary value is to professional workers in 
religious education, and to Christian leaders who work in 
an atmosphere antagonistic to Christian education. 

—Harry G. Goopykoontz, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
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Cathedral, Mexico City. One of the great cathedrals of the world 


The Gospel in Mexicot 


By Wa tter Montano* 


O N A VISIT to Mexico, lasting over a month 
and involving some two hundred and fifty 
hours of travel by train and car, I covered ‘a 
distance of six thousand miles. Following the de- 
cision to make the visit, I received a cordial welcome 
from President Cardenas on behalf of the Mexican 
Government, and an equally warm welcome from 
the Minister of Public Health. The National Council 
of the Evangelical Churches, through their Execu- 


*Sr. Walter Montano has been a missionary of the Evangelical 
Union of South America since 1929. 
+Used by permission World Dominion. 


tive Secretary, Professor Gonzalez Baez Camargo, 
had already prepared a full program of evangelistic 
meetings, not only in Mexico City, but in other 
States. 

When I arrived at the frontier, I saw that various 
persons were being refused permission to enter. 
When my turn came, the officials carefully examined 
my passport, and enquired as to the object of my 
visit. Among my documents, however, were letters 
from the President of the Republic and the Minister 
of Public Health and these were sufficient. Although 
my passport described me as an “evangelical min- 
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Missions 


ister,” I was given every courtesy, and even my 
suitcases were passed through the Customs without 
examination. I was accompanied to the train by two 
officials, and was helped on my way with every 
attention. The five hundred Mexican dollars, which 
most who enter the country are supposed to deposit, 
were not required of me. 

Near the city of Mexico I purchased the papers 
published in the capital and was surprised to see the 
notices and accounts of the activities of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Just as in the most liberal country 
in the world, these papers were giving religious 
announcements with full particulars. This was sur- 
prising, as I had seen and heard so much about the 
oppression of the priesthood by the authorities. 


In THE MExICAN CAPITAL 


The first week of my stay in Mexico City was 
filled with meetings, held in the largest Protestant 
church in the republic, which used to be a Fran- 
ciscan monastery. We began with some thousand 
people, and by the end of the week, the congrega- 
tion growing night by night, there were more than 
fifteen hundred present. Such a crowd made it im- 
possible to squeeze in another person. There were 
high army officers, government servants, representa- 
tives of the intellectual circles, even Roman Catholic 
priests: in fact all classes of society, political and 
religious, were represented. The addresses lasted for 
an hour each night, and there was attention, silence, 
and interest not often experienced. 

One night Mr. Townsend, who ‘is a leader of a 
group of missionaries who are translating the New 
Testament into the Mexican Indian dialects under 
the patronage of the President himself, was able to 
bring to the meeting a man of position and influence 
whose attitude had always been anti-religious. This 
friend listened attentively through the whole service, 
and, according to Mr. Townsend, appeared deeply 
moved. He was unable to hide the struggle taking 
place in his soul, and at the close hurriedly left the 
service without even greeting his friends. 

The way God worked in these meetings was truly 
marvelous. At the last two gatherings, the local 
brethren urged me to make an appeal to those who 
wished to come forward and accept Christ. On the 
first of these occasions forty people, their eyes 
streaming with tears, came forward and knelt, con- 
fessing their sins and accepting Christ. The follow- 
ing night, when I told the story of my own conver- 
sion, more than a hundred came forward, crying to 
God for the pardon of their sins. The gospel was 
new to all these people; they were Roman Catholics 
Who, in all sincerity, were seeking peace for their 
souls. Nor was it simply the common people who 
came forward, but society folk and well-known per- 
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Monument to Hidalgo, near Guadalupe Cathedral 


sons. Professor Camargo stated that he saw many 
people come to the meetings full of pride and even 
hatred toward us; at the close of the service not a 
few of them were crying like children, among them 
an army general, who, moved to the depths of his 
soul, gave way to tears. After the meeting many 
Catholics came to me saying, “I am a Catholic, but I 
know nothing about the life eternal, and now I 
accept Christ as my only personal Saviour.” Mis- 
sionaries and workers in general said that they had 
never experienced meetings with such blessed results. 


Visit TO PUEBLO 


It was not my intention to remain in Mexico for 
more than two weeks, but letters and telegrams from 
different states, begging for a visit, reached the 
Council. Professor Osuna, an outstanding Christian, 
and a prominent figure in the Mexican Government 
in the time of Presidents Carranza and Calles, came 
from Monterey to Mexico City and exacted a prom- 
ise that I would visit Monterey. After prayer, I de- 
cided to remain longer and visit Pueblo, Vera Cruz, 
Orizaba, Guadalajara, Aguas Calientes, San Luiz 
Potosi, Saltillo, Torréon, El Paso (Texas), and 
Nogales. These last two places are on the frontier 
of the United States of America. I had to travel 
almost day and night, and in some places immediately 






































Cathedral at Morelia 


after service I had to take the train for another state. 
Professor Camargo accompanied me to Pueblo, and 
there we had united meetings for two nights and a 
large number of people were led to Christ. During 
our visit to Pueblo, the first National Anti-Alcoholic 
Congress took place, at the invitation of President 
Cardenas, with delegates from all the Mexican states 
and from other countries, chiefly Latin America. 
Dr. Siurob, Minister of Public Health, presided over 
the Congress and represented the government. He 
invited me to preside over the third full session, in 
my capacity as delegate of the National League of 
Social Hygiene of Peru, and extended to me the 
privilege of being a guest of honor of the Govern- 
ment of Pueblo. 


VerA Cruz AND ORIZABA 

The meetings in Vera Cruz I shall never forget. 
The church was full, and at the close of the meeting 
the platform would not hold the crowd of people 
who came pleading for our prayers. The brethren 
asked if we could not remain another day, but the 
itinerary was already fixed and it was quite impossi- 
ble, so I said, jokingly, “If you would like a meeting 
at four-thirty in the mornin !” Thinking no 
more about it, I went to bed, tired out, but exactly 
at four-thirty in the morning I was awakened, the 
pastor and other brethren had called for me, and 
when I went to the church there were two-hundred 
and fifty people gathered for a méeting. Oh, how 
God worked that morning in the hearts of those 
people! 

From Vera Cruz I went to Orizaba. Here the 
hall, big though it was, would not hold the people. 
The street was full and men and women were sitting 
on the paths. There were more than fourteen hun- 





dred people present, 
Here again they 
begged me for another 
day. I invited them 
for a meeting at five 
in the morning, and at 
this hour, in the bitter 
cold, there were six 
hundred people wait- 
img...» The power 
and presence of God 
were evident and we 
felt the fire of the 
Holy Spirit kindling 
our hearts. 

From this last place 
we returned to Mex- 
ico City for the other 
meetings which had 
been arranged. In the 
Y. M. C. A. there was 
a magnificent gather- 
ing of people who did not belong to any of the 
churches. Some Communists in the audience tried 
to make a little trouble, but everything went well 
and there were no serious difficulties. On another 
evening the united youth of the Federal District met 
me, to the number of two thousand. It was a most 
touching occasion, when crowds of young people 
of all denominations dedicated themselves to the serv- 
ice of God with all their hearts—one fervent spirit 
of love and unity. On that evening also they agreed 
to issue an appeal to the evangelical youth of all 
Latin America to work on behalf of the forthcoming 
Congress of Latin American Evangelical Youth, in 
which they proposed to study the best methods of 
a vigorous campaign for the evangelization of un- 
converted youth. 





Tue THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


In Mexico City there is a center for preparing 
young men for the ministry. The president and the 
other professors are men of real consecration to 
God, and the seminary is a center of training for all 
denominations. As part of my program in Mexico, 
the brethren arranged that I should give devotional 
messages to faculty and students every day. God 
blessed these meetings much, and foreign mission- 
aries, pastors of churches, professors from the semi- 
nary, as well as the students, and also workers from 
Sunday schools, came unfailingly. The theme was 
that of consecration and service. 


OTHER STATES 


From Mexico City I set out for Guadalajara, ac- 
companied by two outstanding Mexican Christian 
leaders, and again had most encouraging services. 
Our journey was continued to the places already 
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Misssons 


mentioned, and in every town we saw the hand of 
God. 


. . . . . 


The fact that most of the meetings were united 
gatherings tended to more coédperation between the 
different churches. There has come a greater spirit 
of unity among the workers, in fact, in many 
churches there are now united meetings for prayer 
among the workers of the different denominations. 


FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 


Mexico is passing through a unique phase of its 
history. The clouds of confusion have not yet 
passed from its sky, nor will they do so quickly. 
Everything is in a state of uncertainty and it is 
impossible to foretell what tomorrow will bring. 
The properties of churches and religious colleges 
are in continual danger, for at any moment the 
Government can take possession of them. As a 
matter of fact, many of the Protestant schools are 
closed and cannot exist if they teach religion. Some 
evangelical schools have had to be turned into purely 
commercial colleges or institutes for social instruc- 
tion. It is difficult to understand the situation, for 
some of the actions of the Government seem quite 
contradictory in nature to others. Shortly after | 
left Mexico, I was told that the Government had 
restored valuable property to the Presbyterians. [An 
account of this appeared on page 4o2, July, 1937, 
PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY. | 

While I was in the country a congress of school- 
masters was held to discuss methods of education. 
There was practical unanimity on the necessity of 
laying more emphasis on the fight against religious 
teaching, and what is called fanaticism. The director 
of a school told us how the Governor of the state 
had again and again tried to get him into trouble 
because he had refused to teach rationalism and to 
give anti-religious instruction. 

As Mexico is a Federal country, it is left to the 
Governor of each state to interpret the program of 
education as he may choose. Consequently there is 
a great variety according to the local attitude. There 
are a few schools where the teaching is not only 
anti-religious but immoral; there are some teachers 
who pervert the children by extreme programs of 
sexual education. . . . This does not occur every- 
where, nor is it officially recognized. Nevertheless, 
because of the liberty of interpretation and the fact 
that there is no uniformity or proper standard of 
teaching, the enemies of religion take the oppor- 
tunity to inject their poison into the hearts and minds 
of the children. 

With regard to the preaching of the gospel by 
foreigners, although it is severely limited by law, 


there are still foreign missionaries in Mexico who 
carry on their work, perhaps with even better results 
than before. Personally, | was never molested in a 
single instance. The central department of the Gov- 
ernment made it clear that I was free to speak in any 
part of Mexico with perfect liberty. 


New Meruops oF EvANGELISM! 


The restrictive laws of Mexico in the matter of 
religion have turned out favorably in many senses: 

1. The Evangelicals have felt compelled to unite 
for one common object, to preach Christ crucified. 

2. They have adopted new methods of evangeliza- 
tion, which in other circumstances probably they 
would not have adopted for many years. It was 
most interesting, for example, to accompany Dr. 
Wallace, a missionary of the Presbyterian Board, and 
Sr. Baez Camargo, to what they call “Wednesday 
Breakfasts” in one of the best restaurants in the 
capital. To this are invited people of the intellectual 
classes. On this occasion we stayed from seven until 
ten in the morning, while I spoke to them of my 
personal experience of Christ. 

3. Now that the foreign missionaries cannot con- 
duct definitely religious services, they are discover- 
ing other methods. Mr. Norman Taylor, a Presby- 
terian, is working with fine results among the sol- 
diers. I accompanied him one morning, together 
with Mr. Huegel, when we visited several camps. 
Mr. Taylor has a small wireless set installed in his 
car, and first of all he gives a little music to these 
isolated soldiers. Then Mr. Huegel gives them a 
Bible talk, urging upon them the need for repentance 
and turning to Christ. On this occasion, all the 
soldiers held up their hands asking for our prayers, 
and many bought New Testaments. 

4. Other missionaries, such as Mr. Reifsnyder, 
have sought some method of reaching the students 
of the college and university, gathering them to- 
gether weekly for “lay sermons.” The night I was 
there, there were twenty-two students, among them 
Roman Catholics, who were deeply interested and 
obviously anxious to continue meeting with Mr. 
Reifsnyder. 

5. In the midst of the difficulties presented by the 
law, the workers have had to fall back on propa- 
ganda by the press. It is difficult to calculate the 
great results attained in this way by the Latin Ameri- 
can bookstore, under the direction of Sr. Baez 
Camargo. This establishment is visited by all classes 
of people interested in books, and Sr. Camargo has 
an evangelical message for all. The method and 
system which he uses attract Communists, revolu- 


1See Religion in the Republic of Mexico, by C. Baez Camargo and 
Kenneth G. Grubb, published by the World Dominion Press. 
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tionaries, students, professors, publicists, and others, 
and all receive the gospel message. Under Sr. 
Camargo’s direction there are others who are work- 
ing with great zeal. 

6. The youth, indifferent hitherto to the necessity 
of testifying before others, are not only uniting 
among themselves but working openly; groups of 
young people go out to different suburbs and carry 
on regular services, also visiting the homes. One 
such group has dedicated itself to carrying the gospel 
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to outcast women, a most truly apostolic labor, 

7. The difficulties with which the evangelical 
bodies are faced have made the workers feel the 
imperative necessity of more prayer, anda turning to 
God for the solution of the religious and spiritual 
problems of Mexico. They have issued a circular, 
addressed to “our brethren in the common faith of 
Christ scattered throughout the entire Mexican Re- 
public,” calling them to a deeper consecration of life 
and to the practice of daily prayer. 


Woman’s Work in Guerrero, Mexico 


By Jaret Rojo 


Translated by Letty Beaty, Chilpancingo, Mexico* 


How is Woman’s Work carried on in Guerrero, Mexico? Do the workers drive to the church doors in cars? Do they 
sleep on Simmons beds in comfortable homes or hotels? Do they have regular substantial meals and safe drinking water on 
their trips? Is the work worth while in the sight of God?—L. B. 


WISH to inform you of my first trip for the 
year, which was to the “hot country.” I left 

Chilpancingo by bus for a four-hours trip, to go 
to Iguala, where I was to meet Hilaria Paniagua, who 
was to go with me. I confess that before my visit I 
could not see more than question marks ahead of me. 
What was the “hot country” like? What kind of 
people live there? What can we do? “Who will 
remove the stone?” The first stone was, who will 
accompany us to show us the way and to protect 
us? Trusting the Lord of the Vineyard we went to 
Teloloapan, a trip of a few hours, finding along the 
way only strangers and customs strange to us. In 
whose charge could we be placed for the journey of 
two days and two nights? I tried to form plans but 
found that the Lord already had His plans made for 
us. I met a man I knew and begged him to go with us, 
but he was busy. However, he promised to find 
some honest, trustworthy person to go with us, so 
we went on to Pochote, where a stranger appeared 
saying he was the one who would accompany us on 
the long trip. 

We left on burros and traveled all day long, en- 
joying the beautiful scenery of our Sierra Madre, 
but were very tired because of our mode of travel 
and because it was hard to find anything to eat. 
At one place I managed to buy three cents worth 
of beans, cornbread, and peppers, but in most places 
we could find nothing. We spent two nights on the 


*Miss Beaty has been an educational missionary whose former 
station was Zitacuaro. She is now doing evangelistic work and is 
stationed at Chilpancingo, Guerrero, Mexico. 


trip, the first one in an inn, sleeping on a cane bed on 
the porch, surrounded by many men, so could not 
sleep well. The next night we spent on the floor in 
a small kitchen which had no door, so were kept 
awake by the dogs which came in and out all night, 
when they were not barking outside. We finally 
arrived at burning Arcelia, where we had another 
problem, how to get to Coyuca. But we were for- 
tunate in finding a chance to go in the mail car, a 
distance of three hours. 

We arrived in Coyuca very happy, as the people 
there received us with much joy. We had services 
every night until a man came to take us on to San 
José, a distance of fours hours horseback. We had 
Sunday school in the morning and services at night 
in a village near by, visiting the families in each place. 
On Monday we met with the society “Lidia,” and 
while there had four meetings with the women. 
From there we went to Placeres del Oro, accom- 
panied by two girls, a young man, and an older man 
who was our guide. There we held two services. 
We left all these places carrying in our hearts the 
burden of their spiritual, moral, and social needs. 
We retraced our trip back to Coyuca and to Arcelia. 
After visiting some there we went on to Jalisco, a 
distance of two hours on horseback, having services 
with the believers and a meeting with the society 
“Mary of Bethany,” in order to instruct them in the 
Auxiliary methods. We started back on our journey 
to Teloloapan with much danger of assaults on the 
way, but God blessed us, and we know that these 
tests make us realize the power of God and make 
our faith stronger. 
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Missions 


The next day we went to Zacatlan, six hours on 
burros, guided by a drunk man, but again God kept 
us from harm and we were happy to arrive at the 
home of teachers who are our friends. The people 
there are not Evangelicals, but they were glad to 
hear the gospel and to receive, even to distribute, 
literature. We pray that God will bless His work 
in this place. 

Next we went to Iguala in order to visit the 
villages around there. These trips were made on 
foot, first to Tepecoacuilco, a distance of one hour, 
where we organized a society called “Workers of 
the Lord,” and also had Bible studies with the con- 
gregation. Next we went to Zapaupa, a distance of 
from four to six hours on foot, where we organized 
a society, “Martha and Mary,” with more than 


" twenty members. From there to Temazcalapa, where 


we talked to the women, but were not able to form 
a society. We returned to Iguala and then went to 
La Mohonera de Apipilulco, next to Tlanipatlin, 
three hours horseback, and to Cuetzala, eight hours 
horseback. In each place we held services and had 
meetings with the women where the societies were 
already organized. We returned to La Mohonera 
and from there went to Chilpancingo to rest while 
we washed our clothes and prepared for another 
trip. 

On my return I found problems in all parts, needs 
everywhere. The congregations of the “hot coun- 
try” need much sympathy, prayer, and cooperation. 
[ give thanks to God that He has given us a new 
vision of His work, and above all that He is able to 
use us as instruments in His hands for bringing in 
His Kingdom. I also give thanks to God because I 
have tasted of the hardships that the bearers of the 
gospel have to endure. Now I understand the words 
of our Lord, “In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tions,” etc. (John 16:33). “For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us.” (Romans 8: 18.) 

“Woe is unto me, if 1 preach not the gospel.” 
I Corinthians 9:16. (This is the verse chosen by the 
Presbyterial as a motto.) ; 

(Signed) Jaret Rojo, Secretary of Womans 
Work for the States of Guerrero and 
Morelos, Mexico. 


Trip To THE Mountain REGION 
(April 26-June 26) 


The 26th of April I went to Balsas, accompanied 
by Celia Reyes (a nurse) and Eliud Najers (a lay 
worker), after first commending ourselves to the 
Lord. We held a service with the believers in hot 
Balsas, and next day we were fortunate to find a 


freight canoe, “The Central,” that would take us to 
the next village, a distance of nine hours. We were 
comfortable, sitting on our sacks of salt and enjoy- 
ing the scenery along the river. At noon we had 
lunch at a small restaurant by the riverside, called 
“The Four Winds,” and arrived at our destination 
at 2 P. M., where we remained two days. There was 
a fire in the Catholic church which burned the 
miraculous saints, so the Catholics accused us of 
sending a woman to start the fire. They wanted to 
“do justice” to us (punish us), and our lives were 
in danger. The women gathered in the church and 
the men in the office to talk over the matter. Then 
the women lined up outside with rocks in their 
hands to stone us. One of the believers came with 
two of his sons, all armed, and said we had better 
leave at once, as perhaps there would be more 
danger later. So we passed through the crowd of 
women bravely and God delivered us from the peril 
that Stephen suffered, in order to show us His love 
and great power. We shook the dust from our feet 
and left this place to go to San Miguelito, traveling 
from 2 to 8 P. M. and from 12 at night to 6 in the 
morning. We left at midnight for fear that the 
enemies might follow us, and also because we could 
not get a nap any way on account of the swarms of 
ants which inhabited our room, which was without 
walls, only posts and a grass roof. 


In San Miguelito the people received us with smil- 
ing faces and welcomed us to their humble homes. 
There is a good and enthusiastic congregation, but 
the people live so far apart it is hard for them to get 
together for the services. In spite of this we had 
good congregations, with a majority of the believers 
present at each service. We also visited in the 
homes, having family prayers and instructing them 
how to carry on this work, and the importance of it 
to them. Filled with joy because of the friendship of 
these noble Christians, we said good-by to them to 
go to Tlacotepec. We traveled from 5 A. M. till late 
at night, then slept under a tree, the five of us on the 
same straw mat, we two girls, a married couple, and 
the lay worker. The next morning we started early 
and arrived at 1o A. M. We held a service for the 
congregation, had a Mother’s Day program, and 
reorganized the society “Followers of Christ.” Next 
we went to La Ciniega, eight hours by horseback, 
where we found quite a number of believers who 
can be formed into a congregation. They are think- 
ing of building a house of worship. God grant that 
their desires may be realized. 

We returned to Tlacotepec for Sunday services, 
then from there went to La Reforma, three hours 
horseback, reorganizing the society of 25 active 
members. We held four meetings with them, teach- 
ing them about their relations with the presbyterial 
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and the synodical, as well as about their local society 
work. They named all the different officers and 
secretaries and all seemed interested to know exactly 
what they could do in their departments for the 
local society and church as well as for the work in 
general. This society, “Servants of Christ,” gives 
great promise in the work. We held services and 
_ socials for all the congregation also, while there. 
Later we visited all the following places, within 
walking distance: Corral de Piedra, about two hours; 
Ojo de Agua, about five hours; El Ahuejote, one and 
a half hours; La Barranca and El Morro, one hour 
each; and Soyocalco, about four hours. In each place 
we had services for the congregation and found 
much interest in learning hymns, in Bible study, and 
in one place they are anxious to build a place of 
worship. On the entire trip the nurse had special 
work with the children, talks on hygiene, etc., with 
the older people, and treated 73 people during the 
trip. In some places swarms of children would fol- 
low her around all day long asking her to teach them 
hymns and Scripture. 


OBSERVATIONS 
What have Communism and Socialism done 
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among the Evangelicals? It seems that they have 

enetrated to the most remote corners to try the 
faith of the believers. But, thanks to God, they have 
found solid foundations and bedrock convictions, It 
is a new movement which proposes to destroy faith, 
but it is only stirring up the Christians of conviction 
to study their Bibles more, to watch their steps, and 
the steps of their families. Of course there are some 
who do not take enough interest to care to defend 
themselves. These accept anything that comes along, 
good or bad. May God use this movement of rest- 
lessness and strange doctrines to awaken the Chris- 
tians to a new revival of faith, so that they may 
occupy their places as the priests and religious teach- 
ers in their homes and churches. 


Although we suffered a little on our trip, we had 
much joy in the friendship of our Christian brethren 
and the pleasure of contemplating the beauties of 
nature which manifest the divine glory and power. 
May God bless His work in all the world, and bless 
the little we have tried to do in His name. 


“Woe unto me if I preach not the gospel.” 


(Signed) Jaret Rojo, Secretary of Woman's Work 
in the States of Guerrero and Morelos, Mexico. 





An Appreciation of Dr. and Mrs. Mooret 


By F. M. CuristoPHEer* 


A FEW weeks ago we foreigners in Takamatsu 
said good-by to two well loved figures, Dr. 
John and Mrs. Moore. Dr. John was known 
to us all as “Dicker.” One of the Munroe children 
when small attempted to say “Doctor” and com- 
promised by saying “Dicker” and so the name re- 
mained until he left. He is a big man in every sense 
of the word—a huge frame, a booming voice—and a 
heart big enough to include the many friends he 
made; big enough to stand by his convictions at 
whatever cost to himself, and to champion any 
friend who needed help. Yet, with all the size and 
courage, so shy, that force was almost needed to 
make him take the seat of honor. One of the 
humblest and most sincere Christians I have ever 
known. In these days of religious compromise such 
veterans stand out conspicuously. 
I have stood with him and watched the tears roll 
down as he saw a tiny blind girl feeling her way 
along, as out of his big heart he said, “such things 


*Mr. Christopher is connected with the Commercial College, 
Takamatsu, Japan. 

+Dr. and Mrs. Moore have retired from the work in Japan. He 
after 47 years, she after 44 years service. 


should not be.” I have watched him as he sat on the 
floor with untainted children on the Leper Island— 
the children almost helpless with laughter as he told 
them stories and “Dicker” himself laughing so 
heartily that he could not continue. These children 
who can never touch their parents unless they too 
develop leprosy, clung on to his hands, coattails, 
legs, directly he landed from the sampan, they loved 
him. 

The large organ box on the back of his car, we 
nicknamed “the coffin”, his brakes gave a shriek 
when applied which was never heard before and has 
not been heard since he left—This was known as 
the “Moore Squeak.” 

Dr. John and Mrs. Moore have left places in our 
hearts which will not be filled. We miss their genial 
friendship, their unfailing help in times of trouble, 
such “big” people leave large gaps. 

In the small foreign communities of the Orient, 
we ships from different countries meet, salute, and 
then pass on. Our prayers go with Dr. and Mrs. 
Moore as their ship returns safely to harbor in their 
homeland. We are thankful to have met them and 
we wish them “Godspeed.” 
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Parlor Curtains 


UST a few yards of scrim, but what a history they 
have had! The cotton was planted in the Sunny 
South, picked by a Negro, spun by a towhead, 

sold by Sears to a white-haired woman who lovingly 

stitched and fitted them for the windows of her 

daughter’s temporary home in Nashville, Tennessee. 
* * * 


A few members of the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions together with some relatives of the 
bride, gathered in the little home to witness the 
marriage ceremony of a Mexico missionary child. 
The occasion was momentous because she was the 
first of the Mexico children (of Southern Presby- 
terians) to take that step. 

a 1 ” 


Furlough ended, the ivory-colored curtains were 
packed into a trunk and began the long journey to 
southern Mexico. At Laredo, the trunk had to 
undergo inspection. But silk stockings, cosmetics, 
and candy attract more attention than such things 
as cheap cotton curtains, so the missionary’s trunk 
was scarcely noticed. 

At a little town called Escabedo, or Gonzalez 
Junction, the trunk left de luxe traveling and began 
its second-class journey through fields of wild pink 
cosmos, around emerald mountains, dotted here and 
there with towers of Catholic churches, which are 
to be seen in almost every village. These churches 
no longer boast a village priest and sometimes not 
many worshippers, for the present government aims 
to wean the rural inhabitants away from the power 
and influence of Rome. 


* * * 


Annual Mission Meeting was to be held in Zita- 
cuaro. The new curtains were draped at the win- 
dows of the sun parlor. Now this meeting is not an 
“august body,” but just a small group of earnest, 
tired (sometimes discouraged) veterans, talking over 
ways and means to stretch the Gideon’s band and the 
eagle over four states. This annual communion, or 
fellowship, is about the only time our missionary 
families see one another, and if illness or furlough 
prevent attendance, then two years must pass by 
without this inspiration. 


* * * 


December is the month for the Vacation Church 
School, and preparations for the Christmas service. 
The missionary lent one pair of curtains for the 
angel to wear, and the other for the Virgin. (Girls 
always take the part of angels in Mexico.) 





é . s e . . o4 

Ti Mrs. R. C. Morrow is an evangelistic missionary stationed at 
Hitacuaro, Michoacan, Mexico. She with Mr. Morrow has served the 
Mexico mission since 1909. 


By Mepora Askew Morrow* 


Those same yards of cloth that heard “Here comes 
the bride” one year and annual reports the next, now 
are destined to fall gracefully from the shoulders of 
the impersonator of Mary when she said, “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour”; and the first evangel who pro- 
claimed “For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 





The little missionary grandchild, six months old, 
came to Zitacuaro, thousands of miles, in a Pontiac. 
Again the parlor curtains were honored. The bright 
sun streamed through them onto the tile floor where 
the little one cooed and beat her rattle, while a long- 
lost ecstacy filled the hearts of her grandparents. 


* * * 


Many years ago, when the Graybill Memorial 
School was really a school of industry, a little lad, 
who had lost his father, was keeping a store for his 
mother. This wayside store was at the top of the hill 
between town and school. The missionary went into 
the store to buy some candles. She asked the boy if 
he wouldn’t like to go to school. 

He had to get up before day to milk the cows and 
deliver the milk for his mother, but he managed to 
arrange to come to school. He worked faithfully 
and studied with great diligence. He had a flower 
bed of roses and carnations which he _ tended 
lovingly. 

He graduated. He went to Mexico City to a gov- 
ernment normal school. Each vacation he returned 
to the Graybill School to visit his teachers and to see 
his roses. This year he wrote us, “I want to be 
married in the Zitacuaro church. Will you decorate 
it for me?” 

Again the parlor curtains were honored to hang 
in the Gothic windows to form a background for 
ivy geranium garlands. Pink roses from the bride- 
groom’s flower bed adorned the dark hair of the 
lovely maids who carried calla lilies, which grow so 
luxuriantly here. 
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In Mexico, there has to be a civil marriage. On 
this occasion, “the beauty and the chivalry” (et al.) 
gathered at the house of the groom’s mother, next 
door to the same little store. The judge who read 
the “case” (written in longhand in an old-fashioned 
ledger) had also been a pupil of the Graybill School. 
The bride, groom, mother, and several others signed 
their names in the book. Then the thumbprint of 
both bride and groom went down on the page. They 
were thus sealed “for better or for worse.” 

The bride and relatives had come “half way across 
the republic” because the groom wanted them to 
come to his Alma Mater. 


* * * 


Between adventures, the curtains daily hear the 
news from China and Spain; they have heard the 
President of the United States; they witness the out- 
pouring of “hearts bowed down by weight of woe” 
(visitors who seek comfort or physical aid from the 
missionary); the mailbag is brought in—there is 
confusion, snatches of letters are read; on cold rainy 


Products of mission schools. Four of the bridesmaids are training for nurses in our Morelia Hospital 





nights, supper is served before the fire—then there 
are evening prayers. 
The first crackles cheerily to the curtains: 


“I burn to set the imprison’d wranglers free, 
And give them voice and utterance once again.” 


And to the master of the house: 


“Now stir the fire, and close the shutters fast, 
Let fall the curtains, wheel the sofa round, 
And while the bubbling and loud-hissing urn 
Throws up a steamy column, and the cups 
That cheer but not inebriate wait on each, 

So let us welcome peaceful evening in.” 
—Cowprr. 


* aK * 

Just now the curtains are still fresh with the mem- 
ory of real orange blossoms and the echo of: “To 
have and to hold from this day forward, for better 
for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, to love and to cherish till death us do part, 
according to God’s holy ordinance; and thereto I 
give thee my troth.” 





Hidden 


What special courtesy was shown Sr. Montano on 
his visit to Mexico? 

How was Sr. Montano’s ministry received? 

Tell of some of the new methods of Evangelism for 
Mexico. 

Describe the wedding the “Parlor Curtains” saw. 

What are some of the contrasts in Mexico? 

How did God lead the way for Jael Rojo’s itinerary 
in the “hot country”? 
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Treasure 
What trying experience did the Secretary of 
Woman’s Work (Mexico) have? 


Who was blamed for the fire in the Catholic church 
in a small Mexican village? 


What were some of the comments made by the girls 
of Golden Castle College Y. W. C. A. as to what 
their encampment had meant to them? 


Whose nickname was “Dicker’’? 
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What Agnes Erskine College Did for Me 


By ARacy 


N the end of the year 1921 God gave us the 

privilege of entertaining in our home the Rev. 

Sebastion Gomes, who with his family was 
making an evangelistic trip in the interior of the 
state of Ceara, it was the first time we had ever 
heard preached the good news of salvation. We 
spent the whole night learning hymns, and hearing 
him explain the Word of God. 

In May of the next year we had a visit from 
Rev. Nathael Cortez, pastor of the Presbyterian 
church in the capital city of our state. At this time 
our whole family, including twenty-eight persons, 
united with Christ on profession of faith and bap- 
tism. Previous to this my father had died. 

Rev. Cortez seemed much interested in me, and 
asked me if I would not like to study in an evangel- 
ical school which was located in Pernambuco. I 
replied that it was my great desire to study, but 
that my mother had never been able to give her 
children any more education than she herself had 
been able to teach them at home. 

Soon after this Rev. Cortez wrote me that it had 
been arranged with the Principal of the Agnes 
Erskine School for me to go there to study with- 
out paying any tuition. I only had to furnish my 
clothing and books. No one can imagine with what 
joy I heard this, as now I could realize my greatest 
desire. 

In the beginning of the year 1923 I left for the 
first time my beloved country home for Pernam- 
buco, where I knew I would be very happy. I was 
accompanied by my brother, Joseph Duarte, who 
was going to study in the Evangelical Seminary of 
Pernambuco to become a minister. 

After a journey of about twenty miles on horse- 
back, we came to the nearest railroad station, for the 
first time in my life I traveled by train. After two 
days by train we came to the capital city of my 
state, this also was seen for the first time by this 
country girl. After some necessary purchases in the 
city we embarked on a small steamer which brought 
us in five days to Pernambuco. 

At last I was in the Agnes Erskine School. This 
was also the first time I had been in an evangelical 
atmosphere, except that of my own home. The very 


——— 


DuartTe* 


appearance of the persons around me seemed strange. 
The impression I had of Miss Douglas was that she 
was not an earthly creature. Her face, so calm; her 
voice, so soft; her words, so polite; all made me think 
of some one celestial. I thought perhaps I had died, 
and was in heaven. Only after many days did things 
begin to seem real, and I began to understand the 
transformation that was taking place in me. 

Today I can see why God sent me to that school, 
it was because He had work for me to do, and it 
was necessary that I be prepared to do it. All that 
I know, and all that I am, I owe to that school. 
There I learned my first lessons in the Bible, there 
I had my first experiences in a Christian life, there 
I learned how a Christian ought to live. There I 
learned, too, how to earn a living for myself and 
my dear mother. I shall always be grateful to those 
who kept me in the school for five years. I shall 
never forget the edifying lessons I learned, and also 
the example of piety and the Christian sacrifice of 
those who were absent from their country and 
family—I shall never forget all that they did for me. 

At present I am Supervisor of a primary govern- 
ment school, which has two hundred and forty-five 
pupils. I also teach a subject in an agricultural 
school, where there are fifty-one pupils. As these 
are government schools I do not have the liberty of 
teaching religion, but every Saturday I have an 
hour lesson in morality and civics. I make use of 
this opportunity to teach some Bible lessons. The 
pupils enjoy immensely the Bible stories. The head 
of the agricultural school likes very much to talk 
to me on the subject of religion. I have given him 
a Bible. I have also given one to the Secretary to 
the Governor, who is very friendly to me. I have 
worked hard and God has blessed me wonderfully, I 
have a good salary and am considered the best 
teacher of the city. I teach a class of young people 
in the Sunday school. I direct the evangelical work 
for my brother when he is off on preaching trips. 
I am president of the Woman’s Auxiliary, which is 
very enthusiastic in their work. Recently I accom- 

anied a minister on a preaching trip, the expenses 
of which were paid by the Woman’s Auxiliary. 
So far God has helped us. 


i family of Aracy Duarte lived far away in the interior of a state in the northern part of Brazil. In a marvelous way her family 
ag to the knowledge of salvation. After graduating from the Agnes Erskine School and teaching there a short time, she is now 
orxing in Rio Branco (White River) in the north western part of Brazil, not far from Peru. In the following letter she tells what this 


school has done for her.—Margaret Moore Douglas. 
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Golden Castle Girls 

















Left—Off for a mountain hike. 
Below—The old and the new—old inn 
and new motor bus, Japanese and 
foreign clothes. Two girls in white 
trousers ready for the hike. 


ie THE closing days of July, 
1937, some of the ‘YW. girls 

and teachers from the Golden 
Castle College held a four-day 
conference way back up at the 
foot of what we generally call 
the “Japanese Alps.” We had al- 
ready finished the regular school 
summer conference, held every year in the school 
buildings, and attended this year by five hundred 
girls of the school. At that conference fifty-seven 
definitely expressed a wish to be baptized. We had 
also finished the week’s sw imming trip of the school, 
when about two hundred girls spent the time at the 
seashore, receiving instruction in swimming and 
living the outdoor life. During those days, also, there 
were hours for Bible study and quiet thinking. 

But this year the girls of the Y.W.C.A. expressed 
themselves as not satished with those two events and 
said that they wanted to have a conference of their 
own off in some quiet place. So arrangements were 
made to hold it in an old country inn, situated 
between two gemlike little lakes, just at the foot of 
the high mountains forming the backbone of Japan, 
which are commonly called the Japanese Alps. 
About thirty-seven girls signed up to attend, and six 


*Rev. L. C. M. Smythe, D.D., is an educational and evangelistic 
missionary on the faculty of the Golden Castle College, Nagoya, 
Japan. Dr. Smythe has served the Japan mission since 1916. 


in the 


Japanese Alps 


By L. C. M. Smyrue* 


teachers went with them. Mrs. Smythe and | also 
joined the party. 

Of course, in conferences like this, the weather 
has an important part, and it was only moderately 
favorable to us. But in good part we were able to 

carry out our program as scheduled. Every morning 
we were up by five o’clock at the latest, “and at six 
o'clock began the day with an early-morning prayer 
—— lf possible this was held by the side of the 
larger of the two lakes, Then all the girls and 
teachers had breakfast together, and after breakfast 
we had a worship period with a talk by one of the 
teachers. Then we broke up into groups and went 
off for an hour of Bible study. These groups also met 
out of doors as far as possible. One day we took boats 
and rowed out into the middle of the lake, each 
group having its Bible study in its boat, and then all 
together sculling around the lake for about an hour. 

The afternoons were free, and in the evening there 
was first a devotional period, led by one of the 
teachers, and then a more or less devotional, more or 


152 








his 
ge 


sti 





also 


ather 
ately 
le to 
ning 
it Six 
ayer 
f the 

and 
kfast 
f the 
went 
) met 
boats 
each 
n all 
our. 
there 
* the 


re or 


Foreign THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 153 
less instructive, lecture was given by someone. One 
lecture was given by a young teacher of science on 
his view of the universe. Another lecture was on the 
geological and archaeological features of the neigh- 
borhood, and one evening I spoke on the Bible, its 
structure and worth. Then to bed till the early ones 



















Above—The conference members 
look to you for friendship. 





Right and below—They feed their 
souls upon the bread of life—devo- 
tional period and Bible study. 


began stirring, about half past four the next morning. 

At the close of the conference, the majority of the 
girls, led by four of the teachers, set out to climb 
White Horse Mountain, one of the neighboring 
peaks reaching up about nine thousand feet above 
the sea. They spent one night on the top of the 
mountain, and report a splendid 
time. The less ambitious of us 
returned home. 

The conference was the first 
of the kind ever held by the 
school, and was rather an ex- 
periment. But all of us felt it 
was worth while. On the last 
evening, the girls met by them- 
selves to discuss it from its good 
and bad sides. Their comments, 
as reported afterwards, were 
very interesting. One of them 
made the remark that, whereas 


















the Bible till then had been for 
her merely a piece of literature, 
she had come during the con- 
ference to find its meaning for 
herself, and she now felt it was 
really her own book. 

Difficulties in Christian work 
are stupendous in Japan, and are 
not diminishing. But, by these 
little quiet conferences and 
similar methods, the Word is 
getting into men’s hearts. Pray 
God that it may do its living 
work. 
































Recollections of Rev. C. N. Caldwell, D. D. 
For 38 Years a Missionary to China 


By Rosert B. and Saran A. Price* 


NE night in September 1915 we stepped off a 
launch into a howling, screaming mob of 
Chinese. We were greeted by an American 

gentleman with these words: “You are the answer 
to seven years’ prayers.” We were in Taichow, 
Kiangsu, China, a city of 150,000 well known as one 
of the most idolatrous as well as one of the most anti- 
foreign localities in Kiangsu Province. 

Mr. Caldwell, for it was he who met us, had lived 
there for seven years. Three of these years had been 
spent on a house-boat because he had not been able 
to secure a place to live on shore. He took us to his 
home where Mrs. Caldwell warmed our hearts and 
cheered our flagging spirits with a dinner of fried 
chicken and many other good things to eat. During 
this meal our five year old daughter remarked in a 
stage whisper: “Mother, isn’t Mr. Caldwell a hand- 
some man?” 

From the night we arrived in Taichow we were 
adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell and all through 
our years in China we felt toward them as children 
do to parents. Among our cherished memories, the 
association with these two dear friends stands out as 
one of the brightest and best. 

Mr. Caldwell belonged to the old school of South- 
ern gentleman. He had all the best qualities of a 
Kentucky Colonel—sure in his opinions, firm in his 
convictions, tender in his emotions and with a cour- 
age which made him hold his ground rfo matter 
what the odds were against him. He was one of the 
most lovable and one of the most entertaining men 
we ever numbered among our friends. 

In 1916 Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell were sent to 
Shanghai by the two missions of our Church for 
duty in the Treasurer’s office. During the years that 
followed we were required by business connected 
with the work of the mission to make occasional 


*Doctor and Mrs. Price are stationed at Taichow, Ku., China. Dr. 
Price has charge of the Sarah Walkup Hospital there. Mrs. Price is 
an evangelistic missionary. 


trips to Shanghai and we always looked forward to 
these journeys because they provided opportunities 
to visit Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell in their hospitable 
home. We only have to listen to the voice of mem- 
ory to hear Mr. Caldwell say: “Robert, how long 
will you and Sarah be in town? . . . You had better 
go out to the house as soon as you ¢an.” 

The work of the Presbyterian Church in Taichow 


was begun by Mr. Caldwell. From the first he had 


the plan of establishing a work which would minister 
to the souls, the intellects, and the bodies of the 
Chinese people. He was the man who interested 
Mr. W. H. Belk and Dr. John Belk in a medical 
work in Taichow and this interest resulted in the 
Sarah Walkup Hospital, one of the best equipped 
hospital plants in the North Kiangsu Mission. 

During his service in Taichow, Mr. Caldwell 
preached the gospel daily. With his Chinese col- 
leagues he proclaimed the Good News of salvation 
every evening, and the present senior elder of the 
Taichow independent, self-supporting Chinese 
Christian Church was one of those instructed in the 
Scriptures by him. 

As Mission Treasurer Mr. Caldwell organized the 
present Associated Mission Treasurers. He was 
faithful, he was accurate, he was efficient, he was 
businesslike, but he tempered strict business with 
mercy. Once we wrote to him under the impres- 
sion that the Sarah Walkup Hospital had a balance 
with the Treasurer of five hundred dollars. The 
hospital needed the money. The reply from him was 
typical: “After going over the accounts I find that 
there is no such balance due the hospital. If you have 
been so informed, it is an error.” 

“P. S. Rather than see you disappointed, | am 
placing in the bank five hundred dollars. This is a 
personal gift to the hospital. You need not men- 
tion it.” 

When Mr. Caldwell went to his reward the cause 
of missions lost an able servant and a loyal supporter 
and we lost a friend we loved. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1936—February 1, 1937..................... $433,605.72* 
Receipts—April 1, 1937—February 1, 1938.............. es 349,316.87 


Decrease for ten months 


*Includes Jubilee Offering, $80,577.82. 


tIncludes China Emergency and Self Denial Offering, $5,380.44. 
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Happy Birthday to You! 


May 2—Mrs. J. W. Bradley, China. 

May 2—Rev. R. F. Cleveland, Africa. 

May 2—Mrs. J. W. Chapman, Africa. 

May 3—Mrs. E. T. Boyer, Korea. 

May 4—Miss Florence D. Patton, Japan. 

May 4—Rev. T. K. Morrison, Africa. 

May s5—Miss Willie B. Greene, Korea. 

May 5—Miss Pattye F. Southerland, Mexico. 

May 6—Mrs. R. P. Richardson, China. 

May 1o—Mrs. H. M. Washburn, Africa. 

May 12—Mrs. Bruce R. Cumming, Korea. 

May 14—Miss Virginia A. Brand, Africa. 

May 16—Rev. Geo. H. Hurst, Brazil. 

May 17—Miss Mary L. Dodson, Korea. 

May 18—Rev. R. J. McMullen, China. 

May 18—Rev. J. Wallace Moore, Japan. (Retired. ) 

May 18—Mrs. A. A. Rochester, Africa. 

May 20—Rev. Lardner W. Moore, Japan. 

May 20—Rev. Harry W. Myers, Japan. 

May 21—Miss Lillian C. Wells, China. 

May 23—Rev. J. H. Longenecker, Africa. 

May 23—Mrs. R. E. McAlpine, Japan. (Retired in 
U. S. Address, Carolina Circle, Winston- 
Salem, N. C.) 

May 27—Miss Margaret H. Hopper, Korea. 

May 28—Rev. E. T. Boyer, Korea. 

May 29—Mrs. H. W. White, China. 

May 30—Mrs. L. B. Tate, Korea. (Retired in U. S. 
Address, Frostproof, Fla.) 

May 31—Mrs. Wm. J. Anderson, Jr., Africa. 

May 31—Rev. H. T. Bridgman, China. 


Epitor’s Note:—A birthday card to any of the above 
may be mailed—bearing a three-cent stamp to China, Japan, 
Korea, and Africa; two-cent stamp to Mexico and Brazil— 
to the address which appears in every other issue of this 
magazine. Star before the missionary’s name indicates “on 
furlough.” The home address will be supplied by the Edu- 
cational Department, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn., on request. 





Mrs. McAlpine not only celebrates a birthday on May 23, 
but she and Dr. McAlpine have also recently celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary. Our interesting picture shows 
Dr. and Mrs. McAlpine with Mr. Ichimura, President of 
Golden Castle College, Nagoya, Japan. When Mr. Ichimura 
arrived in New York and received his invitation to the anni- 
versary, be cancelled other engagements to attend this anni- 
versary. His being there added greatly to the occasion for 
these pioneer missionaries to Japan, who have now retired 
and are living in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where the 
wedding anniversary was celebrated 





Missionary Arrivals and Departures 


ARRIVALS 


From China—Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Hamilton 
Mrs. Phil P. Price 


DEPARTURES 


To Africa—Miss Mary Brown Crawford, new mis- 
sionary. Miss Crawford was born in 
Lewisburg, W. Va., and received her 
A.B. degree from Texas Christian Uni- 
versity, and the degree of M.R.E. from 
the Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va. She leaves the position of 





Director of Young 
People’s Work in the 
Presbyterian Church of 
Decatur, Ga. to take up 
evangelistic work in 
Africa. She will be 
stationed at Lubondai, 
Belgian Congo. 











Mary Brown Crawford 
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Facing Our Task in America 
By P. D. MtLter* 


Eprror’s Nore: Address delivered at the Presbyterian Youth Convention on World Missions, Atlanta, Georgia, Decem- 


ber 28-30, 1937. 


Y fellow students and Christian friends, our 
M missionary task in America is both large and 
complex, but it must be faced both for our 
own sakes and because of its implications for our 
task beyond the seas. You will sympathize with me 
at being involved in a subject completely over my 
head, and therefore pray earnestly that we may be 
guided aright in our thinking together this morning. 
This address will simply suggest a few things about 
the missionary task in America which it seems to me 
your generation will need to face. Among these 
things I mention: 


I. Just Keeping on at the Christian Mission in the 
Stifling Atmosphere of Our Present World. 


You are living in a day of stirring world events, 
but it is certainly not a day of triumph for the 
Church, either here or abroad. In our own land we 
have faced two decades of theological confusion 
that has left some people adrift and without sufficient 
moorings, though we may well be thankful for a 
turning tide in this respect. In that same period a 
vast network of benevolent agencies has sprung up 
outside the Church, without any reference to, and 
sometimes positively antagonistic to, organized re- 
ligion. These are now drawing millions of money 
out of the church which is desperately needed in her 
own work. In that same period a continental Sab- 
bath has come to America, and with increased means 
of travel, commercialized sports and entertainment, 
multitudes have been drawn away from the public 
worship of the churches. This point may be over- 
emphasized today, but certainly the average Presby- 
terian church does well to have 50% of its member- 
ship on Sabbath morning, 20% Sabbath evening, and 
any per cent at all on Wednesday night. Moreover, 
there has been a secularizing of all our American life, 


*Rev. P. D. Miller, D.D., is pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


with no great counteractive spiritual movement since 
the days of Moody—and Moody died almost at the 
opening day of this century. 

Without being in the least an alarmist, I am simply 
saying that the tides are running against the Church 
today, both in this country and other lands. In 
many respects it is a crazy world, and we are in the 
midst of its confusion, with an atmosphere that is 
stifling for what the New Testament calls, “the 
things of the spirit.’ Under the circumstances, it 
seems to me your first task will be to resolve in the 
deepest place of your soul that what Christ began at 
Calvary shall go on in your generation. Under the 
guidance of His Spirit, the ship is committed to you, 
and, in such spiritual weather as America experiences 
today the first requirement is for the courage to 
carry on. May God grant it to us for the demands 
of the days ahead. 


Il. Arouse a Satisfied Church to Its Christ- 
Appointed Missionary Responsibility. 

We belong to a middle-class church, with enough 
of the poor to keep it from being rich, but enough 
of the rich to keep it from being too poor. We have 
been putting emphasis, in our wealthier centers, upon 
very nice buildings and nice preachers and nice pro- 
grams. Our churches are usually located on a pretty 
good street, are comfortably heated, and the bills 
are paid promptly. We move in the right social 
group, we belong to the right political party, we 
were on the right side in the Civil War—in fact we 
are very well satisfied to let things move comfortably 
along. Now if you don’t believe that, I’ll offer a test 
and be willing to abide by the outcome. You try to 
get the official board of the average Presbyterian 
church to rearrange its percentage of benevolent 
gifts so as to increase the amount for missions, and 
see how far your plea can move them. 

Now, until somebody has ears to hear the world’s 
cry of sin and need, we cannot hope to deal aggres- 
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sively with our missionary responsibility at home— 
and certainly not abroad. To arouse the Church from 
this state of apathy is one of the most important and 
difficult missionary tasks your generation faces. How 
that is to be done I do not know, but I think it is 
going to come when enough of us have knelt in 
understanding at the foot of a cross. He who has 
once known the meaning of our Saviour’s death in 
his own life can nevermore be deaf to the world’s 
cry of need. You belong to satisfied churches, and 
if this convention does no more than make some of 
us acutely dissatisfied, then at least it will have begun 
a good work. 


Ill. Repenting of Some Unchristian Attitudes. 


I do not dwell upon this matter at any length, but 
it does seem to me we are badly crippled in dealing 
with our mission task in America, unless and until 
we are ready to repent of some unchristian attitudes 
within the Church. And this is especially true where 
our attitudes are adversely affecting those masses of 
people we most need to reach with the gospel 
message. 

I refer first to an American Protestantism that is 
divided, not only in organization but also in spirit. 
Too much is being said about that today and too 
little being done about it. No man knows the way 
through this problem, but certainly, in the words of 
the late Dr. Ainslie, it is the “scandal of Christianity” 
that those who love the Lord sincerely cannot even 
yet sit down together at the table which memorial- 
izes his death, How can we ever understand the 
home-mission task, or evaluate our resources, or hope 
to make any concerted drive on organized evil, until 
Christian brethren get close enough together at least 
to drink His cup across our man-made creeds? I am 
a Presbyterian, but in facing the crying spiritual need 
of my land and day, I do not know if it would not 
be better simply to be known as one whose heart 
was changed by Jesus, who loved Him deeply, fol- 
lowed Him humbly, and wanted others to know 
Him, too. Standing upon ecclesiastical prerogatives 
was not what carried the New Testament Church to 
the masses of men. 

Then I refer, because it belongs here, to our un- 
christian racial attitudes, which make it difficult to 
carry our Christian message across the color line. 
This is an exceedingly difficult question for us here. 
I have no final wisdom on it, but I am convinced 
that New Testament Christianity is the only kind 
worth spreading at home or abroad, and it has no 
place for certain racial attitudes that have become 
traditional in our part of the world. Standing upon 
national and racial prerogatives was not what carried 
the New Testament Church to the masses of the 


Roman Empire. Too much of it now is wounding 
the heart of Christ here, with grave implications for 
his work in other lands beyond the sea. 

And I refer to unchristian attitudes and practices 
in our economic life. We are now passing through 
radical changes in this respect—changes that will 
justify all the turmoil and strife of today if it brings 
a juster distribution of the good things of life for 
tomorrow. But do not think that profiteering upon 
the fruits of labor will die easily, or that sweat shops 
are gone from our American life. Much of that is 
still with us, and all too much of it is controlled and 
operated by professing Christian men. Standing upon 
class distinctions and economic prerogatives is not 
what commended the Christian mission to the poor 
and oppressed multitudes of the first century. 

Concerning these unchristian attitudes, the Church 
has little or nothing to say to the world at large. But 
within her own life she does not fail to deal with 
them, for the reason that they shackle her and render 
her impotent to carry the gospel to others. Who 
wants a gospel recommended by us until it works in 
the folks who recommend it? Making it work first 
in our lives will have more to do with carrying it to 
others than we have even faintly dreamed. That is a 
part of your immediate and pressing missionary task. 


IV. Providing from Your Ranks Well-Trained 
and Consecrated Workers. 


Always the field is white unto the harvest. Pray ye, 
therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that He will send 
forth laborers now whose numbers and devotion are 
equal to the task. The old guard of our home-mission 
force is passing away, but their work must go on. 
They wrought well in their day, but they cannot 
carry on in yours. In my present pastorate I suc- 
ceeded a great man of God, whose shepherd heart 
went out day and night to care for the poor and the 
sick and the distressed in body or mind. He was 
instant in season and out of season in preaching the 
gospel and in planting churches in all the out of the 
way places. Many a time since his death, when 
human needs were pressing upon me, it has seemed 
I could hear the Spirit of God crying, “Where is 
Dr. Mac White? I need Dr. White here while men 
suffer and sin and need a Saviour.” Of course God 
knows where Dr. White is today, but he needs more 
men like him than my generation has been able to 
furnish. Do you not hear the Spirit of God crying 
today, “Where is Edgar Tufts? I need Edgar Tufts.” 
A frail man who died at fifty, leaving one son and 
daughter with more work begun than ten men could 
carry on. I hear Him crying in the region of the Rio 
Grande, “Where is Dr. Skinner? I need Dr. Skin- 
ner.” I hear Him crying among the mountains, 
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“Where is Dr. Guerrant? I need Dr. Guerrant.” I 
hear Him crying among my brothers in black, 
“Where is R. A. Brown? I need R. A. Brown.” 
Would God that cry might reach the hearts of 
earnest and purposeful young men and women here 
today. The ranks thin, and the call is for men and 
women—the very best—who will give themselves 
utterly to the gospel without any regard to glory or 
success. These men who are passing on hid them- 
selves in neglected places for God, and lo, they have 
come to be honored above us all. In facing tomor- 
row’s task in America may we not ask here today, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” I give you a 
holy dare tu fling all pride and self-seeking away, and 
ask that question at the foot of the Cross this morn- 
ing—and then wait there for the answer. 


V. Providing a Decent Living for Your Mission- 
ary Force. 


We have no word of rebuke for economic in- 
justice in the world until we end such injustice to 
these of our household of faith. We will need in 
your generation an outpouring of generosity that 
this army of men and women, who teach our schools, 
preach in our mission churches, nurse the sick, and 
carry on our manifold services, may have at least a 
decent support. A Presbyterian layman died a little 
while ago in one of our Southern States worth above 
fifty million dollars, and left not a cent of it to God’s 
work. I know that shortly before his death he pathet- 
ically remarked to a friend of mine that he wished 
he knew how to give and enjoy it. With such mil- 
lions in the Church, we allow mission workers with 
families to live on less than the wages of the average 
skilled laborer. I know a Presbyterian home that 
spent twice as much on one dinner party this week 
as we give a home-mission pastor for a whole year. 
These things ought not so to be and a part of our 
home-mission task is to see that they are changed— 
not by preaching a once popular stewardship which 
says, “Be good to God and He will be good to you,” 
but rather by preaching the stewardship of .a Cross 
which declares that God has already and always been 
good to us. 


VI. Rebuilding and Enlarging Our Home Mission 
Equipment for the Needs of Tomorrow. 


It is not necessarily more home-mission churches 
that we need now—though many places are still 
underchurched. Rather, it is a statesmanlike approach 
to a building program begun years ago and now 
ready for its second stage. And that is a part of the 
task we face today and dare not neglect much longer. 
Doubtless some of our churches need combining, 
and, where that is the case, let it be done as speedily 
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as possible. Many need moving and rebuilding to 
reach the centers of new communities. Here, for 
instance, is a home-mission church that has been left 
off the modern highway. Homes have been built to 
face the highway, stores and gas stations front on the 
pavement, but the church, being unimportant, is left 
where it has been for twenty-five or fifty years. Or, 
here is one of our new and larger rural communities 
with a modern consolidated school at its center. The 
church needs to be rebuilt in proper relation to that 
school and in keeping with it in appearance. Do you 
think those boys and girls of tomorrow are going to 
school in a beautiful and commodious building and 
ever be held on the Sabbath by a shack or a hovel of 
a church, poorly located, poorly built, and equipped 
with unattractive and antiquated furnishings? They 
may not be able to tell you what makes them lose 
respect for that sort of a church, but lose it they 
will, nevertheless. Scores upon scores of these 
churches, and other home-mission buildings as well, 
need enlarging and beautifying to meet the demands 
of a new day. Here is an example of what I mean. 
This young minister of my acquaintance took a 
group of home-mission churches four years ago. 
Three of the four were hopelessly out of date and 
the manse was improperly located. Now what did 
the young man do? Under his leadership the manse 
was sold, and four miles away, in a better location, 
there was built a modern seven-room brick bungalow 
that is comfortable and respectable as a residence. 
The poorest of the church buildings was replaced 
with a beautiful little, brick, modernly-planned, and 
furnace-heated church that has no superior in the 
state. Already this building program has cost $10,000, 
and that is running into money. But the pastor is 
getting ready for the second twenty-five years on 
that field to be better than the first. Of course such a 
program will cost money—more than we have ever 
imagined home missions ought to require. To pro- 
vide that money and execute the second phase of our 
home-mission building program is one of the press- 
ing elements in our missionary task across the South 
today. It is pressing now; it will become imperative 
in your day if the small church, so important in our 
programs, is to survive and carry on. 


VII. Confronting Our Multitudes with Christ and 
His Cross. 


At long last I come to the task toward the doing of 
which all other things must contribute. Let there be 
no mistake about it; this has been the missionary task 
since Pentecost, it is the missionary task today, and 
it will still be your task tomorrow. When we win 
men to Jesus, the atmosphere will cease to be stifling 
and Christianity will glow again as at the first. When 
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we win men to Jesus, a satisfied Church will be 
aroused from her lethargy and listlessness to do 
God's bidding across the world. When we win men 
to Jesus, unchristian attitudes give place to His Spirit 
in all relations of life. When we win men to Jesus, 
the harvest will never lack for laborers and God’s 
army will be supported. When we win men to Jesus, 
the money for equipment will come without our 
pleading and begging for it. When we win men to 
Jesus, we are at our missionary task in America, and 
apart from this we are dealing with side issues. 

There they are—sixty million Americans who own 
no allegiance to the Christ and are not even nom- 
inally connected with any church, Protestant, Cath- 
olic, or Jewish. What a mighty task for a generation 
to face. An unevangelized America equal to the 
population of Japan. A potential force to save a 
tottering civilization if we can bring them into a 
living relation to Christ. 

Make no mistake about it, my young friends, this 


is the necessity of the hour for us—that men be born 
again, to the end that idealism and righteousness and 
Christian character may save us from the present 
blind drive toward materialism and self-destruction. 
It is not a new monetary system we need; it is not a 
new political system we need; it is not a redistribu- 
tion of wealth we need; it is mew men America needs. 
And no one save Jesus Christ ever has or ever can 
make a new man. He is our only hope, and living in 
Him to lead others to Him is our missionary task 
now and always, here and everywhere. He is our 
only hope for redeeming America. But He is our 
sufficient hope. Stake your all on Him. I give you my 
word I have staked all on Him for time and eternity 
and He does not fail. He is Saviour and Lord. Know 
Him as such in your own life now, and He will be 
with you tomorrow out yonder where the multi- 
tudes dwell. Preach Christ and His Cross as the only 
sufficient way of life—that is your task in America 
and to the ends of earth. 





Walter S. Scott 
Friend of the Mexicans 


By Homer McMitian* 


ie THE death of Rev. Walter S. Scott, Decem- 
ber 6, 1937, the Church lost one of its truly great 

men. He was great in character, in consecration, 
and in achievement. One who knew him well charac- 
terized him as a missionary hero whose work, if 
done in a foreign land, would have been acclaimed 
by the whole Assembly as outstanding. For half a 
century he ministered to the Mexicans in Texas as 
pastor, preacher, and friend. 

Walter S. Scott was born of Scotch parents in 
Monterey, Mexico, August 6, 1865. In the last letter 
his mother received from her father, written from 
Guelph, Canada, he said: “You may not know why 
Providence caused you to go way down into Mexico, 
but you will know after a while.” We can now see 
that it was a part of God’s plan for the evangeliza- 
tion of the Mexicans in Texas. When God has a 
particular work to be done, He always has ready for 
the task a man whose preparation He has directed. 

Walter Scott learned the Spanish language as a 
child, played with the Mexican children, and 
learned to love the Mexican people. He was per- 
mitted to attend the Presbyterian mission day school 





“Rev. Homer McMillan, D.D., is Executive Secretary of the 
Assembly’s Home Mission Committee. 


in Monterey conducted by Miss Melinda Rankin. 
When his parents moved to San Antonio, Texas, he 
united with the First Presbyterian Church upon pro- 
fession of faith. With a heart filled with love for 
the Mexican people, when the time came he an- 
swered God’s call for their evangelization. 

In 1887 he was received by Western Texas Pres- 
bytery as a candidate for the gospel ministry, and 
acted as interpreter for the organization of the First 
Mexican Presbyterian Church in Texas. Few in the 
presbytery that day could see God’s purpose for 
taking the gospel to the Mexicans in the Southwest 
or forecast what one man could do for Christ when 
his life is unreservedly dedicated to His service. 

To this Christian crusader has been given the privi- 
lege of organizing 28 Mexican churches, of receiving 
1750 members on profession of faith, and baptizing 
800 children. With his own hands he has helped to 
build 12 chapels, and to him the Synod of Texas 
granted the high honor of organizing the Texas 
Mexican Presbytery. 

Not as a result of his labors alone, but during the 
period of his devoted ministry, the little Mexican 
Presbyterian Church, organized at San Marcos, 
Texas, in 1887, has multiplied until there are in 
Texas today 36 organized churches, 56 Sunday 
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schools, 55 outpost preaching points, and about 3,000 
members. 


During these 50 eventful years, Walter Scott, and 
those who have labored with him, have carried the 
message of light and life into thousands of Mexican 
homes. Thousands now living in Texas and thou- 
sands who have returned to Mexico and still other 
thousands who have gone to their eternal reward 
have been won to Christ by this Christian missionary 
and the other crusaders for Christ whom God has 
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raised up to serve Him in this large but wonderfully 
fruitful field. F 

Only a few weeks before his last illness, Mr. 
Scott, weary after much serving, asked to be retired 
and was placed on the Assembly’s Roll of Honor, 
There was no long wait in idleness. His work was 
done and he went to be with the Master he loved and 
had so faithfully served. 

A great missionary leader has gone. Who is to 
carry on? This is a question that concerns all lovers 
of the Mexican work. 





Roy Lee Shortridge 
1901-1937 


By Howarp M. Witson* 


| Ber Christianity as a whole, the truest evidence 
of dividends from home-mission investments is 
personified in some life. Of all the lives I have 

observed that reflect the true spirit of Christ as a 
result of home-mission investment, the most out- 
standing is the life of the late Rev. Roy L. Short- 
ridge. As a former pastor of the little Blackey Pres- 
byterian Church in Buchanan County, Virginia, of 
which he was a member, I gladly sketch the record 
of his life for the inspiration and challenge it can be 
to the Church. With a life story that is in some 
respects unusual, let us remember that the lack of 
opportunity in his early years is a reflection upon the 
church and the state rather than upon Roy, as he was 
lovingly known among his host of friends. 

In Roy’s early teens the church discovered him as 
a diamond in the rough. His father was dead. He was 
riding horseback, summer and winter, thirty miles a 
day, though afflicted with severe attacks of rheuma- 
tism. On one end of his fifteen-mile Star Mail route 
over a mountain trail lived a missionary of our 
Church. This minister and one of his deacons ap- 
proached Roy on the question of attending the 
Grundy Presbyterian School. After a trip to the 
hospital and a change of work because of his sick- 
ness, along with the persuasion of friends, he entered 
grade school a half-grown man. 

One morning Rev. Frank E. Clark, President of 
Grundy Presbyterian School, was wakened to learn 
that Roy had run away from the dormitory at an 
earlier hour. In hot pursuit of him several miles u 
the creek, Dr. Clark was told that he had hidden in 


*Rev. Howard M. Wilson is now pastor of the Rural Retreat and 
Seven Mile Ford churches in Abingdon Presbytery. 


the mountain just above the trail where he stood. 

“Roy, come on down, son,” called Dr. Clark and 
down he came immediately in response. 

“Some aren’t worth following, Roy, but I have 
followed you because I thought you were worth it. 
I want to talk with you before you give up entirely. 
Let’s sit down here and talk this matter over, and 
then you can do whatever you think is best.” Roy 
revealed readily his discouragement. He told of how 
ashamed he was to be in classes with those much 
smaller than he. He felt that it was a useless effort. 
The progress seemed so slow. He wanted to quit and 
go home. 

In answer to this, he was told that his progress 
under a tutor had been remarkable; and that he 
would not have to stay with the small children long 
but would rapidly gain ground on those ahead until 
he had caught up with those of his own size. Then, 
as only Dr. Clark himself could in challenging a 
young man, he solemnly laid before him two futures. 
One, that of a life lived in a mountain lumber camp 
without schooling and with little Christian influence; 
the other, that of a Christian life of education and 
service. 

“Well, Pll do whatever you say,” was his willing 
response. 

“Come on then, let’s get back to school and to 
work,” was Dr. Clark’s compelling challenge. And 
hurriedly they made their way back to the campus. 

It was the following summer that Roy accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. Rev. Mr. Smiley of the Welch 
Presbyterian Church in West Virginia was the 
preacher who held the meeting in the Blackey 
Church. He returned to school the following fall and 
each succeeding term until he was graduated. 
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A prominent Presbyterian layman was invited to 
give the commencement address at the Grundy Pres- 
byterian School graduation. When he was in the 
school office after the exercises were over, he asked 
the name of a boy whom he described. 

“That is Roy Shortridge,” was the reply. “He is 
from a lumber camp twenty miles over toward the 
West Virginia state line. He came to us eight years 
ago and in that time has not only made all the grades 
and the high-school course, but also is a real Christian 
influence among the students. He is anxious to go to 
college and is considering going into the Presbyterian 
ministry. But as yet he has no funds on which to go.” 

“May I make a request?” asked the layman. “I 
want the privilege of helping that boy through 
college.” 

At the age of twenty-six, Roy was graduated from 
King College in Bristol, ‘Tennessee, with the class of 
1927. His record was an excellent one. With the help 
of this friend and his own hard labors, he earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree without borrowing except 
from the Ministerial Loan Fund. During this course, 
he had been unusually active in Christian work both 
on the King campus and in the church when oppor- 
tunity arose. In the spring of 1930, Roy Lee Short- 
ridge was graduated from Union Theological Sem- 
inary with his B. D. degree. 

His earthly ministry as a preacher of righteousness 
lasted only a little more than seven years. His labors 
were characterized by a deep religious conviction, 
combined with consecration, hard work combined 
with earnest prayer, and a love of people combined 
with a willingness to declare unto them the whole 
gospel. In the short years of his life it seems that he 
accomplished as much as others do in their full 
measure of days. 

After graduation from the seminary he was called 
to three country churches in Greene County, Ten- 
nessee. He was ordained to the Presbyterian ministry 
by Knoxville Presbytery in the summer of 1930. 
That fall he returned to his native mountain town— 
Grundy, Virginia—to claim as his bride the attrac- 
tive Miss Emily McCarley from Mississippi, one of 
the capable teachers in the Grundy Presbyterian 
School. While there was nothing amazing about the 
pastorate in Greene County, it was constructive 
work. 

In May, 1936, he accepted an urgent and unani- 
mous call to the Northfork and Vivian churches in 


the West Virginia coal fields. His accomplishments 
in this pastorate were nothing short of marvelous. 
Under his leadership one of these home-mission 
churches completed payment on a new church plant, 
the other remodeled its old building throughout, the 
two together purchased a comfortable manse on 
which they made substantial payments, and received 
into the church seventy-five members—this being 
an approximate doubling of the membership in six- 
teen months. 


Tributes paid to the life and work of this home- 
mission hero of our Church are so numerous it would 
take a sizable volume to hold them. Space necessitates 
mentioning only two now. 


Following Rev. Roy L. Shortridge’s passing on a 
Sunday evening in a Bluefield Hospital, the floral 
tributes began to come in rapidly from friends. The 
tribute became so profuse that the word was passed 
around that the manse and the little Northfork 
Church could hardly accommodate more, so prac- 
tical friends, with loving affection that must be ex- 
pressed, began giving to the bereaved wife for use in 
the home the cash they previously intended for 
flowers. It is understood from reliable source that this 
tribute, over and above the beautiful flowers, was 
several hundred dollars! 


But before death had brought to a focus this pro- 
fusion of tribute, the writer inquired of an elder in 
one of these churches about the success of Roy’s 
work, to which he gave the following reply: 

“Our church is really making progress. Not only 
do the Presbyterians like Rev. Mr. Shortridge but 
this entire coal-field area appreciates his ministry. 
Why, he knows more people in the town and sur- 
rounding country than some who have lived here all 
their lives. He ministers to all alike—good and bad, 
rich and poor. The thing we like best about him is 
the businesslike manner in which he carries on his 
work. He is in the King’s Business and is straight- 
forward about it without apology. One Sunday 
morning in our church, after presenting the claims 
of Christ personally during the week, seven adult 
men came forward to accept Christ and unite with 
the Presbyterian Church.” 


Such living results as this lie behind the cold 
figures of a church’s benevolent budget. Dividends 
such as this one come from past investment in home 
missions and justify a call to sacrificial giving now. 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—February 1, 1937... 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—February 1, 1938. . 


$195,029.58 
202,824.63 


Increase in offering for ten months......................... $ 7,795.05 
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“Having Obtained a Good Report Through Faith” 


E ARE told of the Old Testament heroes 
of faith, listed in the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews, that though they had obtained a 
good report, yet they received not the promise, since 
God had provided something better for those who 
should come after them. And yet, these faithful ones 
glimpsed the promise and “welcomed the sight of it.” 

We find a bit of this same spirit repeated in the 
attitude today in many of the members of the Family 
of Ministerial Relief. Just ahead is the prospect of 
that “better thing,” the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 
These retired workers will never receive any benefit 
from the Fund, since it is an essential characteristic 
of any pension that it must be earned, and they have 
now no earning capacity. Nevertheless, among this 
group we find many staunch supporters of the Fund. 
They are enthusiastic about it; they talk about it; 
they pray for it; and they give to the limit of their 
scanty means. 

Some years ago a friend wrote to the Louisville 
office concerning the widow of one of our ministers: 
“I was shocked to hear that she would have to ask 
for help. I think we are inclined to think of the 
beneficiaries of Ministerial Relief as the less efficient 
of our clergy or their dependents. But she is so 
wonderful, so efficient, so useful in her service—and 
it is so hard for her to ask for it.” 

The arrangements with the office were completed. 
When the widow received her first check from the 
funds of Ministerial Relief, she wrote: 


“I wish it were in my power to express my appre- 
ciation. | had always hoped and prayed the day 
would never come that I would be dependent in any 
way upon the Church—that rather I could continue 
to give something to it instead of drawing from its 
treasury. 

“My husband knew how I felt, and when he knew 
he could not get well, he said to me, “You must not 
feel as you do about getting aid from Ministerial 
Relief; we have given everything we could spare to 
the Church, and I have labored as faithfully as | 
could for over forty years in small churches on small 
salary, and you have labored as faithfully as I have, 
and you must accept it as what is due us.’ 

“Only because of the remembrance of these last 
words, and because of his untiring, joyous service 
for his Master, could I find myself putting in my 
application. I can only hope it is not causing any 
other poor widow or orphan to receive less. I trust 
the Church will in these times be aroused from her 
apathy in regard to all of her Lord’s work, and ‘bring 
the tithes and offerings into his storehouse.’ ” 

Recently she wrote again, requesting program 
material for use in her auxiliary. In the same letter 
she wrote of her deep interest in the Annuity Fund, 
and her distress over the seemingly lukewarm atti- 
tude of many of the Presbyterians in her section. “I 
have thought and prayed so much for it,” she said. 
“I do hope some of our people will be touched by 
the Lord, and honor him at this time.” 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—February 1, 1937............... $131,912.03 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—-February 1, 1938. . 


Decrease for ten months 


120,903.91 


dither tubes sivas Re $ 11,008.12 


162 











—_— a_i — = 














+}? 


ippre- 
e day 
n any 
itinue 
om its 


knew 
st not 
sterial 
are to 
y as | 
| small 
have, 


se last 
ervice 
in my 
g any 
[ trust 
m her 


‘bring 


ogram 
letter 
Fund, 
n atti- 
ion. “I 
e said. 
ed by 








The Fellowship of Braver 


I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; 
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee 
In a time when thou mayest be found. 

—Psalm 32: 5-6. 


And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, 

O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and 
to them that keep his commandments; we have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: Neither 


have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name . . . to all the people of 
the land. 
O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, ... because we have 


sinned against thee. To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him. 


Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications,... for we do not 
present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; 
O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God. 

—Daniel 9: 4-9, 17-19. 


O most mighty God and merciful Father, who hast compassion upon all men, and who desirest not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he should turn from his sin and be saved; O Lord, we beseech thee, 
mercifully hear our prayers and spare all those who confess their sins unto thee. Mercifully forgive us 
our trespasses; receive and comfort us who are grieved and wearied by the burden of our sins. Hear us, 
O Lord, for thy mercy is great, and according to the multitude of thy mercies look upon us; through 
the merits and mediation of thy blessed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves, keep us both out- 
wardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from all adversities which 
may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

—From The Book of Common Prayer. 
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Down But Not Out 


HIS gallant message came not long ago from 

one of our Church’s soldiers, compelled to give 

up his work for a time, in the very midst of 
active service: 


“You will never know what a blessing you and 
your Committee have been to me in my emergency; 
and I want to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for your timely aid. My doctor is well pleased 
with my improvement; and I now have every hope 
that I will be able to take up my full work again. 
You know, the Lord blessed me with a strong body, 
and I had taken good care of it, until this accident; 
and now it is responding in a way that every clean- 
living man may expect. My doctor says that in a few 
months I will be able to take up my duties as before. 


“You remember that when I was in college | 
played on the football team. Well, to use the lan- 
guage of the boys, I was knocked out in the third 
quarter, but I will be back in there in the last quarter, 
giving the best that I have for the Master’s work. 
You and your Committee have always had a place 
in my prayers and will to the end of the journey. 
[ am sure that my improvement has come about 
largely through the prayers of God’s people.” 

At the end of the “third quarter,” the Church he 
served could offer him only the scant reward of 
Ministerial Relief. Surely a fine fighter like this 
merits a more honorable recompense. And we believe 
that, when the last whistle blows, there will be wait- 
ing for him the comforting assurance of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund. 


Suggestions for iaanenehes i C. E. and M. R. 


ARCH—the last month of the Church year! 

Some of you will hold office another year; 

some will surrender it to a new secretary. In 

either case, your Committee wants to take this 

opportunity to thank all of you who have given the 

work such loyal support during this important year. 

And, in either case, there is still a task for you in 
March. 

Is your Record of Work filled in completely (at 
least, as far as you are able), including your own 
name, and the full, exact name of your church (not 
just “First,” or “Presbyterian”; there are others in 
your presbytery)? It should go to your Presbyterial 
Secretary of C. E. & M. R., you know, by the latter 
part of March. 

If you are not to be secretary of this cause in the 


coming year, it will be well to show the Record of 
Work to your successor before sending it off. If you 
kept a notebook, you will of course turn that over to 
her. And it would be a very gracious act to offer to 
help her with the April programs. 

The April emphasis this year will be the Church 
College. Write in advance to the presidents of the 
colleges supported in whole or part by your Synod, 
asking for catalogs and bulletins; these are not 
merely for display, but for study by those who will 
present this important work. 

And—again we write it unto you—remember the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund. Even though your church 
may have met its quota, it is up to you to keep up 
interest and loyalty. 

We wish you, one and all, a happy new year! 





Have You Read-- 


(The following paragraph contains the names of a 
large number of our publications on the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund. How many have you read? ) 

I had never realized OUR RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR OUR MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES 
until I read A MESSAGE TO THOUGHTFUL 
PEOPLE, and became convinced it was high time I 
was GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH THE 
MINISTERS’ ANNUITY FUND. When I had 
fully studied THE MINISTERS’ ANNUITY 
FUND OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
U. S., and had heard the report of THE 1937 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE M.A.F., and 
A CALL FROM THE MODERATOR, I realized 


this was THE PRESBYTERIAN TASK OF OUR 
GENERATION. I then began following the 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LOCAL CHURCH COM- 
MITTEES, and ANSWERING QUESTIONS. | 
next went further into the matter of THE SAFE- 
GUARDING OF THE FUNDS, of WOMAN'S 
WEALTH AND HER GIFTS, and of HOW THE 
U. S. GOVERNMENT HELPS. I now understand 
more clearly the relation of THE TITHE, THE 
MINISTERS’ ANNUITY FUND, AND YOU 
AND YOUR CHURCH; I see that WE ARE ALL 
IN IT TOGETHER; and I realize WHAT PRICE 
DELAY! 
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God’s Promises--God’s People 


HE Joy Gifts which you brought at Christmas 
time are now bringing joy into the homes of the 
“Household of Faith.” Sometimes, when we get 
a letter such as this, we get an added meaning to that 
word “faith.” 
“I want to thank you for the special check which 
came to me last night. I was not surprised to get it, 
but was surprised that it came from your Committee, 
since you sent us all a special last Christmas. I was 
facing extra expense this month, and wondering 


where the money would come from. Notice, I was 
not worrying, simply wondering. No use to worry 
so long as the Book is full of promises, and the 
promises never fail. Philippians 4: 19 still works, and 
we never want for a thing. And I am assured we 
never will. That $25 puts us on easy street!” 

No, God’s promises never fail; but how often we 


fail to take advantage of the opportunity of having 
a share in a letter such as that! 





“Freely 


“Freely ye have received, freely give” is the mini- 
mum for us as Christians; and there are some, rich in 
faith and works, who go far beyond that. This min- 
ister has just recently come into the Family of 
Ministerial Relief. He can never reap the advantage 
of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. Certainly no one 
familiar with the small amounts sent monthly to 
these homes would consider that he had received 
“freely.” Yet surely that is the way that he gives. 

“Immediately upon receipt of your first check, we 
made provision for contributing one tenth of each 
monthly check to the Annuity Fund, through the 
church of which my family are members. My wife 


Give” 


made her pledge through the auxiliary, and will con- 
tinue to pay for three years. My son and daughter 
also contribute each Sabbath. At my age we never 
know when we will be called to the last, long rest, 
when the younger members can continue to carry 
on; and I am hoping and trusting they may keep up 
the good work throughout the tenure of their lives. 
They now realize what a God-send a check from the 
Ministerial Relief Fund can and does mean; and I am 
trusting there will always be warm spots in their 
hearts for sick, aged, and enfeebled Presbyterian 
ministers.” 





Facing Our World Today 


(Continued from page 134) 

redeemed in Christ. Then the church can become 
the most uniquely relevant institution in the world 
today. It can keep society from disrupting and dis- 
integrating when all around is disintegration. If the 
church does not provide a deeper fellowship, then 
it is on a level beneath that of clubs, political parties 
and other groups. 

Third, the Christian church is uniquely relevant to 
the world today because the major spiritual issues of 
our time consist in a conflict between churches. The 
real conflict is between the Christian church and 
those new churches, new political systems which 
are providing the equivalent of church life and re- 
ligious life to millions. 

The major conflict of our time is the conflict be- 
tween the church of the man-god, and the church 
of the God-Man. In Japan we have the deification 
of man, the royal family. In other words we are 
face to face with one of those tremendous moments 
in history when new religions have been born, and 
when new churches are being mobilized in the world 
arena for a spiritual conflict, the most tremendous 


in the history of the ages. We have come through 
a time when the order of the day was secularism, 
empty of all religious values. You and I are facing 
life today when that old emptiness has been filled 
with religious values that take issue with Christianity. 
The church of the man-god dethrones God. We 
come to the ultimate question of authority. Who is 
God? A deified state? Or is it Christ? Dare we be 
utterly loyal to Jesus Christ and what He represents, 
or have we come to a moment in history when we 
must bid farewell to Christ and all that He stands 
for? We in the Christian church must answer it, 
and how must we answer it? 

Suffice it to say, “He shall reign until his enemies 
have been made His footstool, King of kings, Lord 
of lords.” And this church which He purchased 
with His blood, may be a persecuted and divided 
church, but it is the society of tomorrow. Said the 
great dictator, “This century will be a century of 
the state.” I answer, this century will be a century 
of the church, but, when blood has been shed by 
Christian martyrs, the church has triumphed. So 
shall it be now and always. 
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Vacation Church Schools 


Their Influence on Community Lite 


1. A VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL IN THE OIL FIELDS 


NE does not think 
of poverty or of 
the great needs of 

underprivileged people in 
the large oil fields, but, in 
contrast to the liquid gold 
flowing from the ground, 
we find in every oil field a 
crowd of unemployed 
people following the 
“boom” in the hope of 
finding employment. As 
we take a glimpse into this 
section of an oil town in 
East Texas we find a city 
of shacks made of tin signs, 
of pine slabs, of cardboard 
and canvas, a section of 
town where ground rent 
is free and no one objects 
to another shack being set 
up. The children of these 
people do not attend any 
Sunday school or have any 
Christian contacts. 

In just such a com- 
munity the newest outpost 
of our First Church was 
begun by holding a story 
hour on Friday afternoons 
under a tree. At the begin- 
ning of winter, a log cabin 


By ExizaserH GLAsscock* 








VACATION CHURCH SCHOOLS REPORTED 
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Synod Number of schools Children enrolled 
Alabama Eos 59 
Appalachia 33 = Mie 33 2417 
Arkansas as ose bt 1522 oo 
Florida 50 re 4817 
Georgia 2 ee roo 167 = 
Kentucky 57 Pare 3487 
Louisiana 29 rs 2698 
Mississippi - o oe = 446 y 
Missouri 15 oe 1197 
North Carolina 176 mares 13,166 
Oklahoma 6 ; 363 
Snedecor Memorial 6 472 
South Carolina 19 deat 1440 
Tennessee 16 ; 1522 
Texas 21 es ae 1802 
Virginia 191 i ow 2,964 a 
West Virginia 6 amieh 636 
Totals 680 ey 51,498 


*Reported to January 15, 1938. 








who was interested in our 
work. This cabin was 
somewhat dilapidated, 
with window sash hung in 
the openings which an- 
swered for windows. The 
walls were lined with old 
cardboard boxes. A few 
rough benches and an oil 
barrel for a stove com- 
pleted the equipment. 
When this section was 
moved to a new location 
to make way for a new 
residential district, this 
cabin was moved with the 
other dwellings and set 
down in a rather dilapi- 
dated condition. 

Such was the setting for 
our first vacation church 
school. A group of Senior 
young people had helped 
in the local school under 
the leadership of adults 
and were familiar with the 
units. Most of the physical 
equipment was taken from 
the First Church. Black- 
boards were set up on 
stands, nailed to a tree in 
the yard, or on the log 


was purchased by one of the ladies of our church walls of the building. Chalk, crayolas, pencils, and 


*Director of Religious Education, First Presbyterian Church, Kil- 


gore, Texas. 
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other materials were left over from a former school. 
A visit was made to some of the schoolrooms on the 
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last day of school to announce our vacation church 
schools, and as a result a supply of pencils, scissors, 

and construction paper, was donated by the public 

school teachers. These had been left by departing 
upils and not claimed. 

There was no change in units from those used in 
the First Church. The Juniors and Intermediates 
were combined, and used “Following the Trail with 
the Master Guide.” The Primary Department used 
“My Father’s Business,” and the smallest children, 
“Beginners in God’s World.” No adaptation seemed 
necessary for these units. The Juniors were intensely 
interested from the beginning and have always 
spoken of the Christian life as a Trail on which we 
follow the Master Guide. For many of them this was 
the first impression of the Bible and of the life of 
Christ and Christian living. 

In the Primary and Beginners departments the 
young people were at first distressed over the lack of 
any knowledge of a Creator God. This was ex- 
pressed by a fifteen-year-old helper who said, “Why, 
they can’t even tell us who made the flowers!” She 
was helped to understand that these were not chil- 
dren who had had months or years of training in the 
church school, and this was a distinct challenge to 
her to assist in the new Sunday school organized soon 
after. There were rainy days when the order was 
changed for the day and it was necessary to do some 
storytelling to the group in one general assembly. 
The teachers used Paterson-Smyth’s Boys and Girls 
Life of Christ as source material. The children were 
later divided into groups for work and gathered in 
small corners of the sixteen-foot-square building 
wherever a dry corner could be found under the 
leaking roof. 

In the fall, the good work begun in the vacation 
church school carried over into a Sunday school 
which was started with the help of free literature 
from Richmond. An elder in the First Church be- 
came interested and rebuilt the cabin, putting on a 
new roof, new floor, papering and painting inside, 
filling the cracks between the logs with concrete, 
and creosoting the outside. Free gas was piped in, 
all equipment being installed by the men of the com- 
munity. The yard was equipped with a picnic table 
and benches were built around a tree. In the spring, 
si children planted flowers in window boxes and 

eds. 

There was a renewed interest on the part of the 
Whole community in the Sunday school and the 
Friday afternoon story hour. An immediate improve- 
ment was noted in the appearance of the yards and 
homes around the community. Flowers were planted 
at home and the yards were kept cleaner. When the 
appearance of the building improved, the children 
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began to feel the need of washing their hands before 
coming to services to keep materials and walls clean. 

Last summer a tent was secured for evangelistic 
meetings in the oil fields of East Texas and it was 
placed at this outpost for the two weeks of the vaca- 
tion church school. The Juniors and Intermediates 
again combined and met in the tent, using the last 
units of “Exploring the Trail with the Master 
Guide.” In connection with the meeting, they 
learned Scripture verses giving the plan of salvation, 
the minister each night giving them the verse or 
passage to be used the next night as the central 
thought of his sermon. At the end of the meeting 
some of our children could give an outline by Scrip- 
ture of the entire meeting. We had a special assembly 
each day to learn Scripture and hymns. We found 
the children intensely interested in the finest hymns 
of the church when they were given the story and 
Scriptural background of the hymns. They learned 
them readily and sang them enthusiastically. 

The Primary Department used “Learning to 
Know God Better,” and seemed really to come to a 
realization of God and his part in the world’s crea- 
tion and in their lives, as they worked together 
making records of the things which helped them to 
know God. There was an abundant supply of mate- 
rials from nature available near at hand. They 
listened intently, too, to the stories of Jesus. 

The Beginners’ Department learned how to be 
happy at home as they played together through the 
unit, “Our Happy World.” After a year of Sunday 
school there was a great response and many fruitful 
contributions to the conversation. Some of the 
mothers spoke of the songs which the children 
learned and sang at home. They were very orderly 
and insisted on taking turns on the slide which had 
been installed in the yard during the year. Contribu- 
tions to the conversation indicated that conditions 
were better in the homes than a year ago. They 
seemed to feel that there was a love and care which 
came from their mothers and fathers because they 
were helping God take care of them. 

Materials did not seem to need adapting just be- 
cause we had gone to people who were living in less 
privileged conditions. This new situation does re- 
quire greater resourcefulness on the part of the 
leaders in gathering together necessary materials and 
in finding those which will do most to enrich the 
units for those who do not have a background of 
religious training. We have found the same units 
catching the interest of both the privileged and 
underprivileged groups in our work. Human nature 
is the same in any group, and our materials con- 
tribute to the fundamental needs of Christian growth, 
and direct human nature into Christlike channels. 
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This makes them adaptable to any group of people. 
Lives here have been directed into new and higher 
channels. Crime has been prevented in some in- 
stances, as children have been given higher interests 
in life. Homes have been improved, as the influence 
of Christ and his church has come into the com- 
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munity and as families followed the higher ideals 
which they have found in the building and in the 
training received there. The work is not yet done 
and will not be complete as long as there are other 
lives in the community to be changed, or improved, 


2. THE VACATION SCHOOL IN THE DOWNTOWN CHURCH 


By Lovue.ia CARVILLE 


HE vacation church school offers to a large city 

church one of the greatest opportunities for 

service. So keenly has one church recognized 
this fact that it has conducted a six-weeks school for 
twenty-six consecutive summers. 

This school is under the supervision of a com- 
mittee of women working in coéperation with the 
Social Service secretary of the auxiliary. Similar 
plans might also be made with the auxiliary secretary 
of Religious Education. 

Even though this school is conducted annually, it 
has not been included in the church’s budget. Each 
year in April or May notices are placed in the 
bulletin, an interested ‘lay man presents the school’s 
needs to the congregation, contributions and 
pledges are made, and the Sunday school gives its 
May offering. There has always been not only an 
adequate but an ample amount of money received 
for its promotion. 

One of the biggest opportunities of this school is 
the contact with the homes. Four to six weeks prior 
to the opening of the school, visits are made into 
every home and boardinghouse, covering six blocks 
north to south and eight blocks east to west. Not 
only does the visitor invite the boys and girls to come 
to the school, she also keeps a written record of 
children’s names, ages, sex, address, and the attitude 
of the parents, as to whether they were interested 
or not. 

The school begins one week after the public 
schools have closed. In the week previous to the 
opening of the vacation church school a city-wide 
training program is offered by the Church Women’s 
Federation in the city. A leader of wide experience, 
spiritually and educationally, helps to select suitable 
texts to be used in the vacation church school. The 
chairman of the committee endeavors to secure the 
best-trained leaders in the city; often they are public- 
school teachers. The employed leaders are as follows: 
superintendent of the school, superintendent of each 
department, the visitor who during the school serves 
as secretary and pianist, and handwork director for 
the boys. All other help is volunteer, from the mem- 


bership of the local church, or frequently friends 
who become interested and give their service for a 
limited time, ranging from one day to the entire 
period of six weeks. All of these leaders are enrolled 
in the city-wide training school. 

Few children of the regular Sunday school attend 
this vacation church school, due to the church mem- 
bership having moved from the old residential sec- 
tion to the newer section some distance from the 
church. The greatest opportunity of this vacation 
church school seems to be its service to the children 
of the city near the church doors, and there is an 
effort on the part of this city church to provide 
adequate religious nurture for the children during 
this six-weeks school. 

Visits continue to be made into the homes of the 
children who enroll in the school. Books could be 
written of some of the follow-through work that has 
been done with individuals and families—work that 
was begun during one of the schools. The chairman 
of the vacation school committee is vitally interested 
in the individual, and endeavors to inculcate the same 
concern into all members of her committee and her 
teachers. 

Some new pupils are enrolled in the Sunday 
school, but not a large number, as many of the 
children are nominal members of other Sunday 
schools or churches—Protestant, Catholic, and Jew- 
ish. They are encouraged to attend their own church 
each Sunday while additional contact is made with 
those who are not in church or Sunday school. The 
parents of the children are invited to an evening 
meeting at least once during the school term. 

Many times in the history of the church a similar 
school has been conducted in the winter, meeting on 
Wednesday afternoon after public- -school hours. 
There is not a regular time for it to begin, either in 
September or October, and it usually extends 
through March or April. Such schools were con- 
ducted long before the weekday school was brought 
so often to our attention. And so, this downtown 
church continues to reach a large number of the un- 
reached children in the city. 
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3. UNIQUE PLACES FOR VACATION CHURCH SCHOOLS 


By AzitLE HoLianp 














Where the Midway Bible School was held 


NE can never forget the summer work in 
Virginia. The Cumberland Mountains are so 
beautiful, and work with the boys and girls of 

that section is most interesting and challenging. 
Even though there was practically no equipment, 
and no adequate place to meet, the vacation church 
schools were held. 

Every day we took a tiny portable organ and 
started out for the vacation church school. Children 
waited for us beside the road, and we carried all we 
could crowd into the car. They were eager for an- 
other experience in the school, for it was there that 
they had learned about God and his great love. They 
enjoyed singing the new songs and learning to play 
new games together. 

One summer the workers carried a trailer down to 
Allen’s Bottom, near the Breaks of the Cumberlands. 





There they lived for two weeks, while having Bible 
schools and revival services. The children begged 
for another school, so we drove down ev ery after- 
noon and held a school under the trees and upon the 
rock of a dry creek bed. In time of the storms we 
ran to a great cliff for shelter. Though the boys and 
girls begged for a Sunday school, it is so far and the 
roads are bad in winter, so that they must be content 
with two weeks of vacation church school in summer 
and preaching in some of their homes in winter. 

When we went to Ash Bottom we worked beneath 
a big tree on the side of a steep hill near where the 
men were busy logging. We could hear the crash of 
the logs coming down the skids. As soon as the logs 
ceased rolling, and it was safe to venture out, we 
played games upon the rock of the creek, and used 
the big logs for seats. 

One man up Prater kindly let us have his old store 











Prater Store Vacation Church School 


building for a vacation church school. It was so dirty 
it had to be scoured and then disinfected with lime. 
The seats were made of rough lumber. One room 
was open to the street, so we were 
bothered by everyone passing, and the 
back room against the hillside was so 
dark we could hardly see to work. But, 
in spite of all the inconveniences, we 
had so many to come to the school 
that we hardly had room for them. 
We tried to teach about God who 
loves us—that we should love Him, 
and all of His children. We sang songs, 
told Bible stories, and played games. 
The older boys and girls memorized 
Scripture and the catechism. One class 


studied the whole Gospel of Mark. 





Ash Bottom Vacation Church School 


























4. A DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL GROWS INTO A COMMUNITY PROJECT 
By Ausrey N. Brown, Jr., Pastor, Ronceverte, West Virgimia 


‘ HE vacation church schools of our community 

follow a pattern all their own. They are unique 

in that they are denominational schools, planned 

and conducted in coéperation with all the churches 
in the town. 

In the six summers: of our experience and experi- 
mentation, we have followed several plans. The first 
school was conducted in and by the Presbyterian 
church for all the children of thescommunity. The 
next year, the movement having been introducd, a 
coéperative school was held by the five churches, 
working in two of the buildings. This plan con- 
tinued for three years. Then our present method 
was tried, with good success and unanimous approval. 

Our churches like this method for many reasons. 
We continue our coéperative planning, holding our 
schools simultaneously, usually using the same text- 
books. Some weeks in advance, a preparatory 
standard leadership class is conducted for workers 
who are undertaking the school for the current year. 
A period of time is given for evaluating the school of 
the previous year, with an idea of strengthening the 
weak places in the program. Outings and so forth are 
arranged so as to avoid conflicts. The major outward 
demonstration of our united effort is a central 





assembly for final fifteen minutes each day, when 
each church group in rotation takes charge of an 
enthusiastic fellowship period. 


The center of our effort is the attempt to use our 
regular Sunday-school staff in each church as the 
working force in the vacation church school, keep- 
ing, wherever possible, the same superintendents and 
helpers in all departments. We believe this is ideal, 
since it gives our year-around workers an intensive 
two-weeks period with their own group, providing 
further for the gaining of new and younger helpers 
who may receive valuable training. 


We have used the codperative texts each year, 
with increasing approval and admiration of their 
excellence and adaptability. 


In our denominational co6perative set-up, we 
recognize, of course, the basic folly of separating 
children who are in public school and other united 
activities all week when we come to teach our 
Christian faith. But we feel that, for the present, the 
denominational divisions must be accepted and made 
the best of. Yet we do insist that our codperating in 
every possible point may bring us to that better day 
of Christian unity. 


A Negro Vacation Church School sponsored by the young people of the First Presbyterian Church, Shelbyville, Tennessee 
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Budget Receipts for April 1, 1936—February 1, 1937.............. $45,360.61 
Budget Receipts for April 1, 1937—February 1,1938.............. 47,389.03 


Increase for ten months 
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A Program of Advance 
For the Weekday Church School Movement 


By W. Dyer Brair* 


creasing number of new communities which 

have been planning weekday religious educa- 
tion, and leaders who have long been identified with 
the movement believe that we are just entering a new 
era of wider usefulness. Weekday church school 
systems have had to withstand the inroads of the de- 
pression along with the public schools, churches, 
and many social and religious agencies. Except in 
some cases where the churches have trimmed the 
weekday school program first in their retrenchments, 
most of the systems have stood up under the reces- 
sion as well as have other enterprises. 

More and more local leaders, who have seen the 
advantages of a good weekday system, are looking 
upon the program as an indispensable part of the 
life of a community and of the total church-school 
program. If we wish to see this attitude grow, we 
must face the apparent weaknesses and undertake the 
remedies. Little will be gained by claiming that 
weekday religious education is a panacea for all the 
shortcomings of mankind or of the church. One can 
be vitally interested in launching weekday church 
schools in a community, or in extending the services 
already undertaken, without “overselling” the move- 
ment to the public. The best approach is to present 
the great values that the schools have, to point out 
how certain weaknesses can be overcome, and to 
show what real and unique contributions have been 
and can be made. The weaknesses are not insur- 
mountable and a wholesome facing of them is the 
best policy. There are at least three outstanding 
weaknesses as the movement has developed during 
the last twenty years. They are, stated briefly: 

1. The slowness with which some systems have 

become coérdinated with the total program of 

Christian Education of the local churches, with 

councils of religious education and with de- 

nominational and interdenominational agencies. 

There is, however, a growing recognition of 

these facts and, increasingly, weekday church 

school leaders are no longer interested in the 
isolated teaching of religion on weekdays and 
in the detached administration of weekday 
programs apart from the total task of the 
church. 

. The mass production conception which some 
weekday church school systems have, with the 


Loum the past year there has been an in- 
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“Director of Vacation and Weekday Church Schools of the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 





unfruitful method of having one teacher for 
500 to 1000 pupils per week, at the expense of 
all of those personal pupil-teacher experiences, 
and cheapening the program as a real religious 
educational enterprise in the minds of people 
whose understanding and support are needed. 

3. The tendency, still too prevalent, of setting up 
weekday church schools as an additional class 
in religion without taking even the first steps 
in codrdinating the program with the experi- 
ences the pupils are having in the public 
schools, homes, and other community char- 
acter-building agencies. 


The first two of these problems will be discussed 
in a later article, with the remainder of this article 
devoted to the third. Within the last generation 
there have been set up in many communities a num- 
ber of programs such as weekday church schools, 
vacation church schools, the Boy Scouts, Y.M.C.A.’s 
and Y.W.C.A.’s, 4-H Clubs, Camp Fire Girls, child- 
guidance clinics, and an extension of the public- 
school programs to include many extramural activ- 
ities. Not every community has had all of these 
activities, but in many there has been quite a variety. 
These agencies, in their objectives and in the pro- 
grams, are devoted to the cause of enriching the 
lives of children and youth, and to the extension of 
wholesome character-building values and purposes 
which liberate. Why, then, in the face of this great 
array of agencies dedicated to the cause of guiding 
growing children and youth, do we have an astonish- 
ing increase during the last two decades in crime and 
delinquency among boys and girls? We all realize 
that something must be done, but we are rather 
vague as to our methods. We are so parochially 
minded that we preach the merits of only our own 
individual program, without realizing that these 
problems require a combined attack. It may be stat- 
ing it negatively, but if we do not hang together, we 
most surely will be hanged separately. 

But the crime situation is only one part of the. 
picture. The dean of one of the oldest and most 
respected universities in America, sponsored by one 
of the most mature and forward-reaching Protestant 
denominations, recently stated that, during many 
years of counseling hundreds of students who had 
come up through our church schools, from good 
communities in America, with a background of 
Y.M.C.A., Boy Scout, and public-school experience, 
and from Christian homes, he only occasionally 
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found that a student had anything but a vague and 
meaningless conception of God, totally lacking a 
vital, personal, and social experience. Leaders in both 
church and extrachurch groups share the conviction 
that the problem of underprivileged and overprivi- 
_leged youth is rooted definitely in the spiritual illit- 
eracy of the nation, and that increasingly character- 
building programs must reflect the dynamic and 
purpose-giving power of the Christian religion, help- 
ing growing persons to have a personal sense of the 
presence of God in their lives, and a personal sense 
of human need wherever other persons are deprived 
of a life which liberates. 

In a recent issue of the Atlantic Monthly, J. 
Donald Adams, in writing of the collapse of con- 
science in America, describes the breakdown of 
moral concepts, the slackening of moral fiber, and 
the steady surmerging of personal conscience with 
its effect on the loss of social conscience. Without 
accepting many of the things the author writes, one 
will agree w ith him at the point where he says that 

“there is no w ay out of this dilemma except by re- 
kindling of faith and by the ready assumption of 
individual moral responsibility for individual acts.” 
One might re-enforce this by adding “by ready 
assumption of social responsibility for social acts.” 

Now where does the weekday church school fit 
into this picture? As a separate, off-to-itself program 
in a community, it can help guide growing children, 
but its contribution will be very limited. Many of 
the other agencies, working independently of others, 
can help guide growing children, but their contribu- 
tions, too, will be very limited. Between the gaps 
which prevent any united effort the children too 
often lose out, and the pagan forces of a community 
and of the country continue with their great mo- 
mentum. With the agencies working by themselves, 
their values fail to have any united impact and there 
is left no means of carrying over their purposes and 
values into the home life of the community. 

While the statement has a lot of truth in it that 

“the development of a public educational system in 
this country, separated from all forms of religion i in 
order to prevent any one form of religion from 
dominating it, has created a bias of mind to which 
religion seems to have no organic connection with 
the major interests of the educated man”—while this 
indictment does reflect the condition in some com- 
munities, one will find, after visiting about the 
country and talking with the leaders in general edu- 
cation, that no group in America is more greatly 
concerned and is more approachable in attempting 
to work out remedies than our public-school leaders. 

As a first effort in uniting the character-building 
forces of a community, one can find no better tool 
than the weekday church school. The weekday re- 
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ligious education movement has established a work- 
ing relationship between state and church in the field 
of education. While the movement has pioneered in 
a difficult field, it is not to be assumed that the 
weekday church schools, as developed by the Prot- 
estant churches, have provided a completely satis- 
factory solution. We have a long way to go, but the 
opportunity is there. 

The purpose of the weekday schools is to make 
religion an integral part of the everyday life of the 
child. A great mass of impressions is operating on the 
minds of children in the public schools, on the streets, 
in the movies, and in the homes. There is seldom 
anyone who sees the need of straightening out these 
conflicting impressions and preventing moral con- 
fusion. This is one of the problems the weekday 
church schools have attempted to solve in a number 
of centers. 

As an illustration, one school meets every Friday 
afternoon in a community once largely an old resi- 
dential section. Now the community is changed and 
the children come from families of South American, 
Chinese, Moroccan, West Indian Negro, and Puerto 
Rican backgrounds. One of the teachers in the Junior 
Department had eighteen children of whom the 
majority were Puerto Rican. These children did not 
feel at home in the community, and they were often 
discriminated against by the children in the school 
and on the playground. There was a wide gap be- 
tween the things which they were learning every 
day in the comunity and in their homes. 

The teacher set out to develop a program in the 
weekday church school which would help to unify 
the experiences which the children were having, 
which would enable them to discover deeper re- 
ligious meanings in life, and to overcome a great deal 
of the moral confusion in their minds. She realized 
that her work could not be effective if it were cut 
off from the other great areas of experience which 
the children were having in the homes, on the streets, 
and in the public school. She visited the children’s 
homes, made friends of their parents, visited the 
public schools and found that these children were 
greatly interested in the geography course. With this 
interest as a basis, she developed in the weekday 
church school a series of projects on race relation- 
ships. 

In their public-school geography, they had been 
studying about South America, the West Indies, 
Africa, and China. The children, now, through their 
drama, music, w orship, and use of the Bible, learned 
to havea friendly interest in other people. Here they 
were prepared as children to meet some of the blows 
of society as members of a minority racial and cul- 
tural group. There grew up a sense of the univer- 
sality of many experiences, including unpleasant ones 
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of racial isolation. Here they had firsthand friendly 
fellowship with other racial groups in which the 
local group took the initiative in sharing happiness. 
There was a sense of the worth of all nations in the 
sight of God, and an emotional loyalty to people in 
all lands who are struggling to improve life. This 
school is only one of many that are endeavoring to 
help children discover and make their own the 
quality of living reflected in the life, teachings, and 
ersonality of Jesus Christ. 

What is needed is to have a number of com- 
munities seriously begin to demonstrate what can be 
done in community coérdination. A growing body 
of literature, including books and pamphlets, will 
show what some communities are endeavoring to do 
in different ways, which this brief article cannot 
attempt to describe. As one studies these experiments 
it should be kept in mind that the weekday church 
schools can become leaders in the movement to co- 
ordinate community forces, but that there are a 
number of other vital approaches to the problem, in- 
cluding 4-H Clubs, the vacation church schools, 
Y.M.C.A.’s, Y.W.C.A.’s, Boy Scouts, social agencies, 
juvenile courts, and young people’s programs of the 
church and extrachurch agencies. One can begin 
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with any of these programs and enlarge the circle to 
include the others. 
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The Coéperative Texts in Rural Vacation Schools 


By James D. WYKER 


URAL America has a gold mine of character 
and religious resources which are free to all 
who seek. The country church has not relied 

enough upon this natural environment of free re- 
ligious nurture. Children come to know God as they 
learn to reverence the beauty he created around him. 
Dr. Mark Dawber says in his chapter on “Childhood 
and Youth” in the mission study book, Rebuilding 
Rural America (page 109), “Religious education for 
the rural church must be somewhat indigenous with 
the soil, and must be the outgrowth of the struggle 
to find God, in the joys and sorrows of rural ex- 
perience. Trees, grass, flowers, bees, and birds, the 
animals on the farm, the hills and the brooks—these 
are the resources for the purpose of religious ministry 
to all children.” Each summer, our church assists the 
children to acquire these values through the vacation 
church school. The codperative texts are our guides 
in these studies. 

Over against this natural wealth of rural religious 
resources is the pathetic picture of need and neglect 
in the countryside. Recent religious studies reveal 
alarming facts. Thirty thousand hamlets are without 
religious guidance or teaching by persons trained to 


impart religious instruction. The magnitude of this 
problem is increased when we realize that one half of 
our rural youth will migrate to the city where they 
will occupy important positions. Christian leaders 
who are seeking a way of uniting our wealth of rural 
children with our rural religious resources will do 
well to experiment with the vacation church school. 

Whatever success we have had with our vacation 
schools over a period of about seven years has been 
due chiefly to three factors; qualified teachers, inter- 
denominational groups, and use of good materials. 
No teacher is qualified unless she has had previous 
teaching experience in church school, or extra train- 
ing in a coaching conference or a religious leadership 
school, or special direction by the pastor or some 
qualified person. Vacation school workers must for- 

et sectarianism and capture the community morale 
which the public school creates. Children move in 
flocks, even in religious training. This brings us to a 
discussion of the curricular material which is avail- 
able for a rural vacation school. Until three years 
ago, when the codperative vacation school texts came 
out, we found no materials that did not have limita- 
tions for interdenominational use. 
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Some of our teachers did not like the codperative 
texts at first because they contain no time schedule, 
but recommend, instead, that the teachers let the 
schedule change according to the daily situation. For 
example, the procedure on a rainy day would be 
quite different from that on a sunny day. If the 
schedule is flexible, the class may do some extra work 
in dramatics, construction, recreation, music, or 
whatever is of particular interest on any occasion. 
Since our teachers have freed themselves from the 
bondage of periods and ringing bells, they are able to 
maintain a continuity of pupil interest as the class 
changes from craft work to art appreciation or 
worship. 

Another discovery which our teachers have made 
is that they have ample material, without using all 
that is in the book. In fact, there is much material 
which is not adapted to rural children. Since the 
teachers plan their own sessions, they can leave out 
the unadaptable material and enlarge upon the useful 
material. One of the texts, Living in Our Com- 
munity, by Martin, has a whole unit on urban life 
which we delete from the course. Nevertheless, it is 
one of the best rural texts. 

These texts lend themselves to use in rural school 
because each unit of the book is complete in itself. 
Our vacation school runs only two weeks, but the 
course is completed in each class without crowding 
or omitting valuable sessions. If there are more units 
in the book which we wish to use, the class resumes 
the course next year. When subject matter in a text 
cramps or crowds the teacher, the process ceases to 
be educational and becomes antisocial. 

Our staff tries to emerge from the public education 
idea that assignments and tests are the evidence of 
successful teaching. In the vacation school our sub- 
ject matter is children, not textbooks. As Horace 
Mann said, “The character of children is always 
forming. No place, no companion, is without an 
influence upon it; and at school it is formed more 
rapidly than anywhere else. The mere fact of the 
presence of so many children together puts the social 
or dissocial nature of each into fervid action.” Per- 
sons who enjoy textual teaching will not enjoy the 
codperative texts. But teachers who educate by mak- 
ing their class a fellowship in Christian living will 
find that these books are most resourceful. 

A few years ago the writer used a highly organized 
course of instruction. In order to get maximum 
efficiency from the instruction, he set up a teaching 
staff of experts. These teachers rotated from one class 
to another as in the modern high school. The cur- 
riculum was precise, the system clicked, the teachers 
were proficient, the parents came the last day and 
praised the work; but the school lacked a continuity 
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of leadership and class-group consciousness which js 
necessary for religious growth. The operation was 
successful, but the patient died. Dewey says, “Per- 
sonality, character, is more than subject matter. Not 
knowledge or information, but self-realization is the 
goal.” Even more, the goal is social realization for 
children. The co6perative texts yield themselves to 
this informal educational technique which takes 
place in a happy children’s community such as a 
vacation school should produce. 

We cannot overemphasize the value of the main 
ideas about which the subject matter of these texts is 
collected. Upon investigation, one discovers that 
almost every text contains units which deal with the 
Kingdom of God on the earth. It may be the church 
in the local community, or in the world community, 
or the state community. The conception of life as a 
group process is ever uppermost in the stories, songs, 
poems, and references. Closely related to this social 
emphasis is the material which puts God at the center 
of society and proclaims him as master of the material 
world. 

Church and educational leaders everywhere are 
recognizing the great influence of the community on 
life and character. Rural churches should launch 
vacation schools as children’s projects in community 
living. The codperative texts contain a wealth of 
material which can be used to achieve this ideal. 

Persons who are looking for courses which are 
definitely rural in content should carefully evaluate 
these texts on the basis of the specifically country- 
life material which they include. One of the Primary 
courses, “Exploring God’s Out-of-Doors,” proved to 
be superb in our school last year. The teachers actu- 
ally used the out-of-doors as a laboratory. Not many 
pictures, stories or poems were utilized, for the chil- 
dren had resources closer to the divine at hand. Each 
day the boys and girls hopped over the fence back of 
the church into the neighbor’s field, where they 
found a multitude of specimens declaring the 
Maker’s praise. They collected field flowers, studied 
their characteristics, and placed them in scrapbooks. 
They brought in various insects and placed them in 
glass jars for observation. They found frogs, fishes, 
snakes, and a turtle along the stream. The last-named 
was given a special home in a washtub. All were con- 
fined in buckets and glass bowls. The development of 
this aquarium produced an attitude of awe and 
reverence which is the exact opposite of the selfish 
attitude of plunder which the secular world teaches 
the tiller of the soil, the fisherman, the woodsman, 
and the scientist. 

The text that was used in this course was in- 
valuable as background and resource material. Any 
rural community which has a couple of teachers and 
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some Primary children can get this text and do a fine 
job of learning about God. Herein is conscience. We 
begin to know God when at an early age there is 
“something inside that tells us to ‘Do what is right.’ ” 

In our community we are anxious that our church 
shall help boys and girls to become integrated, 
balanced people. There are four sides of life accord- 
ing to Luke 2:52. The co6perative texts contain rich 
material which may be used to develop the four- 
square life. They are rich in Biblical and worship 
material, historical data, scientific facts, games, songs, 
pictures, and craft work. This material is supple- 
mented with reference material which is useful for 
cultivating one particular side of life. 

The courses are interdenominational in their prep- 
aration. The course on “Learning About Our 
Church,” in particular, presents an opportunity to 
make the children conscious of advantages which 
local Christian unity presents to a rural community. 
Our Primary classes have built models of our church, 
parish house, and camp. Then they pictured the 
services which are rendered at home, and away from 
home, by these respective buildings. Such experience 
helps the children to take an active place in the 
church and the community. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


SURVEY 175 


Rural church leaders should not expect to find a 
text which just fits their local situation. In that case, 
every leader would have to write his own course. 
A better plan is to adapt the codperative texts to suit 
one’s local situation. These materials may be either 
organized into a rigid schedule or selected for an 
informal, flexible class procedure. The materials are 
as rich and varied as any we have ever discovered. 
The subject matter is gathered around such vital 
subjects as: the home, the church, the community, 
the world, God, nature, friendship, the beautiful. 
These subjects are very close to rural life. Therefore, 
these texts meet our needs best. 

The country church has a wealth of children, a 
gold mine of natural resources of religion. It should 
train the teachers, and the coéperative vacation 
school texts afford one source of training. Rural 
communities are finding that the vacation school pre- 
sents the best method of Christian education, for it 
is continuous (daily), teachers are prepared, and the 
courses are the best. For these reasons, we should 
use the vast laboratory of God for the religious edu- 
cation of our children. 





Evaluations of Recommended Courses* 


For Beginners 


Our Happy World. By Esther Freivogel. Price, $1. 

Our Happy World is a course which I found very 
little difficulty in using, due, I believe, to the large 
amount of material therein. With sufficient planning 
beforehand, almost any average teacher could take 
this book and easily work out a profitable course. 
With very little preparation, in most cases, my 
teachers used the book successfully. 

—Maryorie Fain Lowrir, Florida. 


I can highly recommend Our Happy World for 
Beginners. It meets the need of small children, teach- 
ing them their responsibility for making a happy 
world in their homes and in their dealings with 
others.—Marttig Davis ParDUE. 


Beginners in God’s World. By Elizabeth McE. 
Shields. Price, $1.75. 

In the Beginners’ Department, Beginners in God’s 
World has been successfully used in our church. It 
seems it could be used in almost any type of school, 
and with varying numbers of children. 

—Mrs. W. F. O’KE ttey, Louisiana. 





* . ° ° 

“Note. These descriptions of vacation school courses were sub- 
mitted by teachers who used these textbooks during the past year in 
various types of vacation church schools. Editor. 


For Primary Children 


Bible Homes and Homes Today. By Elizabeth L. 
Reed. Price, $1.00. 

Bible Homes and Homes Today is a new Primary 
course for vacation church schools which was 
offered this past summer. This course is quite dif- 
ferent from any that we have used in vacation 
church school work before. Since we had exhausted 
the courses pertaining to nature study, we welcome 
an entirely new theme. As the book is written, the 
first session begins with a scene in Jesus’ home, and 
from there traces the customs, religion, and family 
life of the Jews for the first ten sessions. The follow- 
ing five sessions deal with Hebrew tent life, and the 
problems of those people, with the solutions to their 
problems. 

After a careful study of the book it seemed best to 
alter the course to fit the needs of the children we 
were to teach. In schools of ten sessions, there is 
much to be done in a short period of time. We 
wanted to give the children a wider view of the 
different types of homes throughout the Bible, so by 
using the theme of the text, we traced the homes in 
the Old Testament from the first home—the garden 
home—to the best home—the home of Jesus in the 
New Testament. In the New Testament we studied 
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about the homes of Jesus’ friends, showing how he 
enjoyed visiting their happy homes. Jesus’ many acts 
of kindness in these homes were emphasized and 
carried on from Biblical times into our homes of 
today for the last two sessions of study. The con- 
cluding thought was that Jesus loves all homes and 
wants to live in each home through kindly deeds on 
the part of the boys and girls in their homes. 

Discovering the different kinds of homes in the 
Bible appealed to the imagination of the children, 
since they had never been shown to them before. 
They had no idea that there were so many different 
homes in the Bible. Each of these homes was con- 
trasted with the homes of today, but the contrast 
was made attractive so that even the description of 
the tent home of Abraham and Lot made a tent home 
seem quite a livable place. 

The teachers in both the chapel school and the 
school in our own church felt that the general 
response was that of deep interest in the homes of the 
Bible, and the feeling was that, after all, family life 
is the same, no matter of what materials the home 
is made. It was interesting to hear such remarks as, 
“I bet it was fun living in a tent home, but I had 
rather live in my own home,” and “I am glad my 
home is like it is.” From these and similar expressions 
we believe that during the two weeks of teaching 
there had grown up a deeper appreciation for homes 
today. This seemed to us to be a most desirable result. 

; —MabeE Ine SPITLER, Virginia. 


I believe Bible Homes and Homes Today is a very 
fine course for Primary children. 

It is easy for the average teacher to handle, though 
it would be difficult for one with no experience in 
teaching. It requires a great deal of planning and 
preparation in advance to put it over, but I enjoyed 
teaching it. 

The children were enthusiastic over this course 
and responded in a splendid way. They were thrilled 
over bringing in their own findings in connection 
with Bible lands, and when they divided into small 
groups for the study of foreign lands they were most 
interested in looking up outside materials. I felt at the 
end of each school that the missionary vision of the 
children had been broadened. 

—GUINEVERE Moraan, Florida. 


Learning to Know God Better. By Elizabeth McE. 
Shields. Price, 50 cents. 

“My Father’s Business.” By Elizabeth McE. Shields. 
Price, 50 cents. 

In our Primary Department we used Learning to 
Know God Better and “My Father’s Business.” They 
are both entirely satisfactory courses, and are a de- 
light to both children and teachers. 

—Mrs. W. F. O’KEttey, Louisiana. 
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I found “My Father's Business” the mos: satis- 
factory and most successful course used during the 
entire summer. I was extremely enthusiastic over it, 
and was able to plan better with it than any other, 

Any teacher seems to catch the objective and be 
able to place it before the children almost at once. 
The material is well planned as to time and con- 
sideration of the children’s needs. The unit is short 
enough for the teachers to study it in its entirety and 
see it as a whole. All of my teachers found it quite 
easy to use. The children enjoyed this course im- 
mensely, and seemed to grow through the study of 
it. The course is suitable for use in the large or the 
small department. I found no situation where I could 
not use it.—Marjorie Fain Lowrie, Florida. 


For Juniors 


The Land Where Jesus Lived. By Barnett Spratt. 
Price, 50 cents. Envelope of supplementary 
materials. Price, 50 cents. 

This is an old course, but one which has possi- 
bilities. Combined with a study of the life of Christ 
(such as “The Story of Jesus Our Saviour,” from the 
Junior Departmental Graded Lessons) it makes an 
excellent course. I taught it twice with unusual suc- 
cess. As the course stands the material is insufficient, 
but when supplemented with the departmental 
graded lesson material, A Boys and Girls Life of 
Christ, by Paterson-Smyth, and the story from the 
Bible, it makes a splendid unit for a two-weeks study. 
A Junior boy or girl likes the map work if it is pre- 
sented in the right way. 

This course is easily used by the average teacher, 
but she will find herself out of material after the first 
week unless she uses the supplementary books. A 
public-school teacher would probably be the best 
person to teach a course of this kind. With two 
helpers, I taught it to a group of twenty boys and 
girls—Mar jorie Fain Lowrie. 


Exploring the Trail with the Master Guide. By Elisa- 
beth Edland and Annie Laurie Newton. Price, 
$1.75. 

In sar aula Exploring the Trail with the Master 
Guide has been well liked for Junior boys and girls. 
The material in this book is sufficient for two 
schools, as it is planned for twenty-five sessions. 

—Mrs. W. F. O’KE tey, Louisiana. 


Riches to Share. By Alice Bartow Hobensack. Prices: 
A Guide for Teachers, $1.00. Pupil’s workbook, 
20 cents. 

Last summer we used the course Riches to Share 
with our Juniors, and I want to comment a little on 
it. A friend told me it was used in their church and 
they worked themselves to death bringing in outside 
material to supplement the given material. 
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That certainly was not my experience! There was 
so much material given in the course we were prac- 
tically overwhelmed. It would have been a physical 
impossibility to use it all, and yet we did hate to leave 
any out, for it is all splendid material. The Inter- 
mediates moved along beautifully and seemed to 
grasp the idea, but the Juniors seemed to find the 
course just a little beyond them. I did a great deal of 
adapting to make it mean more to the Juniors. Using 
it in several places, 1 found this true, and always 
found that the Intermediates did unusually well with 
the course—RosEMARY Tasot, Kentucky. 


Learning About War and Peace. By Imogene M. 
McPherson. Price, $1.00. 

For Juniors, I can recommend Learning About 
War and Peace. It is a very practical course, and at 
the present time our children need to be taught to 
follow the Prince of Peace. 

—Mattie Davis Parpur, Louisiana. 
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For Intermediates 


Exploring the Trail with the Master Guide. By Elisa- 
beth Edland and Annie Laurie Newton. Price, 
$1.75. 


Exploring the Trail with the Master Guide is a 
good unit for Intermediates, even though it was 
written for Juniors. 

The average teacher can teach this course success- 
fully. There is plenty of material, and the objective 
definitely runs through every lesson. She should have 
no difficulty in following the theme through to the 
end, and every boy and girl will be able to grasp it. 

Our Intermediates enjoyed this course and did 
some nice work. We felt that this department was 
quite successful. This unit can be used in both small 
and large churches with equal success. 

—Marjorie Fain Lowrie. 
(Continued on page 190) 





Churches of Distinction “C” Group 


By Henry W. McLaAucGuHiin* 


TTENTION is called to the preceding articles 
in the PRESBYTERIAN SuRVEY on “Churches of 
Distinction, ‘A’ and ‘B’ Groups.” The same 

rules are applied in the “C” Group as in the others. 
Churches reporting a membership of 200 and over 
are listed in the “C” Group. Most of the churches 


marked by stars, indicating that they are repeaters in 
the list of churches of distinction, maintain one or 
more extension units. That is, they are practicing 
outpost evangelism. There are 98 churches or groups 
in the “C” Group this year as compared with only 
74 last year. 








Ch. S.S. Rec'd Sp’r. 





Synod Presbytery Church or Group Pastor Mem. Enr. P.F. B.R. 
eee es Birmingham......... Pratt City Group....... C. M. Campbell...... 292 339 15 5.1 
East Alabama........ Montgomery Group....C. C. Anderson...... 203 276 23 11.3 
ROCs 35). «i Wansesice +2 **Burgett Memorial Gr.. Jas. E. Cook......... 333 440 25 2 
North Alabama...... **Central, Anniston..... He, Brauer. ......-. 237 664 22 92 
Jacksonville Group..... Wm. B. Penny....... 255 270 13 Si. 
Be rT ee *Alabama Ave. Group...O. W. Wardlaw...... 228 380 12 ve 
Aliceville Group........ Sf are 225 268 14 6.2 
ABPALACTIR «6 6 ise n soci Tiina... 66csient i W. W. Arrowood..... 423 435 23 5.4 
Rock Spring Group..... D. R. Greenhoe...... 261 280 19 ce 
DROUIN soi2ij6 35:84 cischcin 94 J. W. Rowe.......... 337 411 18 5:3 
New Dublin Group..... 45 ae 271 16 6.4 
i, GAS WEEN: o2c..5.. 9550 551 28 5. 
er Frank Anderson...... 528 630 31 5.8 
SO 5s exes eues **Newport Group...... a 251 507 19 7.5 
Rogersville. .-.......... B.D: Carat. 5 sans: 393 477 25 6.2 
WIN AMENE 6. arate s.cistea <i | eo em 260 20 8.9 
*Meadow Creek Group.. John I. Rhea........ 204 229 21 10.2 
*Buladean Group....... John W. Young...... 252 487 19 7.5 
Rnonville...... 22.454 *Chattanooga First... .. i. ore 1476 1639 114 Pe 
“Little BVICR...... 02.0 B. M. Lareot........ 370 381 26 ci 
Signal Mountain....... M. R. Williamson.... 255 305 21 9.3 
Dene *Madisonville Group....C. McCoy Franklin... 205 350 33 16. 
se EER ee **Walnut Ridge Group..J. B. Green.......... 249 312 19 7.6 
Morrilton First......... 5. J. Pavteramm. ...... 282 328 15 $.3 





“Rev. H. W. McLaughlin, D.D., is Director of Country Church Work and Sunday School Extension. 
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Ch. S.S. Rec'd Sp’r, 
Synod Presbytery Church or Group Pastor Mem. Enr. P.F. BR 
| ee nee EO. wo sic eratiicae **Central, St. PetersburgE. R. Barnard....... 314 470 30 95 
; «tere SO eee 228 «63034100; 5 
*Shenandoah........... Daniel Iverson....... 651 824 70 10.7 
| S| eee A. ', Lape. < «50s. 237 257 16 6.7 
Pe PRONG og nics exes *Ormewood Park....... Wm. E. Crane....... 288 323 31 13.5 
Morningside........... John B. Dickson..... 404 505 27 6.6 
a R. T. Gillespie....... 219 225 26 11.8 
San R. F. Johneon........ 336 380 22 6.5 
ae Alpine Group.......... C. A. Thompson..... 258 303 13 5. 
SR. cescevescusen Piet, Macom......-..+- Albert G. Harris..... 535 540 34 6.3 
MONOMER... 602 s2008n *Eastern Heights Gr....A. M. Martin........ 256 375 22 8.5 
Aen a eee **Highland Group...... ee ere 321 466 22 6.8 
**Doerman Memorial...H. L. Cockerham..... 212 422 33 15.5 
RMUMGAWA. 65 5 5b ccecce New Orleans......... **Gentilly Group....... Vi &. Bevent.cc.cncc. Te 340 25 8.4 
ne ere Roy D. Fortna....... 566 686 51 9. 
MEMGOURT «0.056 6 ccccdes PRR 6 6. xeon eae Kennett Group......... i. Be. CASON. secinn cs 213 281 27 12.6 
oo ere Roland Sims......... 271 276 28 10.3 
Upper Missouri...... WMPIVOIMOG... 2 6055s. 5- | A ee 290 514 57 19.6 
pS ETE ow ae Cy MEOPEOR. 0. ese 354 466 32 9, 
“Westminster... ... 0.0 eS eee 269 345 22 8.1 
NORTH CAROLINA...... ./ Albemarle........... COORFIVENIE. go ec ree Robert C. Grady..... 201 202 13 6.4 
*Wilson First.......... E. Carlyle Lynch..... 366 474 34 9.2 
dj ZF. PRG BHOE eo0cc.6 0s 229 275 60 26.1 
See *Weat Marion Group... J. C. Story... 0008: 245 281 15 6.1 
Granville...... eee Blacknall Memorial..... H. P. Ruppenthall.... 319 382 24 15 
Smithfield Group....... Carl R. Pritchett..... 264 416 29 10.9 
Kings Mountain...... Kings Mountain........ P. 2), FAGick.:. signees 265 313 19 ie 
Mecklenburg......... West Avenue.......... W. W. Alers......< 506s 372 391 21 5.6 
-, are era H. K. Holland. .....4. 358 360 18 5. 
Robinson Group........ W. B. McSwain...... 217 239 13 5.9 
*Pageland Group....... Fae A ae ee 227 12 15 6.6 
*Waxhaw Group....... a Ws MERCY fc decwivicceeie 310 391 18 5.8 
NING S 6c scx ete Graham Group......... W. B.. Hatrep....6s:<0:0 574 684 41 Z.1 
EE Gis wines onesies W. H. Allison........ 204 242 12 5.8 
Wilmington.......... PESMIMGQUE!. «0.66056 655 F.S. Johnston. ...... 281 301 20 7.1 
Winston-Salem....... *Jefferson Group....... Se eee 367 479 49 13.3 
OKLAHOMA...... ssa haces eS eae a | ER erage ie Chris Matheson...... 206 221 14 6.7 
SNEDECOR MEmorIAL...N. and S. Carolina... .Rice Memorial......... G. W. Gideon........ 222 300 20 9, 
SouTH CAROLINA....... Enoree..... euch em *Spartanburg Second....J. D. Henderson...... 450 470 30 6.6 
Greenville Third Gr....J. H. Viser.......... 427 442 22 a.) 
ENED, v.aaroac ea ss 3 Een PIOUON «6 cares 216 235 18 8.3 
TRWMBGOEE oo. 6 ces cue DRGMIRVENG 5 5 55s ci Nashville Second....... Fred Stroud .....¢..'.0 300 310 43 14. 
<2 Cae Mees | Sr **Houston Third Gr....R. A. Deison......... 288 398 16 ee 
**Bay City Group...... #.F. DCSE. 5 6:0:<,0.5 227 286 18 7.9 
Cane Piet... <kccaees a | ae 223 371 18 8. 
Angleton Group........ J... Freeland... 6c<< 209 213 17 8.1 
errs: E. W. Mitchell....... 251 337 13 5.1 
PR clicks e eyes yl Serer Thos. F. Gallaher..... 692 801 37 5:3 
Paris 0 ee Robert Hill... ....6..<0. 785 844 64 8.1 
**Kilgore First......... ee eee 596 887 2 8.7 
Texas-Mexican....... *Gonzales Group....... R. D. Camphbell.......... 385 505 35 9. 
**San Antonio Mex. Gr..C. S. Guerrero....... 429 555 23 5.3 
WONT 6.6 si sivas caces East Hanover........ *Hopewell Group....... | ee 710 912 42 5.9 
*Ashland Group........ T. B. Southall....... 225 251 13 5.7 
ee Monterey Group......./ A. E. Johnson........ 217 246 17 7.8 
McDowell............. L. M. Moffett........ 224 251 13 5.8 
Montgomery......... Clifton Forge.......... a ee 822 873 57 6.9 
*Falling Spring Group...H. L. Cathey........ 318 424 20 6.2 
*Buchanan Group...... C. N. Faulconer...... 243 339 15 6.1 
NS cians whee oA Stated Supply........ 205 247 11 5.3 
**McAllister Memorial..L. H. Patterson...... 310 426 65 20.9 
. RESP. G. L. Whiteley....... 335 408 22 6.5 
a *Cradock Group........ ,As . “2a 260 374 =. 22 8.4 
**Lafayette Ave........ C. J. Hollandsworth.. 548 631 46 8.3 
a oo ee John L. Parkes....... 269 400 30 11.1 
Pe Blue Ridge Group...... Newton Smith....... 304 412 38 12. 
Winchester.......... Wroorefeld. .... 26.62.0666 Allen Jones.......... 256 282 14 5.4 
*Thomas Group........ PAs Ws MER, 6.0.4 > snes 234 313 35s «MS. 
Charles Town.......... G. G. Sydnor........ 540 606 29 5.3 
WEsT VIRGINIA........ Bluestone........... *Princeton Group...... W. R. Sanith, Jr...... 403 435 29 7.1 
Greenbrier........... Richwood Group....... | eS) et 213 256 14 6.5 
arene eo oh ee C. R. Garrison....... 255 334 21 8.2 
*Highlawn............. W. P. Hooper........ 232 «315 'sisa18~—StiT.T 
*S. Charleston First.....F. M. Ryburn....... 369 517 22 5.9 
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Woman’s Partnership with God* 


TATISTICS reveal that women control prac- 
tically one-half of the individual wealth of the 
country. More and more, husbands and wives 

are becoming real partners in the administration of 
the income. The woman, by virtue of her position in 
the home, should see more deeply into the truth that 
“man doth not live by bread alone,” and she should, 
as far as possible, see that the income is used to pro- 
vide for spiritual as well as physical needs. 

The question, “How much should I (or we) give 
to God?” is one that can be decided only by the one 
(or ones) asking the question. Our giving should be 
acceptable to God and pleasing unto Him. In training 
the Hebrew nation to be His own chosen people, 
God set forth for their guidance these words: “Thou 
shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the 
field bringeth forth year by year.” (Deut. 14:22) We 
can be sure that Jesus tithed, for if He had failed to 
carry out the requirements of the Jewish law the 
Pharisees would have been quick to accuse Him. 
Surely no Christian would be willing to do less than 
what God required of the Jews. The tithe then is 
our starting point in giving, and love will lead us 
beyond. 

Is the principal of the tithe practical? Is it worth 


while? We would let those who tithe answer for 
you: 


“For many years I have practiced tithing... . 
The practice of tithing has a threefold value: it 
gives recognition to God as Owner and Giver of 
all things; it affords the safest system of meeting 
the needs of fellow men; it serves as a disciplinary 
restraint to self and selfish desires.” : 

The first and greatest value we have received 
from our tithing is joy; joy that we are giving ‘as 
God has prospered,’ and that we are helping def- 





*This article is made up largely of excerpts from a leaflet by this 
same title, which is available, free of cost, from the Committee on 
Stewardship and Finance, 301 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


initely in the extension of His Kingdom. Another 
value we have discovered is that the supply never 
runs out. God’s providing hand never fails.” 

“My husband and I both tithe... . From tithing 
comes a return that you can never receive from 
any other investment.” 

“Ever since I have been earning my own living 
I have given a tenth of it to the work of God’s 
Kingdom. It seems only a just debt that I owe... . 
The greatest joy comes when I can give beyond 
the tithe.” 

“One of the most glorious Christian experiences 
that I have known has been to accept the challenge 
of the tithe. .. . More than ten years ago I resolved 
to try it, and how much joy it has meant even 
during the darkest years of the depression!” 

“From my experiences of tithing, I have re- 
ceived many blessings,” said a Christian Indian 
woman. “I find it easy to tithe every bit of money 
that comes into my hands, and my eggs, my 
chickens, my pecans all help me to tithe. I always 
remember Mal. 3:8-10.” 

“Tithing keeps alive my interest in the work of 
our Church. I rejoice that I can have a part in 
spreading the glorious gospel of Him who gave 
His all for me. As far back as I can remember | 
have practiced tithing, being a daughter of tithing 
parents, who saw to it that I had my ‘offering’ 
every Sunday. Since I have been ‘on my own,’ I 
have kept it up, grateful to them for their example 
and training.” 


On and on those who tithe would testify to its 
value; but the questions we would ask you to con- 
sider are: Are you experiencing the joy of which 
these tithers speak? Are you training your children 
to give regularly, systematically, and joyfully? If 
not, will you not begin now to practice tithing, and 
to train those lives God has entrusted to your keep- 
ing in this “most glorious Christian experience’? 
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Birthday Offering to Minister 
To Great Home Mission Areas 








Syrian children, Atlanta, Georgia 


to 1938 Birthday Objective, “For Women and 
Girls of Other Races and Languages in the 

Homeland,” is one that will minister to groups 
of people that constitute an unanswerable appeal. 
Perhaps few of us realize that there is such a large 
population of foreign-speaking peoples in the South- 
land, yes in our own states, as the figures below show. 

The last census reveals that one third of the entire 
population of the United States is either foreign-born 
or of foreign-born parentage. It shows further that 
large numbers of these people are coming into the 
cities and agricultural areas of the South. 

There are 1,000,000 Mexicans within the bounds 
of our General Assembly, and at least 1,000 com- 
munities in which there is no Protestant work of any 
description. In his book, Other Men Labored, Dr. 
Homer McMillan says of this situation: 


“The Mexicans in Texas offer one of the greatest evangelistic 
opportunities presented the church in any mission field. 
The importance of this evangelistic opportunity is further 
emphasized by the fact that those who have left the Roman 
Catholic Church present a fruitful field for the atheistic and 
communistic programs conducted by the atheistic societies 
in Mexico. Scores of publications and millions of leaflets 
and pamphlets attacking the church and the ministry are 
being circulated among the Mexicans on this side of the 
national border. It behooves the Protestant Church to meet 
the challenge of this atheistic propaganda and accept this 
evangelistic opportunity and give them the Christian faith, 
and through them influence the whole Latin civilization to 
the south of us.” 


In addition to this large number of Mexicans, Texas 
has also 50,000 Czecho-Slovakians, 12,000 Austrians, 
15,000 Poles, and 15,000 Russians. 

Almost one third of the population of our entire 
country, according to Dr. McMillan, is made up of 
first and second generations of foreigners. In addi- 
tion to Mexicans, there are in this country 14,000,000 
other foreigners, practically all of whom are foreign- 


speaking; and their children of the first generation 
number 26,000,000 more. 

More than 40,000 Latin people live in Tampa, 
Florida, including Italians, Spaniards, and Cubans, 
and gs per cent of this Latin population is un- 
churched. Our Church has an active mission in Ybor 
City, with a Sunday school that has an enrollment of 
over 250. A four-week Vacation Church School was 
conducted during the summer months, with an en- 
rollment of nearly 300 pupils. The enrollment had to 
be closed at the end of the second week because of 
lack of room. In the immediate vicinity of our mis- 
sion live 3,000 children. 

In the districts west of New Orleans live one 
hundred thousand French people. There are 8,000 
Chinese in the South. 

The Jewish population of the United States ex- 
ceeds 4,000,000, which is more than one fourth of 
all the Jews in the world. There are 161 cities and 
towns in the United States having 1,000 or more 
Jews as a part of their population. There are 500,000 
Jews in the Southern States, and 1,087 churches in 
our Assembly have Jews within the bounds of their 
congregations. 

There are 330,000 Indians in the United States. 
More than one third of this number live in Okla- 
homa. Less than one third of the Indian population is 
related to the various Christian communities. 

There are more than 6,000,000 Negroes in America 
who have not acknowledged Christ as Saviour, and 
85% of the Negro population is within the bounds of 
our General Assembly. There are 1,500,000 Negro 
young people in 
the United States 
between the ages 
of 10 and 19 who 
should be reached 
and claimed for 
Christ. The Bible 
is an unknown 
book to thousands 
of foreign-speak- 
ing people in the 
South. 


A Mexican mother 
and her baby 
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Christian Social Service 


ECRETARIES of Christian Social Service have 
had laid upon them this year the necessity for 
enlarging their field of endeavor. For three 

years now, our General Assembly has had a “Per- 
mmament Committee on Social and Moral Welfare.” 
It will be recalled that in this Committee’s third 
annual report to the last Assembly, the larger part 
of the report was grouped under two general heads: 
“Neighborliness” and “Corrupting Influences.” 
Under the first grouping, there was a discussion of 
“The Economic Situation,” of “Race Relations,” and 
of “The Threat of War,” and certain recommenda- 
tions were made. We quote from these: 


“That members of the church work for the abolition of 
child labor, and for the adequate provision for the protec- 
tion, education, spiritual nurture, and wholesome recreation 
of every child. 

“That our ministers and church leaders seek faithfully to 
ascertain and interpret significant facts in the field of race 
relations for their people. 

“That as a church and as individual Christians we strive 
more earnestly to apply the teachings of Christ in all our 
relations with other races. 

“That members of the church be urged (1) to develop in 
their own and other people’s mind the will to peace; (2) to 
acquaint themselves with the factors which lead to war, 
and with the various efforts now being made to prevent 
war; (3) to make known to their government their support 
of those policies which tend toward peace and their con- 
demnation of those policies which tend toward war; (4) to 
practice in their individual lives the universal love and good 
will which is in Christ; (5) to set themselves to the task of 
organizing a world community in which justice and equality 
of opportunity shall be vouchsafed to every man, woman, 
and child, to all nations and to all races. 

“That church organizations (Sunday schools, Young 
People of the Church, Woman’s Auxiliaries, Men of the 
Church) put renewed emphasis on and give increased atten- 
tion to education for peace.” 


Under the grouping “Corrupting Influences” were 
listed “The Liquor Menace,” “Obscene Literature,” 
and “Social Diseases.” We quote also from the 
recommendations made on these items: 


“That members of the church seek to provide through 


the agencies of Church and State adequate and scientific in- 
struction on the subject of alcoholism and narcotism. 

“That total abstinence be again commended as the highest 
Christian ideal. 

“That parents and teachers endeavor earnestly to know 
what kind of literature is going into the hands of the boys 
and girls committed to their care, and that they do all in 
their power to encourage the taste for constructive rather 
than destructive reading. 

“That, where obscene literature is being sold in violation 
of the law, Christian citizens demand the enforcement of the 
law and, where necessary, the passage of protective measures 
against the sale of such literature. 

“We recommend that our ministers, laymen, and women: 

1. Co-operate with national, State, and local agencies in 
the promotion of social hygiene activities. 

2. Aid social workers and authorities in the prevention of 
prostitution and sex delinquency. 

3. Aid educators and parents in providing sound sex in- 
struction and preparation of youth for successful family 
life. 

“Attention is called to the articles in Readers’ Digest for 
March and April, 1937, by Dr. Parran, Surgeon-General, 
Public Health Service, and by Dr. John H. Stokes. Com- 
plete literature on this dreadful disease can be secured from 
the American Social Hygiene Association, 50 W. soth 
Street, New York City.” 


GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


“That throughout the coming year special emphasis be 
laid upon the fuller acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Saviour 
of men and the Lord of all life. 

“That, inasmuch as the practice of Christian principles on 
the part of our church members is directly related to our 
work at home and abroad, those in charge of the prepara- 
tion of the programs of the Men of the Church, the Woman’s 
Auxiliary, and the Young People be instructed to include 
the study of moral and social problems in their service pro- 
grams, and that they consider in this connection the report 
of this Committee, with its recommendations, as approved 
by the General Assembly.” 


WHAT HAVE YOU DONE ABOUT IT, Sec- 
retaries of Christian Social Service, individual women 
of the Church? These recommendations called for 
action. The Church year fast draws to a close. May 
it find that at least some attempt has been made by 
the women of our Church to do something about 
these matters so near the Christian woman’s heart. 





REPORT 


It is hoped that the important changes which have 
been made in Report Blanks for the year 1937-38 
will simplify and clarify the matter of reporting. Full 
explanation accompanies each blank. The codpera- 


tion of auxiliary leaders in carefully reading and 


following out instructions will ensure an accurate 
report and present a clear picture of the educational 
and financial status of the woman’s auxiliaries of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


BLANKS 


If each circle chairman will carefully check with 
her members the record of study and service as listed 
on Personal and Auxiliary Guides, so surely will it 
be known whether the Silver Anniversary Goal of 
“Every Woman Enlisted for Christ” has been 
reached, and the challenge of “Advancing With 
Christ” accepted by our women. 

Remember March 20 is the time limit. 

Rosa GIBBINS. 









































How the Circle Plan Works 
At the Bibanga Leper Camp 


K ELLERSBERGER* 


By Juvia Lake 


EFORE the Circle Plan of the Woman’s Auxil- 
iary was adopted at the Bibanga Leper Camp, 
in Central Africa, the meetings were conducted 

by one leper woman whose strong personality domi- 
nated the whole group. She was the most “highly 
educated” of the 250 women who had contracted the 
terrible disease of leprosy, having had actually 
enough brains to have finished the third grade. Most 
African women are taught that they, the goats, and 
the pigs have the same degree of intelligence. It is 
really a miracle that a woman learns to read at all, 
with her mind dulled by long days filled with drab 
drudgery and her body a pathological laboratory of 
several tropical diseases at one time. They usually 
enter the classroom with a crying baby at their skirts 
and a nursing baby in their arms. The baby is nursed 
to sleep by the droning of their A, B, C’s, while the 
older child amuses herself by tearing off bits of the 
dog-eared Congo primer. Mbombo, the leper leader, 
had overcome all of these obstacles and could ac- 
tually read God’s Word. As many as a dozen others 
among the leper group could also read a little. They 
were all baptized, earnest Christian women, so they 
were the ones chosen for circle leaders, two for each 
street in the leper village. 

How many of you have ever grown discouraged 
in teaching your highly 
educated, cultured 
women? If you need 
encouragement take a 
month’s vacation. En- 
gage an ocean passage 
on the “Queen Mary,” 
and make your air 
reservations over the 
“Imperial Airways’ 
from Europe to Central 
Africa. You can reach 
Bibanga station, via the 
clouds, in less than a 
week. Spend a week 
with us and return in 
time for your next isi} 
circle meeting. You will Oy 
then be able to explain \ ay * 
the setting and the \- 


*Mrs. E. R. Kellersberger is 
a missionary to the Belgian 
Congo. Bibanga is her mission 
station. She is the author of 
Congo Crosses. 















methods used at our “Auxiliary Training School” 
for leper women. Benches are placed out under the 
shade of the palms, where a refreshing breeze rustles 
the lacy fronds. The burning sun makes golden pools 
out of the silver lakes in the valley below, while the 
deep clumps of dark forest trees growing by these 
springs of living waters furnish an oasis pleasant to 
the eye as it scans the low ranges of hills on the hori- 
zon with their fascinating lights and shades. Suddenly 
spires of grey smoke arise simultaneously from sev- 
eral hillocks, mingling indistinctly with low- -hanging 
grey clouds, like the incense of altar fires arising 
heavenward. There is a rustling among the tall grass 
on the edge of the ridge where you are standing, and 
a long snake of brilliant green glides gracefully by. 
Two little eyes are watching this enemy from the tall 
grass, and as soon as the danger is past a small field rat 
(which the lepers love to eat) hurries home to safety. 
The ground is covered with tiny burrows and the 
mystery of these is revealed when a fuzzy, blind 
mole disappears into one of them. We are really dis- 
appointed that there are no fiercer animals to combat, 
but, hearing that a great lion was killed only a few 
miles away, we suddenly become satisfied with the 
lesser creatures that frequent the bush at our feet, 
and with the tiny songsters that are flying about us 
so awkwardly, trying to balance their 
long tails, which are twice the length of 
their graceful little bodies. 

It is in this setting that the training of 
our circle leaders takes place. While our 
eyes take in this scene of almost breath- 
taking tropical beauty, our ears are listen- 
ing to the cracked voices of the women 
as they sing over and over again the new 
song and repeat many times the Bible 
verse for the afternoon. They study 
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aloud, syllable by syllable, and then ed out 
their hearts to God in prayer for the Holy Spirit’s 
interpretation of it and for strength to teach. For 
several hours they sit on backless benches, under the 
open sky, repeating line upon line, learning precept 
upon precept. Stinging ants swarm over their bare 
feet and a merciless sun beats down upon their bare 
heads, but they pay no attention to such discomforts, 
so intent are they upon the task that lies before them. 
Friday has been set aside by them for the Lord’s 
work; the morning spent in learning; the afternoon, 
in teaching. 

A bell rings long and loud, followed by a second 
and a third. As the clock points to the hour of three, 
the women appear in the doorway of almost every 
small hut, while others mysteriously arrive from no- 
where, perhaps out of the tall grass, or from behind 
a great tree where they had been resting. All are on 
their way to the circle meetings. Once—twice—thrice 
—very slowly, the last bell rings. Instantaneously 
from every street a chorus of song arises, from the 
groups as they sit on the bare ground beneath the 
shade. A new song is sung; a new verse with potent 
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meaning is committed to memory, for His Word 
will not return unto Him void; a simple lesson is 
taught, and each heart is lifted to God in prayer and 
thanksgiving. Embryonic leaders are getting prac- 
tice and experience, and many ignorant leper women 
are learning how to hide God’s Word in their hearts 
that they may not sin against Him. 

No refreshments are served, and no after-chatter 
over the teacups when the meeting is over, for each 
woman has to rush home to beat the cassava root into 
flour and to gather the sticks with which to cook it 
over a hurried campfire, for her hungry husband’s 
supper. There are no other attractions but God’s 
Word and fellowship with God’s simple-hearted 
people, but a visit to one of these circle meetings on 
each street in the leper village will put new courage 
into your heart and new ambition to go forward in 
His work. 

At the last meeting, when no white woman was 
present, the nine circles, with a total membership of 
251, had an attendance of 219. At the last open meet- 
ing, 242 were present. How do these reports compare 
with yours? 





ON READING 


By Dorotuy Mixes, Lexington, Ky.* 


eve LAMB one day was walking in Lon- 
don with a friend. As they passed a man and 

drew out of hearing, Lamb suddenly said to 
his companion, “I don’t like that man.” Said the 
astonished friend, “I didn’t know you knew him.” 
“I don’t,” replied Lamb. “That’s why I don’t like 
him.” This little story, familiar as it is, points a 
moral so nicely. With most people, indifference and 
downright dislike have their roots in ignorance more 
often than not. If we take the trouble to cultivate 
people, we can find nearly always a basis for respect 
and liking. In just the same way, as we take the 
trouble to cultivate our church, to inform our- 
selves about our leaders at home and abroad, to 
learn the “becauses” behind the “causes” of Chris- 
tian education, ministerial relief, home and foreign 
missions, we find our respect and admiration de- 
veloping apace. We find our indifference giving 
Way to active interest. We find we really want to 
help do the work. So it seemed to me as I assumed 
the leadership of our auxiliary last April that I 





Mrs. Miles is the president of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the 
— Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Kentucky, of which church 
er husband, the Reverend Robert Whitfield Miles, D.D., is pastor. 


wished most for myself and for every woman in the 
organization that quickening of the spirit that must 
come through a more alert mind. I resolved I would 
read and study. I earnestly hoped to encourage 
every one associated with me, both by precept and 
example, to do likewise. I do not believe there is a 
woman in the auxiliary who has been within the 
sound of my voice—which has good carrying qual- 
ities—who is not aware that I have a complex, and 
that complex is serious reading. 

All of us realize, I am sure, that in this day and 
age we waste a lot of valuable reading time. There 
are so many books, such mountains of magazines! 
We are nearly snowed under with the daily news- 
papers—particularly the Sunday editions. It isn’t 
that we church women read trashy or vicious 
stories or articles. But so much we read is trivial, 
unimportant. We spend so much time reading about 
things that do not matter much that there is no time 
left for reading that which matters vitally—both to 
our own mental and spiritual development and to the 
growth and efficiency of our church. 

How can we develop better reading habits and 
what should we read? At once I pass from the 
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purely devotional type of reading, as having been 
stressed in the past and being so obviously necessary 
in the life of any church member. After the Bible 
and devotional literature we naturally think first of 
our Church papers. At the Executive Board meet- 
ings, I have found it helpful to call attention to cer- 
tain articles. On occasion I give a sort of review of a 
copy of the Survey, selecting half a dozen articles 
to mention, telling just enough about each to stimu- 
late interest. Sometimes I clip a paragraph or an 
article and give it to a member who is not a sub- 
scriber. 

The next objective in our reading drive is, of 
course, our mission study books. The secret of get- 
ting them read is twofold. First, we must start them 
circulating in good time. Second, we must see that 
they keep circulating. We began reading our home- 
mission books the first of September, and we are 
now, November first, 1937, reading Glorious Liv- 
ing. There are a certain number of books in each 
circle. Each reader signs her name in the book. The 
circle chairmen are “elected” to know where those 
books are and to see that no one keeps them over- 
time. We have a copy of Yesteryears making the 
rounds in each circle, too. 


But we must not stop with our own denomina- 
tional books. We all need a much more compre- 
hensive outlook into the field that is the world. We 
need to study problems that are universal that we 
may better understand our own. We must know 
modern trends in education—new ways to deal with 
old, old difficulties. So we are reading Adult Edu- 
cation in the Church, by Sherrill and Purcell; and 
Missions To-morrow by Dr. Latourette of Yale. 
There are others we will add to our auxiliary library 
later. Perhaps The Art of Living, by Peale; Toward 
Understanding Adults, by Zeigler, The Attitude of 
Jesus Toward Women, by Southard. As we read 
our interest will be arrested at new focal points. 

I must not leave the impression that everybody 
in our auxiliary is reading along this line—not yet. 
But we are making gains every day, and’ I think by 
the end of the vear we'll have a good score. | hope 
we shall have a fairly accurate account of the num- 
ber of women reading these books. There will be 
no statistics to show our individual mental and 
spiritual growth. Nor will we be able to measure 
the glow of interest engendered, the warm earnest- 
ness cultivated in this way. We shall be satisfied to 
have such forces quietly at work in our midst. 





Mrs. Askew Speaks on Yesteryears 


Mrs. S. H. Askew, who has seen the Auxiliary 
grow from its beginning, has the following to say of 
Yesteryears, that book which means much to the 
present leaders, and which may mean even more to 
leaders of future generations. 

“Yesteryears good reading? Of course! For those 
who were too young to realize the years as they 
passed, this story reads like a tale made to match a 
theory (which is always intriguing! ); while to us, to 
whom the years are simply factual history, this anni- 
versary book is like an old-time spend-the-day party 
when we used to ‘talk things over’ pretty thor- 
oughly! Delightful reading in both cases—fascinat- 
ing because ‘so human,’ as we human beings express 
It. 

“And beyond all, this record of our twenty-five 
Auxiliary years is strengthening and refreshing, 
spiritually. Do we not need a deeper appreciation of 
the power of prayer? Every chapter, almost every 
incident, will bring you right up against inescapable 
proof of it! Do we not need reassurance of God’s 
hand in and over and through our organization itself? 
Here we see that He so evidently guided, provided, 
projected, and perfected beyond the wisdom of even 


our wisest leaders. Do we not need a wholesome 
ability to smile at ourselves—not to take ourselves 
too seriously? You catch a rippling laugh or a quiet 
smile on every page. And surely we do need to take 
our glorious task more seriously—to hasten to over- 
take it in divine strength. Here, in Yesteryears, is re- 
newed stimulation to press on with what was so 
courageously, nobly undertaken, carried so bravely 
so far—and which now is our present commission. 
Yes, let’s all read Yesteryears; and smile, and pray, 
and work together, as they did who preceded us and 
whose devotion has been brought back to life for us 
by her who, under God, guided us through those 
yesteryears.” 

Nore: Every auxiliary should possess at least two 
copies of Yesteryears for library use. Then, how 
many individual women in your auxiliary possess 2 
copy? It is timeless in value, and in years to come it 
may not be available. Why not urge every woman to 
order a copy before the close of our Silver Annt- 
versary year? Not only is it a memento of this occa- 
sion, but any auxiliary leader will find it invaluable 
as a historical reference. Every woman of our Auxil- 
lary is a potential leader. 
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Seen and Beard in Heaven 


| John saw these things and heard them. Revelation 22:8. 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ .. . the faithful witness . . . unto his servant John . . . who bare 
record of the word . . . and of all things that he saw. Revelation 1:1, 5, 2. 


1 turned to see. Revelation 1:12. 

I turned to see . . . one like unto the Son of man. . . his eyes were as a flame of fire . . . and his 
voice was as the sound of many waters. Revelation 1: 12-15. 

I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: . . . and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, 
and one sat on the throne... And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book . . . 
and, lo, in the midst of the throne . . . stood a Lamb as it had been slain . . . and I heard the voice of 
many angels: and the number was ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands, 
saying, ... 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain .. . 


Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him . . 
For ever and ever. Revelation 4:1—5:13. 


And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faith- 
ful and True, .. . The Word of God, ... KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. Revela- 
tion 19: 11-16. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: .. . the holy city . .. coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. Revelation 21: 1-3. 

There came unto me one . . . saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife 
... the holy Jerusalem . . . and her light was like unto a stone most precious. Revelation 21:9-11. 

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb . . . On either side of the river, was there the tree of life . . . and the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations. Revelation 22: 1-2. 


1... heard ...a great voice. Revelation 1:10. 

I... heard. ..a great voice, as of a trumpet . .. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches. Revelation 1:10; 2:7. 
To him that overcometh will I give: 


To eat of the tree of life, Revelation 2:7. 

A crown of life, Revelation 2:10. 

The hidden manna and .. . a white stone, Revelation 2:17. 
The morning star, Revelation 2:28. 

To walk with me in white, Revelation 3:4. 

My new name, Revelation 3:12. 

To sit with me on my throne, Revelation 3:21. 


And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 


The tabernacle of God is with men. 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither . . . pain. 
For the former things are passed away. 

Behold, I make all things new. Revelation 21:3-5. 


Behold I come quickly; and my reward is with me . . . The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And 
let him that heareth say, Come. ~ 

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely, I come quickly. 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:17, 20. 

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches . . . Blessed is he that 
Pe and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
therein. 


Mrs. S. H. Askew. 
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Auxiliary Calendar for March 


World Day of Prayer (Interdenominational)—March 4. 


Share in Every Member Canvass—March 13. 


Annual Meeting of Local Auxiliaries. (Program for this sent to all subscribers to auxiliary program literature; 
others can secure it for 10 cents from Committee on Woman’s Work.) 


Selection of Secretaries of Causes and of Circle 


Chairmen. 


Fill out Combined Blanks (annual report) and mail to Recording Secretary of your Presbyterial 
by March 20. (See article “Report Blanks” in this issue of the SURVEY.) 


Order new Year Book of Programs. 


Special Note. April auxiliary program literature and one — of the April circle program literature will be sent early in 


March to each local president. Additional copies o 


the April circle program free on order. The order for program 


literature for the year should not be made until after the April program material is received. 


For the Home 


Drar HoMe Circ_e CHAIRMEN: 


With the discontinuance of this monthly letter, 
the Survey will carry a monthly “Calendar of 
Work” for the Home Circle Chairmen. It will be 
based upon the experiences which you chairmen 
continue to share with us. A valuable contribution is 
this which you have made. 

Such an interesting account came to us of a Home 
Circle Chairman who is confined to her bed most of 
the time, but who wanted to do something for her 
auxiliary and asked that she be allowed to take this 
office. We quote from her letter below: 


“I am chairman of a ‘Correspondence Circle.’ At the be- 
ginning of the year I send cards to all my thirty-five mem- 
bers, giving the names of the new officers of the auxiliary, 
the budget, and other things of interest for the new year. | 


Year Book 


A feature of the new Year Book of Programs is 
that it will contain a Responsive Call to Worship, 
which it is suggested be the auxiliary’s call to worship 
for the year, for use at as many of the auxiliary meet- 
ings as may be desired. This beautiful service can be 
used to lend dignity and reverence and a spirit of 
prayer and praise to the program. Every woman 
should have a copy of the Year Book and be encour- 
aged to bring it with her to each auxiliary meeting 
in order that she may have a part in this Service of 
Worship. 


Circle Chairmen 


send little ‘money chests’ for their freewill gifts; also the 
envelopes for special offerings. From time to time I send any 
literature that I happen to have. It takes work and thought, 
but I am so happy doing it. All my members are reading the 
New Testament through this year. They made squares for 
a quilt for our orphanage. We give to all the causes of the 
Church—my circle led in gifts to Ministerial Relief. Each 
month one of the auxiliary members sends a little gift to one 
of the Home Circle members. At the close of the year I 
send a Report Poster telling what we have accomplished 
during the year. Our report last March was voted by the 
auxiliary to be the best one. A ‘Correspondence Circle’ can 
be worked!” 


We salute the new Home Circle Chairmen and 
suggest that you write immediately for your “Guide 
for the Home Circle Chairman.” We bespeak for one 
and all a happy year of service. 

GRACE WISNER. 


of Programs 


The Year Book will, as in the past, carry the pro- 
gram topics for both auxiliary and circle, with space 
for the names of leaders. Other helpful information 
will also be carried, all of which will make it of far 
greater worth than the price of 10 cents which will 
be asked for it this year. 


Auxiliaries are asked to order their Year Books 
early this year, in order that they may be in use at 
the beginning of the Church Year. 
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SoME Do’s AND Don’t’s For Brste TEACHERS—At the re- 
quest of Mrs. H. A. Murphy, teacher of Bible at the Missouri 
Synodical Training School, the members of the class, who 
were themselves Bible teachers, suggested the following 
“Do’s and Don’t’s” for Bible Teachers: 

Do ask the guidance of the Holy Spirit in preparation and 
the presentation. 

Do practice what you preach. 





md Do be prepared with a definite aim and a well defined 
the outline. ; puta 
rae Do be truly interested and enthusiastic yourself. 
the Do begin and close on time. 
Lash Do try to reach the hearts of the group by real application. 
on Do try to get group working for themselves. 
oe f Do use good illustrations or none. 
hed Don’t apologize for lack of preparation. 
the Don’t read your lesson from a book or notes. 
can Don’t use too many personal references. 
Don’t talk too much, give others a chance. 
Don’t be dramatic, with unnatural voice. 
and Don’t lecture or sermonize. 
lide Don’t be afraid to say “I DON’T KNOW.” 
a Don’t be discouraged if you have given your best. 


Books For Personat Reape which are especially fine for 
Secretaries of Spiritual Life: 
a Taking Hold of God, by Zwemer, $1.50. 

Pleading With Men, by Burnet, $1.50. 

Prayer, by Hallesby, $1.00. 

Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Secret (Biography of Hudson 
— by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor, paper, 50¢; cloth, 

1,00. 

Margaret King’s Vision, by Mrs. Howard Taylor, $1.00. 

Order through the Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 


Richmo irgini 
a nd, Virginia. 





ace 
* THE INDIVIDUAL WOMAN’S PART in making for a successful 
‘1on Presbyterial meeting. 
far _ Take with you a notebook and pencil and jot down every 
vill idea worth remembering. ; 
Sit on front benches. You will get more benefit from the 
meeting if you do this, 
: one prompt at the meetings—don’t walk in 12 or 15 minutes 
OKS : 
Contribute to iscussi i 
ope 
a ei pen discussion. Carry one good question 


- you which you would like to have discussed, and be 
wi ing to answer any that may be asked and about which 
you have had successful experience. 





sia a 
Ray 


THE 
ICIARY CANTERN 


Mail suggestions to 
The Auxiliary lantern, 





Help the attendance, if you have a car, by taking some of 
your members with you. They will usually be glad to share 
expense. 

If you are a cause secretary and no plans have been made 
for meeting your presbyterial secretary and other local 
secretaries of your cause, take the initiative and ask your 
president to codperate in making such a conference possible. 

A. O. T. C. Hexps. Of course you plan to have an Auxil- 
iary Officers’ Training Class. 

In one auxiliary, each retiring officer was asked to come 

prepared to answer questions of the corresponding new 
officer. In another, each new officer was asked to come pre- 
pared to give her plans for work for the new year. Yet 
another group secured several teachers from a sister auxiliary. 
Another auxiliary asked each cause secretary to come pre- 
pared to give one forward step which she planned to take in 
promotion of her work. Many auxiliaries have asked each 
officer, cause secretary, and circle chairman to select a goal 
and be ready to announce it at the A. O. T. C. To do this, 
each will have to know something about her “Duties.” 
Order literature early, and be ready to have trained officers 
take over the work in April. 
LITERATURE SUPPLIES. If you continue to serve in the 
same office, or if you are elected to a new office, you will 
want to have immediately the latest leaflets prepared for 
you. Therefore, write to the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga., and let your wants be 
known. Literature is not sent out except on order. The 
packets of leaflets listed below are prepared for the fol- 
lowing: 


SERS RR ee reser eri. 35 
I cit Sudivate cans cane ceianeuaaed .10 
barb iih a ais w eh snedereeeh suneebes 05 
I IN on 6 grees 56-<:00'6.nuninin nds .10 
Secretary of Spiritual Life ................ 10 
Secretary of Christian Social Service ...... .10 
Secretary of Literature .................. 03 
Secretary of S. and P. Home Missions-...... .03 
Secretary of Foreign Missions ............ 03 
Secretary of Home Missions .............. 03 
Secretary of C. FE. and M.R............... 03 
Secretary of Religious Education .......... 03 


A very valuable set of “DO’S” has been prepared for the 
following ,and can be had for prices given: Vice President, 
2¢; Corresponding Secretary 2¢; Recording Secretary 2¢; 
President 5¢; Treasurer 3¢; and Historian 2¢. 

A “Guide,” free for postage, is also available for the 
Secretary of Social Activities, Pastor’s Aid Secretary, Busi- 
ness Circle Chairman, and the Home Circle Chairman. 
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When Love Dictates the Tithe 
The Issue Is Worship * 


‘‘They shall not appear appear before the Lord empty.”’ 


Deut. 16:16b. 


‘“‘What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me?’’ Ps. 


116:12. 


‘‘Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and 
come into his courts, O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.’ Ps. 96:8, 9a. 


\X JORSHIP homes in love. It is a reciprocal 


experience: the devotion of two persons 

each to the other: the two persons being 
God and man. God, the worshiped, has given his 
own precious Son to man, and the constant sign of 
God’s devotion to man is the Cross. Man, the wor- 
shiper, has devoted himself to God and has done so 
in complete surrender, and one of the signs of this 
attitude is the tithe, the foundation of true steward- 
ship, which he brings and lays upon God’s altar. 
The tithe is the recognition of the fact that man 
himself and all he possesses is God’s and is so 
devoted. It conduces to true worship, and God in 
his love injected it here to the end that man may 
be a true worshiper, worshiping God in spirit and 
in truth. 

God’s problem has always been, and is today, to 
keep worship genuine. We go formal and say words, 
just say them, meaning little or nothing by them. 
This is when we worship God with that which is 
shoddy, with that which is mean, with that which is 
cheap, with that which is last; and not with that 
which is first and choicest. The bent of human 
nature seems to be to worship God with that which 
costs nothing, or with that which is left over, or 
with that which is worthless. When God in his 
love dictated the tithe, he meant to cultivate the 
spirit of sacrifice revealing itself in worship. 

The tithe makes constant war on cheapness in 


*This is the third of three sections of Dr. James M. Blackwood’s 
booklet, “When Love Dictates the Tithe.” The other sections 
appeared in January and February. 


worship. King David would not surrender to cheap- 
ness when it came to his worship of God. You re- 
member, he numbered the people contrary to the 
will of God, and judgment came upon the people 
in the form of a plague as a result of it. When the 
plague was lifted, the prophet directed David to go 
up to the threshing floor of Araunah and there to 
offer a burnt-offering. On the way up he was met 
by Araunah, and when it was made known to him 
what was wanted, Araunah proffered King David 
the threshing floor, the oxen, and everything that 
was necessary for the burnt-offering, and tendered 
them to him for nothing. David’s classic answer is 
found in these words, “Neither will I offer burnt- 
offerings unto the Lord my God of that which doth 
cost me nothing.” 2 Sam. 24:24. He paid for it. 
It cost him money, but the thing that pleased God 
most was the fact that David’s heart was in it, and 
it came as a recognition of God’s goodness to him 
and his people. Where there is no love, there is 
no sacrifice; and where there is no sacrifice, there 
is no worship. 

The tithe makes war on thoughtlessness in wor- 
ship. Mary of Bethany was at her best in worship 
when she anointed Jesus’ feet with a pound of 
liquid nard and wiped them with her hair. It was 
thoughtful: she did it against the day of his burial. 
John 13:1... In The Gardens of Life J. R. Straton 
recites the following: “A rich man was down at the 
water front waiting the departure of an ocean liner. 
He was joined by an acquaintance, who said to him, 
‘You seem to be much pleased about something.’ 
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Stewardship 


‘Yes,’ said the rich man, ‘I do feel unusually good 
today. Do you see that vessel at anchor in the North 
River? Well, I have on that vessel ten thousand 
dollars worth of equipment for a hospital in China, 
and I just came down to see the vessel safely off.’ ” 

“Well, that is interesting, and I am glad you made 
that gift,” said the friend. “But you know I also 
have a gift on that ship. My only daughter is on 
that vessel, going to China to give her life as a 
missionary.” 

The wealthy man looked touchingly into the eyes 
of his friend and exclaimed, “My dear brother, I feel 
as though I have given nothing as I think of what 
this sacrifice means to you!” This is the spirit that 
delights the heart of God and the spirit which he 
seeks to foster in the loving law of the tithe. 

The tithe makes war on meanness. The Laodicean 
Church was mean in her worship. She had gold 
stored up, but it was corroded. She became self- 
sufficient, and self-centered, and had forgotten that 
the genius of Christianity is to share with others. 
Her meanness kept Christ on the outside. We rather 
suspect that she did not have grace enough to 
tithe, and it resulted in lukewarmness, the thing that 
Jesus could not endure. But still he knocks at the 
door for entrance. What a Saviour! 

The poor woman with the two mites was no 
mean worshiper. The rich gave out of their bounty; 
she gave out of her poverty. In the estimation of 
Jesus, she gave more than they all, for she had cast 
in her living. Jesus did not criticize the others, but 


The Issue 


he did praise her in unmeasured terms. This is 
almost matched in the following incident that lately 
came under the writer’s notice. I can give neither 
name nor place, for her eye might fall upon this 
page. The woman of whom I speak is of Scotch 
extraction, which may help to explain her great 
industry and frugality. Though she had lived in 
goodly circumstances, lately the depression has 
found its way to her home, and she has been forced 
to receive help from relief sources. She has been 
a faithful tither, and, even now, the first thing she 
does upon receiving her relief portion is to take out 
the tenth, and then on the following Sabbath she 
wends her way to her church where she worships 
God, not with an empty hand, but with a full hand. 
We think Jesus must have something to say to this 
humble saint who is manifesting that sacrificial 
spirit, the finest quality in our Lord himself. 

The Heidelberg Teacher tells of a big lumberjack 
who talks the same language, when he says to Frank 
Higgins, the “Sky-pilot” as he lies on the operating 
table just before he takes the anesthetic, “Frank, 
you know we love you and want to help you; now, 
while the doctors are operating I will be at your 
door; and Frank, if the doctors find they need a 
quart of blood, or a piece of bone, or a bit of skin, 
they can call on me. Frank, you can have every 
drop of blood or every bone in my body; now 
don’t forget, I will be at the door.” This is the spirit 
that God is seeking to cultivate when in his love 
he dictates the law of the tithe. 


Is Blessing 


‘‘We love, because he first loved us.’’ I John 4:19. A. S. V. 


Gr the greatest lover, is the greatest giver; 
he gave his own Son, Jesus Christ, that we 

might have the opportunity of eternal life. 
Then, “He that spared not his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things?” Rom. 8:32. This latter 
ls a veritable passion with him. He has given out of 
his unlimited bounty, but he wants to give more 
and more. How can he do it? When the channel 
of blessing is once opened, it must be kept open. 
But how? Covetousness will choke that channel 
unless there is something to prevent it. Hence, just 
here God, in his love, injects the law of the tithe, 
inviting man to practice it in the true spirit of 
stewardship, so that the channel of blessing may not 
only be kept open, but enlarged. There should be 
no surprise, or question, or argument about this 


because it is patently Biblical and verified in 
experience. 

That classic passage of Malachi 3:10-12 has its 
setting in the heart of a great tragedy. Now, it is 
a fair assumption that, at a time previous, Israel had 
been faithful in bringing the whole tithe to God’s 
house, and that God had showered his people with 
blessing; but now they have failed God miserably. 
With her meanness and coldness of love, the channel 
of blessing has become choked. All her offerings are 
of a sordid and inferior type. It is a sorry picture, 
sad enough to cause the angels to weep. The 
prophet pictures God here as brooding over his 
people, and challenging them to better things. “Bring 
ye the whole tithe into the store-house ... and prove 
me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
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out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.” Malachi 3:10, A.S.V. The blessing 
would take the form of material and spiritual things. 
Again Israel would be known among the nations as 
a happy people, and her land would be a delight- 
some land. Nothing came of this because Israel 
did not accept the challenge. 

Jesus verifies the principle in his teachings. He 
said, “Seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Matt. 6:33. What things? Food and clothing and 
housing, the things that represent the necessities of 
life. Again he says, “Give, and it shall be given unto 
you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, shall they give into your bosom. For 
with what measure ye mete it shall be measured to 
you again.” Luke 6:38, A.S.V. 

Paul speaks in the same vein in his second letter 
to the Corinthians, the ninth chapter. “He that 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” 
Vs. 6. “He that supplieth seed to the sower . . 
shall supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and 
increase the fruits of your righteousness.” Vs. 10. 
Then Moffat has a striking translation of verse 12. 
“For the service rendered by this fund, does more 
than supply the wants of the saints, it overflows 
with many a cry of thanks to God.” 

There is an interesting story in Philippians 4: 14- 
19. It seems that the church at Philippi had been 
ministering to the needs of Paul while he was in 
prison in Rome. Paul is very appreciative of their 
gift and is quite happy about it. It is a sacrifice that 
God himself approves and welcomes, and it affords 
him peculiar pleasure. Then the incident climaxes in 
that matchless promise made to the donors, “And 
my God shall supply every need of yours accord- 
ing to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

Blessing would seem to follow giving as day fol- 
lows night. Man does not give in order to be blessed; 
he gives because he has already been blessed. He 
has come into possession of “God’s unspeakable 
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gift,” and this is that which prompts him to bring 
his whole tithe; and when he brings it and lays it 
upon God's altar, blessing from God flows in an 
endless stream. 


Time would fail us were we to recite the stories 
of such men and women as the Sages, Cooks, 
Ruskins, Gladstones, Colgates, and Hydes who ac- 
cepted God’s plan of finance, beginning with the 
tithe, and were so blessed that they increased the 
percentage to a fifth, then to a half, then to three 
fourths, and, in some instances, all. Only eternity 
will reveal the blessing which came to them per- 
sonally, that came to Christ’s church, and then 
through the church to the world. 


Who can tell the story of the six hundred con- 
gregations of the Southern Presbyterian Church that 
tried God’s plan of finance, namely, the tithe, calling 
it the “Belmont Covenant Plan”? The following 
testimony from the Stewardship Committee came to 
the General Assembly at Montreat in May, 1935: 
“These congregations are the richer spiritually and 
financially. The testimonies are abundant as to the 
joy that has come to congregations, new enthu- 
siasms to ministers, and new growth in numbers 
and power in membership. Some report offerings 
tripled or even quadrupled. Individuals have here 
and there increased their gifts ten times the pre- 
covenant figures. Better still, large numbers have 
made their thirteen weeks experiment a_ life 
program.” 


Is it not time that we awake to the things we 
know and should do? G. Campbell Morgan says, 
“We know the truth of God as no other age has 
ever known it, and yet there never was a time when 
men, knowing and living under its blessings, were 
less obedient to it than now.” May the Holy Spirit 
constrain us to obedience, for in the wake of obedi- 
ence is rich blessing, but in the wake of disobedience 
is judgment. When love dictates the tithe: the issue 
is blessing. Why not try it? 





Evaluations of Recommended Courses (Continued from page 177) 


My Church. By Ruth D. See. Price, 50 cents. 

My C hurch is a comprehensive study of our 
Church, and one that all Intermediates need. 

In my opinion this course cannot be handled by 
the so-called average teacher. It is not easy to teach, 
but I was fortunate in having splendid instructors, 
and the course proved one of the most instructive I 
have used. It required hours of preparation and 
intensive study on the part of the teachers. 

The boys and girls who took this course in the two 
schools in which I used it were the type that would 
naturally put their best into it. They were enthusi- 


astic, bringing in written assignments each day and 
manifesting deep interest. 

This course would not be entirely usable in all 
areas. In denominational schools it worked splen- 
didly, although it was almost too intensive for some 
of them.—Gutnevere Moraan, Florida. 


In our small church the Intermediates loved My 
Church. They seemed to learn much about their 
local church, and I would heartily recommend the 
course to any group of Intermediates. 

—Matrtie Davis Parpur, Louisiana. 
(Concluded on page 192) 
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Foreign Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church 


In Active Service 


AFRICA-CONGO MISSION. 
Bibanga, 1917. Pp 
A. P. C. Mission, Bi- 
— ‘Kabinda, Lomami Dis- 
trict, Congo Belge, Africa, via Cape 
Town.) 
*AJlen, Miss Virginia. 
yon hee Rev. and Mrs. V. A. 
Kellereberee®. Dr. and Mrs. E. 
Rev. and Mrs. Ear! S. 
Actiroy, Rev. and Mrs. W. F. 
Miller, Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt. 


Bulape, 1915. 

Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
ae. Bulape, Congo Belge, 
Africa.) 

Chapman, Dr. and Mrs. J. _ 
Deland, Mr. and Mrs. L. G 
*McCutchen, Mrs. L. M. 

Poole, Dr. and Mrs. Mark K. 
Reynolds, Miss Lena (R. Te 
Washburn, Rev. and Mrs. H 

Watt, Mr. and Mrs. John Fravkiin. 


Kasha, 1935. 


(Address: A. P. C. Mission, Luputa, 
Congo Belge, Africa. ) 


McKee, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. T. 


Lubondai, 1924. 


Address, care of A. P. C. Mission, 
Lubondai (Tshimbulu), Congo 
Belge, Africa, via Lobito.) 
Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J., Jr. 
‘Brand, Miss Virginia A. 
Cleveland, Rev. and Mrs. R. F. 
Cousar, Dr. and Mrs. Geo. R 
Holladay, Miss Virginia. 
‘Liston, ‘iss Margaret (R. N. a 
"McKinnon, Rev. and Mrs. 
{McMurray, Miss ; ‘* 
Stegall, Rev. and Mrs. C. R. 


Luebo, 1891. 
(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Luebo, Congo Belge, Africa, 
par Kinshasa.) 

Black, Miss Ida M. 
Craig, Mr. Allen M. 
Jackson, Rev. and Mrs. James L. 
Longenecker, Rey. and Mrs. J. H 
Martin, Rev. and *Mrs. Motte. 
Miller, Miss Caroline L. 
Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. John M. 
Morrison, Rev. and Mrs. T. K. 
Shive, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Stixrud, Dr. and Mrs. T. Th. 
Wilds, Rev. and Mrs. S. H. 


Mboi, 1937. 
(Address: A. P. C. Mission, Luebo, 
Congo Belge, Africa.) 
Hobson, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 


Mutoto, 1912. 


(Address, care A. P. C. Mission, 
Mutoto, via Luluabourg Gare, 
Congo Belge, Africa.) 
Allen, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. 
Crane, Rey. and Mrs. C. L. 
Edmiston, Rev. A. L. (ec) 
McMurray, Rev. and Mrs. Louis A. 
Rochester, Rev. and Mrs. A. A. (c) 
Smith, Dr. and Mrs. J. Tinsley, Jr. 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. Plumer. 
Worth’ Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. 


R. 


EAST BRAZIL MISSION. 
Campo Bello, 1920. 
(Address, Cone “bor E. de Minas, 


Gammon, Mrs. 8. = 
Sydenstricker, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. 


Lavras, 1893. 

(Address, Lavras, E. de Minas, 
. razil.) 
Baker, Rev. and Mrs. Frank F. 
Calhoun, Rev. and Mrs. L. G. 
Carnahan, Miss Margaret. 
Gammon, Miss Alice G. 

eelock, Mr. and Mrs. John zm. 





Nepomuceno, 1932. 
(Address, Nepomuceno, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


*Armstrong, Mrs. D. G. 
*See, Miss Ruth B. 


Tres Coracoes, 1932. 
(Address, Tres Coragoes, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


Marchant, Miss Genevieve. 


Dourados, 1930. 
(Address, Dourados, via Campo 
Grande, Matto Grosso, Brazil.) 
Maxwell, Rev. and Mrs. A. 8S. 


Varginha, 1920. 
(Address, Varginha, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


*Davis, Rev. and Mrs. A. L. 
Foster, Miss Edith. 


NORTH BRAZIL MISSION. 


Garanhuns, 1895. 


(Address, Garanhuns, E. de Pernam- 
buco, Brazil.) 
Arehart, Rev. and Mrs. E. Raynard. 
*Cockreli, Miss Susan. 
*Neville, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. G. 
Thompson, Rev. and Mrs. W. M. 


Recife (Pernambuco), 1873. 
(Address, Collegio Evangelico, 
Agnes Erskine, Recife, E. de 
Pernambuco, Brazil.) 

Boyce, Miss Lina. 

las, Miss Margaret. 
Henderlite, Rev. and Mrs. L. M. 
Kilgore, Miss R. Caroline. 


WEST BRAZIL MISSION. 


Araguary, 1926. 
(Address, ef E. de Minas, 
ll. 


Williamson, Rev. and Mrs. D. Lee. 


Carmo do Paranahyba, 1931. 


(Address, Carmo do Paranahyba, 
Oeste de Minas, Brazil.) 


Jaboticabal, 1934. 


(Address, Jaboticabal, E. de Sao 
aulo, Brazil.) 


*Hurst, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. H. 


Patrocinio, 1925. 
(Address, Patrocinio, E. de Minas, 
Brazil.) 


Hesser, Miss Frances E. 
*Lane, Rev. and Mrs. E. E. 
Sloop, Rev. and Mrs. Stephen J. 


Ribeirio Preto 

(Address, Rua Garibaldi 100, Ribeirao 

Preto, E. de Sao Paulo, Brazil.) 
Woodson, Rev. and Mrs. J. R. 


Uberlandia, 1932. 
(Address, Uberlandia, E. de Minas, 
razil.) 
Daugherty. Rev. and Mrs. Milton L. 
ie, Rev. and Mrs. Alva. 


MID-CHINA MISSION. 


Hangchow, 1867. 
(Address, Hangchow, Che., China.) 
Blain, Mrs. J. M. 
Moffett, Miss Natalie C. 
McMullen, Rev. and *Mrs. R. J. 
Stribling, Miss Frances. 
Wilson, Miss Annie R. V. 


Kashing, 1895. 

(Address, Kashing, Che., China.) 
Davis, Rev. and Mrs. Lowry. 
*Hudson, Rev. and Mrs. Geo. A. 
*Hudson, Rev. W. H. 

nch, Miss R. Elinore. 

cGinnis, Rev. and Mrs. J. Y. 
Talbot, Miss Elizabeth H. 


Kiangyin, 1895. 

(Address, Kiangyin, Ku., China.) 
Allison, Rev. and Mrs. , ew. 
Little, Rev. and Mrs. L 
Moffett, Dr. and Mrs. Alexander 8. 
*Moffett, Rev. and Mrs. L 
Moffett, Miss Carrie L. 
Thompson, Miss Katheryne L. 
Wilcox, Miss Marion. 
Worth, Miss Ruth. 


Nanking, 1920. 
(Address, Nanking, Ku., China.) 
Nickles, Miss Florence. 
*Price, Rev. and Mrs. Frank W. 
Price, Rev. and Mrs. P. F. 


Shanghai. 
(Address, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen 


Road, Shanghai, China.) 
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. H. Maxcy. 


Seochow, 1872. 
(Address, Soochow, Ku., China.) 

Grier, Miss Lucy H. (R. N.). 
Minter, Rev. and Mrs. John P. 
Satterfield, Miss Ruby. 

Sloan, Miss Addie M. 
*Welton, Dr. and Mrs. Felix B. 
Young, Dr. and Mrs. M. P. 


Tsinanfu, 1930. 
(Address, Tsinanfu, Sung, China.) 
*Price, Dr. and Mrs. Philip B. 
Shields, Dr. and Mrs. R. T. 


NORTH KIANGSU. 


Chinkiang, 1883. 
(Address, Chinkiang, Ku., China.) 
Dunlap, Miss Charlotte (R. N.). 
Farrior, Rev. and Mrs. 8. C. 
Paxton, Mrs. J. W. 
Smith, ‘Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
Woods, Dr. and Mrs. Jas. B., 


Taichow, 1908. 
(Address, Taichow, Ku., via Chin- 

kiang, China. ) 

*Farr, Miss Grace. 

*Lancaster, Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H. 

*Matthes, Miss Hazel (R. N.). 

Mizell, Miss Marguerite. 
*Price, Dr. and Mrs. Robt. B 
*Richardson, Rev. and Mrs. Robt. P. 


Haichow, 1908. 
(Address, Haichow, Ku., China.) 
*Currie, Rev. and Mrs. Edw. S. 
Graham, Miss Sophie P. 
McLauchlin, Rev. and Mrs. W. C. 
*Reed, Dr. and Mrs. John H. 
*Rice, Mrs. A. D. 


Suchowfu, 1896. 
(Address, Suchowfu, Ku., China.) 
Brown, Rev. and Mrs. F. A. 
Grier, Mrs. Mark B. (M. D.). 
*Hamilton, Rev. and Mrs. r H. 
McFadyen, Dr. and Mrs. A. A. 
loan, Miss Mary 
Talbot, Rev. por Mrs. G. B. 
*Young, Miss Lois. 


Tenghsien. 
(Address, Tenghsien, Sung, China.) 
Bradley, Miss Julia J. 





*Wilson, Miss Rebecca 
Worth, Rev. and Mrs. Chas. W. 


Hopkins, Rev. and Mrs. M. A. 
Patterson, Rev. and Mrs. B. C. 
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— Hwaianfu, 1904. 
(Address, Hwaianfu, Ku., China.) 

Montgomery, Rev. and Mrs. Jas. N. 

Wells, Miss Lillian C. 

Womeldorf, Rev. and Mrs. G. R. 

*Woods, Miss Josephine. 

*Woods, Miss Lily U. 

Yates, Rev. and Mrs. O. F. 


Sutsien, 1893. 
(Address, Sutsien, Ku., China.) 

Brad!ey, Mrs. J. W. 
tJohnston, Miss M. M. 
Junkin, Rev. and Mrs. W. F. 
McCutchan, Rev. H. W. 
McCutchan, Miss Mada I. 
*Patterson, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. 
Eo ate nag Dr. and Mrs. Norman G. 

, Rev. and Mrs. Ede: 4? x 
*Wood, Miss Margaret P. (R. N 


Tsing-Kiang-pu, 1887. 
(Address, Tsing-Kiang-pu, Ku., 
China.) 

Bell, Dr. and Mrs. L. Nelson. 
— Miss Lina E. 
Craig, Rev. and Mrs. A. R. 
*tGieser, Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth. 
Graham, Rev. and Mrs. J. R., 
Hall, Miss Jessie D. 
*McCown, Miss Mary. 
Oliver, es Cassie Lee (R. N.) 
*Talbot, Rev. A. A. 
Woods, Dr. oad Mrs. J. B., Sr. 
Woods, Rev. and Mrs. J. Russell. 


Yencheng, 1911. 

(Address, Yencheng, Ku., China.) 
Bridgman, Rev. and Mrs. H. T. 
Fietcher, Miss Lucy. 
Fraser, Miss Gussie. 
*Mosley, Dr. and Mrs. Kirk T. 
*Stevens, Rev. Geo. P. 
White, Rev. and Mrs. Hugh W. 


Fowning. 


(Address, Fowning, Ku., via 
Chinkiang, China. 


Harnsberger, Rev. and Mrs. T. L 


JAPAN MISSION. 


Kobe, 1890. 
(Address, Kobe, Japan.) 


Fulton, Rev. and Mrs. 8. P. 
McIlwaine, Rev. W. A. 
Myers, Rev. “— _ mW. 
*Ostrom, Mrs. H 


Kochi, 1885. 
(Address, Kochi, Japan.) 
Brady, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. 


Nagoya, 1887. 
(Address, Nagoya, Japan.) 
Archibald, Miss Margaret. 
Buchanan, Rev. and Mrs. Percy W 
Buckland, Miss Ruth. 
Robinson, Miss Amy E. 
Smythe, Rev. and Mrs. L. C. M. 


Gifu, 1917. 
(Address, Gifu, Japan.) 


Buchanan, Miss Elizabeth O. 
McAlpine, Rev. and Mrs. James A. 


Takamatsu, 1898. 
(Address, Takamatsu, Japan.) 


Erickson, Rev. and Mrs. 8S. M. 
Gardner, Miss Emma Eve. 
*Munroe, Rev. and Mrs. H. H. 


Marugame, 1920. 
(Address, Marugame, Japan.) 


Buchanan, Rev. and Mrs. W. McS. 


Currell, Miss Susan McD 
*Kirtland, Miss Leila G. 
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Toyohashi, 1890. 
(Address , Toyohashi, Japan.) 
Moore, Rev. and Mrs. Lardner W. 
Tokushima, 1889. 
(Address, Tokushima, Japan.) 
Bryan, Rev. and Mrs. Harry H. 
Hassell, Rev. and Mrs. A. P. 
Lumpkin, Miss Estelle. 
Tokyo. 
(Address, Tokyo, Japan.) 
Logan, Rev. and Mrs. C. A. 
Okasaki, 1890. 
(Address, Okasaki, Japan.) 


Crawford, Rev. and Mrs. Vernon A. 


KOREAN MISSION. 


Chunju, 1896. 
(Address, Chunju, Chosen, Asia. 

*Austin, Miss Lillian. 

Boggs, Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd K. 
*Boyer, Rev. and Mrs. E. T. 
*Colton, Miss Susanne A. 

Fontaine, Miss Lena. 

*Kestler, Miss E. E. (R. N.). 
Linton, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. A. 
McCutchen, Rev. and Mrs. L. O. 
Swicord, Rev. and Mrs. D. A. 
Winn, Rev. S. D. 

Winn, Miss Emily. 
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Kunsan, 1896. 
(Address, Kunsan, Chosen, Asia.) 


Bull, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. F. 
*Dupuy, Miss Lavalette. 

Greene, Miss Willie B. 

Talmage, Rev. and Mrs. John E. 
*Vail, Rev. and Mrs. Jno. B. 
Woods, Miss Elizabeth B. (R. N.). 


Kwangju, 1904. 
(Address, Kwangju, Chosen, Asia.) 

Bell, Mrs. Eugene. 

Brand, Dr. and Mrs. Louis C. 
*Dodson, Miss Mary Lucy. 

Knox, Rev. and Mrs. Robt. 
Levie, Dr. and Mrs. J. K. 
*McQueen, Miss Anna. 

Newland, Rev. and Mrs. L. T. 
Paisley, Rev. and Mrs. J. I. 
Pritchard, Miss Margaret (R. N.). 
*Root, Miss Florence E. 

Talmage, Rev. and Mrs. J. V. N. 


Mokpo, 1899. 

(Address, Mokpo, Chosen, Asia. 
Cumming, Rev. and Mrs. Bruce A. 
Cumming, Rev. and Mrs. D. Jas. 
Hopper, Rev. and Mrs. Joseph. 
Hopper, Miss Margaret. 
McMurphy, Miss Ada. 
Martin, Miss Julia. 

| Nisbet, Rev. and Mrs. J. 8. 
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Soonchun, 1913. 
(Address, Soonchun, Chosen, Asia.) 
*Biggar, Miss Meta L. 
Crane, Miss Janet. 
*Hewson, Miss Georgia (R. N.). 
Miller, Miss Louise. 
Preston, Rev. and Mrs. J. F. 
Rogers, Dr. and Mrs. J. MeL. 
Unger, Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 
*Wilkins, Miss Aurine. 
Wilson, Dr. and Mrs. R. M. 


Seoul (Union Work). 


Clark, Rev. and Mrs. W. M. (Christian 
Literature). 


Pyengyang (Union Work). 
Crane, Rev. and Mrs. J. C. 


MEXICO MISSION. 


Toluca, 1919. 

(Address, Hidalgo 15, Toluca, Estado 
do Mexico.) 

Gray, Miss Katherine C. 


Zitacuaro, 1919. 
(Address, Zitacusro, Michoacan, 
Mexico.) 
Beaty, Miss Lettie. 
Morrow, Prof. and Mrs. R. C. 
Smith, Miss Iona (R. N.). 
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Morelia, 1919. 
(Address, Morelia, Michoacan, 
Mexico.) 


Coppedge, Dr. and Mrs. L. J. 
*Rogers, Miss Carolyn. 
Southerland, Miss Pattye (R. N.), 


Chilpancingo, 1921. 
(Address, Chilpancingo, Guerrero, 
Mexico.) 


McClelland, Miss Alice J. 
*Shelby, Rev. J. O. 
*Shelby, Miss Margaret V. 


Coyoacan (Union Work), 1931. 
(Address, Coyoacan, D. F. Mexico. 
Ross, Rev. W. A. 


Patzcuaro, 1931. 


(Address, Patzcuaro, Michoacan, 
Mexico.) 
Ross, Rev. and Mrs. H. L. 


Telecoapan, 1937. 


(Address, Telecoapan, Guerrero, 
Mexico.) 


Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. Frank M., Jr. 


Brownsville, Texas. 
(General Delivery) 
Myers, Mr. and Mrs. Z. V. 





*Opposite name indicates on furlough. 
tOpposite name indicates Associate Worker. 


POSTAL RATES 

Letters addressed to Africa, China, England, Japan, and Chosen require 
5 cents for the first ounce, or fraction of an ounce, and 3 cents for each additional 
ounce, or fraction of an ounce. 

Letters addressed to Cuba, Brazil or Mexico are subject to the same postage 
rates and conditions which would apply to them if they were addressed for 
delivery in the United States. 

Postal cards 3 cents each for single and 4 cents each for double cards to China, 
Japan, Korea, Africa; 2 cents to Mexico and Brazil. 


Commercial papers, 5 cents each for the first 10 ounces or less, and 1 cent 
for each additional 2 ounces or fraction of 2 ounces. 


Registration fee, consult local post office. 


PARCEL POST 


For Africa, China, Japan, Korea and Mexico, address to station direct. 
For Brazil we do not advise the use of parcel post. 


Consult Local Postmaster for rates, weights, measurements, and require- 
_—- of Declaration for Custom Duties, all of which appear in the latest Postage 
uide. 





Evaluations of Recommended Courses 
(Continued from page 190) 


A very interesting and worth-while vacation 
church school course for Intermediates was taught 
in our church last summer by the pastor, using as a 
basis for discussion, My Church, by Ruth See. 

The young people gained a new and deeper appre- 
ciation of their Church through a study of its 
ancestry, and how their Church came to be. All find- 
ings were kept in notebooks. The topic, “My Church 
in the Community,” led them into avenues of service. 
They visited a welfare institution in town and 
framed Biblical pictures for use there. A program 
was given on Stillman Institute, and the Negroes 
from the Presbyterian church in town were invited 
to attend. Some pictures were presented to them by 
the Intermediates for use in their church. Through 
loving service to others, they were finding their place 
in the church.—Nonite Jounson, North Carolina. 





Discovering God in the Beautiful. By Nathana L. 
Clyde. Price, $1.00. 

In our vacation church school, we used Discover- 

ing God in the Beautiful for the Intermediates. Our 


leader was very enthusiastic over the course and has 
recommended it for the public-school library in 
which she teaches—VALeRIA McFappen, Louisiana. 


We All Need Each Other. By Mary Jenness. Price, 
$1.00. ; 

We All Need Each Other is a Leader’s Manual, 
presenting units of guided experience in Christian 
education for Intermediate groups. 

The course aims to provide a direct approach to 
the fatherhood of God by way of the brotherhood 
of man, as it may be experienced through the Chris- 
tian interpretation of our world interdependence for 
what we eat and what we enjoy. It assumes that 
while the world is in reality a neighborhood, only 
mutual love can make it a brotherhood, and that a 
clear understanding of this fact and a desire to act on 
it as becomes a Christian provide the only sure moti- 
vation for world friendship and peace. 

The price of only one dollar places this book 
within easy reach of instructors and will richly re- 
ward its purchase—Parks W. WItson, Virginia. 
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THE PROGRAM BUILDER 


The official magazine for Young People’s Work 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 


YOUNG PEOPLE AND LEADERS OF YOUNG PEOPLE: 


Do you need help as you try to put 
life into your vesper programs? 


Do your Council meetings drag and 
lack interest? 


Is it difficult for your group to plan 
and carry out effectively worthwhile 
service activities? 


Do you feel the need for getting a far 
view, to know something of what young 
people in other sections, in other 
churches, and in other parts of the world 
are doing? 


The Program Builder carries full plans 
for vesper programs for three age groups. 


There are detailed suggestions for the 
monthly meetings of the local Councils. 


There are suggested service projects 
that grow naturally out of group study, 
and that can be adapted easily to meet 


local needs. 


There are news items, telling of what 
young people are doing in the Church 
and throughout the world. 


Every leader of young people, and every young person who is responsible in any 


way for young people’s work, needs a copy of the Program Builder. 


Beginning with the April, 1938, issue, the Program Builder is being enlarged 
twenty-four full pages of helpful material every month. 


Single subscription, $1.00 per year. 


Five or more to one person, 75c each per year. 


Order from 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Virginia 


Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 
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GOD OWNS iis: 


GOD HAS WORK #8 


To the Christian, God gives the joy, the glory, and 
the romance of directing the power flowing from 
God-owned life and things to the accomplishment 
of God’s work of teaching, preaching, and healing 


YOUR CHURCH BUDGET IS A LIST OF SUCH OPPORTUNITIES 


COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE 
301 Henry Grady Building 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 




















